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To the Lord, Jesus Christ—
for setting me free.
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PREFACE

Exodus is one of the most dramatic books
in the Bible. Feature films have told various
stories from the book of Exodus, ranging
from Cecil B. Demille’s epic, The Ten Com-
mandments, to DreamWorks’ animated, The
Prince of Egypt, to Stephen Spielberg’s classic,
Raiders of the Lost Ark.

But what I like most about the book of Ex-
odus is not how dramatic it is, but how practi-
cal it is.

I began this study at a time when I wanted
to expand my own ministry. I wanted to learn
how God used Moses to set hundreds of
thousands of people free. I thought I might
learn a few lessons for how God might use
me to set others free, too.

I was right. But instead of finding one or
two lessons, I found fifty!

I began applying these lessons to my own
life and ministry and began to see results im-
mediately. These are the lessons that I'll be
sharing with you throughout this book—
lessons from stories that are over 3,000 years
old, and lessons from from my own life today;
lessons that include some of my favorite Bible
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stories, and lessons that include some of my
favorite personal stories of my own walk with
God.

God wants to set you free. He wants to
keep you free. And He wants to use you to
set others free. May God bless you—and
many others—as you read and apply these
lessons to your life.

Eric Elder

P.S. I've included a Scripture Reading with each
devotional that 1 encourage you to read in your own
Bible as well as reading my devotional. 1t’s a great
way to hear directly from God about subjects in your
life that 1 may not have touched upon in my devotion-
al, and when you've read all of the Scripture Read-
ings, you'll have also read through the entire book of
Exodus.



Lesson 1

THE FEAR OF MAN
LLEADS TO BONDAGE

Seripture Reading: Exodus 1:1-14

Could it be that your greatest weakness is
actually your greatest strength?

A man came up to me after I spoke at a
men’s breakfast and said, “Hi Eric, do you re-
member me?” 1 strained to put a name with
his face, but couldn’t do it. When he told me
his name, an image from high school immedi-
ately flashed across my mind.

We were both freshmen playing flag foot-
ball in gym class when he got in the way of a
senior. This senior knocked my friend to the
ground and started pummeling him in the face
with his fist. I watched my friend’s head
bounce up and down on the ground with each
pounding.

Why would someone pummel my friend
like that? My friend was a big kid, but a nice
kid. Even though he hadn’t done anything
wrong, his sheer size made him appear to be a
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threat. The pummeling had its effect: my
friend never got in this senior’s way again, and
I made sure I didn’t either!

Unfortunately, my friend walked away feel-
ing weak and beaten down when in reality, it
was his sheer strength that drew the fire in the
first place. When people are fearful of us, or
we’re fearful of them, it often leads to
bondage. Something similar happened to the
Israelites. Back in the days of Moses, when
the nation of Israel started to grow while they
were living in Egypt, the king of Egypt saw
their strength and got scared:

“Look,” be said to his people, “the Israelites have
become much too numerous for us. Come, we must
deal shrewdly with them or they will become even
more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join
our enemies, fight against us and leave the country”

(Exodus 1:9-10).

The Israelites were immediately enslaved.
For the next 400 years, they were treated as
the lowest of the low in Egypt. I’'m sure they
felt worthless, worn-out and weak. But in re-
ality, it was their great strength that caused the
fearful king to put them into bondage. Al-
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The Fear Of Man Leads To Bondage

though they may have felt like the weakest na-
tion on earth, do you remember what God
said about them? He called them His “cho-
sen” people, His “treasured possession,” and
promised that they would become “a great na-
tion.” (Deuteronomy 7:6 and Genesis 12:2).
This was their destiny. This was their calling.
A destiny and calling that the king foresaw
and tried to stop.

I got spiritually pummeled a few years ago
after speaking as a guest at a local church. 1
thought the regular pastor would be thrilled
when he came back to hear that half a dozen
people had put their faith in Christ that day
for the very first time. Instead, I got an ex-
tremely harsh letter from him a few weeks lat-
er saying that one of those people had started
going to another church (she wanted to go to
a Bible study and her church didn’t have one).
He blamed me for her leaving and made it
clear that he wanted nothing to do with me or
my ministry ever again.

For the next few days, I felt like I'd gotten
the wind knocked out of me. I felt like I nev-
er wanted to speak at another church again.
This man was not only an influential pastor in
the community, but he was also the president

9



Eric Elder

of the minister’s association in town. But
then God reminded me of my calling, my pur-
pose in life, and what He said about me. I was
able to shake off the fear of man and stand
tall again in the calling of God. That pastor
eventually invited me to speak again at his
church, and I eventually became president of
the minister’s association! :)

But the fear of man almost derailed me
from God’s plan for my life. I began to look
at other areas of my life where I felt weak to
see if those areas might really be strengths in-
stead.

Do you feel weak, pummeled or beaten
down in certain areas of your life? Could it be
that some of those areas might actually be
some of your greatest strengths?

Don’t let the fear of man keep you down.
Ask God what He says about you, your gifts
and your calling. Listen to what He says and
He will set you free.

10



Lesson 2

THE FEAR OF GOD
LLEADS TO FREEDOM

Scripture Reading: Exodus 1:15-22

so afraid of playing in front of others that

I never wanted to play in public. At
home, I could play for hours, loving every
minute of it. But in front of others, my brain
would check out, and my hands would shake.

Then one day I was reading Jesus’ parable
about the talents and the three guys who were
given different amounts of talents. Two of
them made a return on their gifts, but one
buried his talent in the ground because he was
afraid.

I was convicted. I was letting the “fear of
man” keep my talent hidden, when God had
given it to me, not just for me but, like all gifts
He gives, so that we can bless others.

I had a choice to make: I was going to be
guided either by what men might think of me,
or by what God might think of me.

The Hebrew midwives in Egypt had a

Ilove playing the piano, but I used to be
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choice to make, too. When the king of Egypt
was afraid the Israelites were growing too nu-
merous and might one day leave them, he put
them in bondage and ordered the midwives to
kill any baby boys as soon as they were born.
What could the midwives do? Their hands
were tied—or were they? The Bible says:

“The midwives, however, feared God and did not
do what the king of Egypt had told them to do;
they let the boys live.” (Exodus 1:17)

And the results?

‘So God was kind to the midwives and the people
increased and became even more numerous. And

because the midwives feared God, he gave them
Samilies of their own” (Exodus 1:20-21).

Although the “fear of man” threatened to
keep the midwives in bondage, the “fear of
God” set them free. God honored the mid-
wives’ healthy fear of Him by blessing them
with families of their own and freeing who-
knows-how-many children from the grip of
death as well.

Instead of succumbing to their honest and

12



The Fear Of God Leads To Freedom

understandable fears, God showed them a
way around their fears to accomplish what He
called them to do: deliver His children.

I found a way around my fear of playing
the piano in front of people, too.

One day a friend came to my house and
heard a few of the songs I had written. He
seemed to be truly touched by the music and
thought it would touch others, too. He was a
professional musician and asked if he could
bring some recording equipment over and
record the songs. That was fine with me. I
wasn’t afraid of making a mistake in front of a
machine—just people!

When we finished recording a dozen songs,
he gave me a copy of the music. 1 was
amazed by what I heard! I had never heard
my songs played before as a “listener.” I was
always the “player,” and my concentration
was intensely focused on getting the notes
right. For the first time, I was able to truly re-
lax and just listen to the music. And it
touched my own heart, too.

I uploaded the songs on the Internet and
people began to listen.  And they were
touched, too, setting them free from worries,
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tensions, fears and doubts that were keeping
them in bondage.

Instead of succumbing to my honest and
understandable fears, God showed me a way
around my fears to accomplish what He called
me to do: deliver His children. And the con-
fidence that has given me has enabled me to
play in front of people now, too, not caring so
much about the notes I might get wrong, but
caring more about the notes God’s given me
to play.

Is the “fear of man” holding you back
from doing some of the very things that God
has called you to do, gifted you to do, and
equipped you to do? You might want to take
a cue from the Hebrew midwives who feared
God more than man, and in the process set
themselves—and who knows how many oth-
ers—free.

14



Lesson 3

A BURNING HEART
PRECEDES A BURNING
BusH

Scripture Reading: Exodus 2

o you ever wish God would just
show up in a burning bush and tell
you clearly what He wanted you to

do?

Then I have some good news for you: I
believe God wants to do that for you, too!
Why? Because while we’re looking for a burn-
ing bush, God is looking for a burning heart
—one that burns with the same desires for
which His burns.

When I take a close look at the years lead-
ing up to Moses’ burning bush experience, 1
can’t help but think that God didn’t choose
Moses at random. In chapter 2 of Exodus,
we read that Moses’ heart was bent on rescu-
ing people years before God called him to res-
cue an entire nation. Three times in the pas-
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sage preceding the burning bush, we see a
burning heart:

1) He tries to rescue a fellow Hebrew who

was being beaten by an Egyptian;

2) He tries to rescue two fighting Hebrews

from each other;

3) He tries to rescue Jethro’s daughters

from the attacking shepherds.

Here’s a man whose heart was set on res-
cuing people. So when God was looking for a
man to rescue the entire nation of Israel from
slavery, to whom did He look? To Moses, a
man whose heart was already burning to do
the very things that God wanted done.

The lesson for me in this passage is that a
burning heart precedes a burning bush. Some-
times we’re looking for a burning bush when
God is looking for a burning heart. He’s look-
ing to see if we’re eager to do the things that
He wants done. And when He sees a burning
heart, He often puts His finger on that person
and says, “I choose you for this task because
you have shown yourself eager to do the very
things I want done.”

I remember hearing a pastor from Ger-
many speak to a group of us in the United
States, asking if any of us wanted to join him
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A Burning Heart Precedes A Burning Bush

in doing missionary work in Germany. Sever-
al hands went up. Then he asked, “Okay,
what things have you been doing here in the
U.S. with Germanic people?” None of those
in the audience had an answer for him. He
continued, “When I see that you’re working
with Germanic people here and that you truly
have a heart for them, then let’s talk about
coming over to Germany and helping me with
my work. I want to know that your heart is re-
ally in it.”

I had some friends who had a heart for
Chinese people. They wanted to go to China
someday to live and laugh and learn and share
with the Chinese. So they started by inviting
Chinese people into their home while they
lived in the United States. They did this for
several years. When God was looking for
someone to go to China, whom do you think
God called? They eventually moved to China
to live among their people God had put on
their heart, and were able to change even
more lives for Him.

When you look at the lives of people like
Moses, the Apostle Paul and Joseph, you’ll see
that while each of them had rather dramatic
“burning bush” experiences, their ultimate
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calling was not radically different from what
they had been doing all along: serving God
with their whole hearts and doing His will all
along the way.

There’s good news in all of this for you,
too: know that while you’re looking for a
burning bush, God is looking for a burning
heart. In fact, He’s actively looking through-
out the earth for people whose hearts are fully
committed to Him. 2 Chronicles 16:9a says:

“For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to him.”

God is continually looking at our hearts.
Are they fully committed to Him? Are they
burning to do the things that He wants done?

If so, know that God wants to strengthen
you in the work you’re doing. If not, pray
that God will set your heart on fire today for
the things that fire Him up. FEither way, be
encouraged! Once your heart is burning for
God, He'll see it, and He may even speak to
you in your own “burning bush.”
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Lesson 4

GOD RESCUES PEOPLE
THROUGH PEOPLE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 3:1-10

ver wonder why, when God wants

something done, He calls on one of

us to do it instead of just doing it
Himself?

I knew a man who was burdened by the
problem of pornography in our country and
cried out to God: “Don’t You see what’s hap-
pening? How long are You going to let this
go on? When are You going to do something
about it?”

Then he heard God speaking those same
words right back to him: “Don’t you see
what’s happening? How long are you going
to let this go on? When are you going to do
something about itr?”

The man was so convicted that he started
an organization to combat the problem,
served on a presidential task force to deal with
it, and worked for years to try to set people
free from this particular bondage.
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As I read about Moses and the burning
bush in Exodus, chapter 3, I put myself in
Moses’ shoes for a minute (except that he had
taken his off, of course, as God had told him
that he was standing on “holy ground”). If I
were Moses, I think I would have been fine
with everything God was saying up until the
last line. Sentence after sentence, God talked
about everything He wanted to do for the Is-
raelites, then the conversation took a sharp
turn:

“T am the God of your fathers...”

“T have seen the misery of my people...”

“T have heard them crying ont...”

“T am concerned about their suffering...”

“T have come down to rescue them...”

“So now go. I am sending yon...to bring my peo-

ple...out of Egypt”

What?!?! T was with You God up until that
last line! If You're God, if You see their mis-
ery, if You've heard them crying out, if You're
concerned about their suffering, if You've
come down to rescue them, then why don’t
You do it! You could do this way better than I
could!
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God Rescues People Through People

No doubt, God was certainly involved.
There’s no way Moses could have caused the
plagues, split the Red Sea, or made the Egyp-
tians gladly give the Israelites all their gold and
jewels on their way out of town. But for
some reason, God called on Moses to be in-
volved. He told Moses what He was planning
to do, then invited Moses to “jump into the
story.”  It’s scary, but exciting, that God
would let us take part in what He’s trying to
do on the earth.

The lesson I get out of this is that God
likes to rescue people through people. He
wants us to be His hands, His feet, His eyes,
His ears, His mouth.

A few friends asked me to come pray for a
man who was dying of cancer. He was way
too young to be on his death bed, and he let
me know it. He had a lot of questions for
God, saying, “God, what are You doing?”
“Why are You doing this to me?” and “Where
are You, God?”

I understood what He was saying, but I
said, “If you want to know where God is, look
around this room! You've got five people
standing here by your bedside, praying for
you, holding your hand, and talking to you.
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He’s all around your bed! God lives in us and
works through each one of us by His Holy
Spirit.”

Maybe you’re reading these words today
and thinking, “That’s nice for that guy in his
bed, but there’s no one talking to me. Where
is God for me?” Well, I'm talking to you right
now! As you read these words, I hope you’ll
be able to hear the voice of God in them for
you, too, because He wants to tell you some-
thing, too: “I love you, I care about you, and
you know what? I want to use you, too!”

Why does God use people to rescue peo-
ple? The Apostle Paul says it this way:

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though
God were making bis appeal through us. We im-
plore you on Christ’s bebalf: Be reconciled to
God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Let God use you to do His will today.
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Lesson 5

LET GOD’s WILL
OVERCOME YOUR WON’T

Scripture Reading: Exodus 3:11-4:31

ave you ever faced a choice between
God’s “will” and your “won’t”? A
few years ago I felt God wanted me

to go to Israel. I had just quit my job and had
about $1,500 in the bank. It wasn’t exactly
the best time to take a trip! But I couldn’t get
it off my mind, so I called to find out how
much a ticket would be. The answer: $1,498!

Two thoughts went through my head si-
multaneously, one was mine and one was
God’s. I said, “God, I don’t have enough!”
while God said, “Eric, you have just enough!”
I knew I had a decision to make. Was I going
to follow God’s “will,” or follow my “won’t’?

When God calls us to do something that
we’re afraid to do, how can we overcome our
doubts and fears so they don’t get in the way
of God’s will? God gives us a clue in the sto-
ry of Moses at the burning bush in Exodus,
chapters 3 and 4.
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When God spoke to Moses from within
the burning bush, it was an experience most
of us would envy, hearing God speak exactly
what to do, personally and clearly. God said:
“So now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

But Moses protested. He had already tried
to rescue just a few Israelites and that didn’t
seem to go too well. So Moses said to God,
“Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

He had a good question, one we often ask
ourselves when God calls us to do something:
“Who am I?”

But God had a good answer, the same an-
swer He often gives to us, an answer that con-
tains some of the most comforting words in
the whole Bible: “I will be with you.” It’s
worth repeating over and over. “I will be with
you.” “I will be with you.” “I will be with
you.”

Knowing that God will be with you can
help you submit your won’t to God’s will
Maybe you’ve heard these classic lines by an
unknown author, but they’re worth repeating
over and over, too:

24



Let God’s Will Overcome Your Won't

A basketball in my hands is worth about
$19.

A basketball in Michael Jordan’s hands is
worth about $33 million.

It depends on whose hands it’s in.

A sling shot in my hands is a kid’s toy.

A sling shot in David’s hand is a mighty
weapon.

It depends on whose hands it’s in.

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in my
hands is a couple of fish sandwiches.

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in Jesus’
hands will feed thousands.

It depends on whose hands it’s in.

Nails in my hands might produce a bird-
house.

Nails in Jesus Christ’s hands will produce
salvation for the entire world.

It depends on whose hands it’s in.

As you see now, it depends on whose
hands it’s in. So put your concerns, your
worries, your fears, your hopes, your
dreams, your families, and your relation-
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ships in God’s hands, because, “1# depends

on whose hands it’s in.”’

When Moses was convinced that God
would be with him, he finally submitted his
won’t to God’s will. God went with Moses to
Egypt and together they set the Israelites free.
When I was convinced that God would be
with me, I finally submitted my won’t to
God’s will, too. God went with me to Israel
and we were both tremendously blessed.

God called my wife, our two oldest kids
and me to go on a missions trip to Africa. I
looked at the cost and said, “God, I can’t do
it!” To which God seemed to reply, “It’s not
a matter of whether you can or can’t do it, but
whether you will or won’t do it. Remember, I
will be with you and you can do all things
through Christ who gives you strength.” So
we put a deposit down on the trip and prayed
for God’s will to be done. It was!

Don’t let your won’t stand in the way of
God’s will. Remember, God says, “I will be
with you.”
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Lesson 6

THE BATTLE OF
FarriH AND FLESH

Scripture Reading: Exodus 5

hat happens when you step out in
faith, thinking you’re doing what
God wants you to do, but then ev-

erything goes wrong?

Don’t give up on God too soon! You
might find that you’re still in the center of
God’s will—even when everything around
you looks worse than ever before.

This happens all the time in the “natural”
world. Last summer we hired some guys to
fix the broken brick steps that lead up to our
house. Within a few days we had a bigger
mess than before! The yard was piled with
broken bricks and concrete, mounds of sand,
bags of cement and stacks of new bricks, not
to mention the torn up grass from the back-
hoe and cement truck. It was a total mess,
worse than the one we were trying to fix!

The same thing happened to Moses in Ex-
odus 5, with much more devastating results.
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He did exactly what God told him to do, ask-
ing Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out into
the desert for a worship service. The Is-
raelites were thrilled! God had sent a deliver-
er. Butinstead of things getting better, things
got worse—much worse!

Pharaoh said, “No way!” and ordered the
Israelite slaves to continue making the same
number of bricks as before, but he’d no
longer give them any straw to make the bricks
—they would have to find it themselves. The
slaves took a beating and they took it out on
Moses: “May the Lord look upon you and
judge you! You have made us a stench to
Pharaoh and his officials and have put a
sword in their hand to kill us.”

Now Moses faced a battle on two fronts: a
battle of faith and a battle of flesh. Although
he probably wanted to fight the battle of the
flesh first, saving his people from the physical
attack coming against them, he knew which
battle he had to fight first. He had to fight for
his faith—to keep on believing what God had
told him. Had he heard from God or not?
Had he done something wrong or not? He
knew he had to win the battle for his faith
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The Battle Of Faith And Flesh

first if he was ever going to win the battle of
the flesh.

So he did the best thing any of us can do:
he returned to the Lord.

He cried out, “O Lord, why have you
brought trouble upon this people? Is this why
you sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to
speak in your name, he has brought trouble
upon this people, and you have not rescued
your people at all”  God answered him,
telling him he was right on track and to keep
moving forward in faith.

While we were in the middle of our own
brick project, I faced another situation that
was so frustrating that I wrote in my journal,
“I'm pulling my hair out! I want to scream!”
I was trying to redesign The Ranch website so 1
could expand it to minister to more people
over the Internet. That meant I had to install
some new software that I felt God wanted me
to use, but I had no idea how to use it. Ev-
erything I tried made a bigger mess than be-
fore. Instead of making things better, I was
making them worse—much worse!

I went outside and looked at the mess in
our front yard. 1 knew that remodeling
projects were always like this. When in the
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middle of it, the mess gets worse before it gets
better. 1 thanked God for the reminder and
went back to work.

The website ended up more beautiful and
more functional than I could have imagined.
Our front steps turned out better than before
and the grass began to grow again. These
were small victories compared to what Moses
finally gained: he was able to set an entire na-
tion free as God had promised.

Just because your steps of faith lead you
into worse trouble than before, don’t auto-
matically assume that you’re out of God’s will,
or that you’ve done something wrong. Return
to the Lord. Fight the battle of faith first, and
the victory in the flesh will follow.
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Lesson 7

GobD Hrrps Us
Wi1TH BOTH BATTLES

Scripture Reading: Exodus 6

ow well do you do on the “Wednes-
days” of your life? The way you
handle those “hump days” could

very well determine what happens with the
rest of your week—and the rest of your life!

Maybe it’s a marriage that you were really
thrilled about jumping into at first, but then
starts getting hard.  Or maybe it’s a baby
you’ve looked forward to having and then it
finally comes—along with the dirty diapers,
the crying and the sleepless nights. Or maybe
it’s a Bible study you couldn’t wait to start, but
then begins to lag and just isn’t “speaking to
you” anymore. Whatever it is, a “Wednesday”
is anything that makes you feel like you just
want to throw in the towel and give in.

Moses was definitely having a “Wednes-
day” in Exodus chapter 6, and the lesson God
gave him for how to get through it is a good
one for us, too.
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Moses had done exactly what God told
him to do, asking Pharaoh to “Let my people
go.” But Pharaoh said, “No,” and increased
the people’s work.

Now Moses was fighting a battle in his
flesh and a battle in his faith. We find out, in
Exodus chapter 6, when Moses returns to the
Lord, that God is still with him, ready and
willing to help Moses fight both battles. Re-
garding the battle of the flesh, God says He

will help Moses by using His “mighty hand:

“Then the 1.ORD said to Moses, Now you will
see what 1 will do to Pharaoh: Because of my
mighty hand he will let them go; because of my

mighty hand he will drive them out of his country’
" (Exodus 6:1)

Regarding the battle of the faith, God tells
Moses three things:

1) God reminds Moses that this was His
idea, His plan, His covenant (verses 2-5);

2) God reminds Moses that He will be with
Moses, that Moses isn’t fighting alone
(verse 0);

3) God reminds Moses what the outcome
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God Helps Us With Both Battles

will be, what the future holds (verses 7-
8).

When you’re in the middle of your own
battles, be sure to return to the Lord. Let
Him speak to you, remind you, reassure you
that you’re on the right path. If you’re not,
He'll let you know. But if you are, let Him re-
assure you that that this is His idea, that He is
with you and that He has a plan for your fu-
ture. These reminders can give you the faith
you need to make another push in your flesh,
to go another round, to keep moving forward
till “Friday” comes.

I had a dream one night where God spoke
clearly to me about preaching on the Internet.
Even though I thought it would be financially
impossible, I saw in the dream an envelope
wrapped in a “net”—something that looked
like one of those red woven sacks in which
they sell grapefruit. There were a few dollars
in the envelope and a note saying that the bill
had already been paid. I wasn’t to worry
about the money, but to just keep preaching
on the “net.”

What did I do when I woke up? I worried
about the money! Over time, whenever I “re-
turned to the Lord,” He reminded me that

33



Eric Elder

this was His idea, that He was with me, and
that He had a plan for my future.

Because I returned to Him so many times
to get this reminder, I finally took a red mesh
grapefruit bag and put it in my bill drawer.
Every time I’d worry about the money, I’d
open that drawer, see the “net” and immedi-
ately sense the peace of God. There was
nothing magical about the bag—it was simply
a visual reminder of the promises God had
made to me—but it helped me get through
more than a few of my own “Wednesdays.”

Don’t let “Wednesdays” get you down.
Don’t let the rest of your week drop; don’t let
the rest of your marriage or job or children
drop; don’t let the rest of your life drop. Re-
turn to the Lord. He’ll help you fight both
battles. Remember: Friday’s coming!
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Lesson 8

GOD SETS PEOPLE FREE
So ALL WiLL KNOw

Scripture Reading: Exodus 7-10

eople sometimes wonder why God

“hardens” Pharaoh’s heart in the

process of setting the Israelites free
from Egypt. Why does God have to do it this
way? Doesn’t this override Pharaoh’s free
will, if God is the one who makes Pharaoh’s
heart hard?

Not at alll A friend of mine compares this
to the different effects the sun has on two dif-
ferent objects: butter and clay. What hap-
pens when the sun shines on a lump of butter
for a few hours? It gets soft. But what hap-
pens when the sun shines on a lump of clay
for a few hours? It gets hard! The same sun
that softens the butter, hardens the clay. The
difference is not in the sun, but in the reaction
of the objects to the sun.

When God pours out the plagues in Exo-
dus chapters 7, 8, 9 and 10, Moses and
Pharaoh have two different reactions. Moses’
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heart gets softer to God’s purposes and
Pharaoh’s just gets harder and harder.

But there’s still a deeper question in this
story:  Why does God have to bother with
Moses, Pharaoh and the plagues at all? If
God wants to set the people free, why doesn’t
He just cut off their chains, open the gates of
Egypt and walk the people out? Why, for that
matter, does God free anyone the way He
does?

Why wait until Daniel’s already in the lion’s
den before saving him? Why wait for little
David to come onto the scene before defeat-
ing Goliath?  Why wait till Jonah’s near the
bottom of the ocean before sending a whale
out to save him?

God tells us the answer in every one of
these stories.

He sets people free in a way that the world
will know that He is the Lord, so that others
will put their faith in Him and be set free, too.

We can read this over and over again in the
story of the plagues:

- “L.and the Egyptians will know that I am the
LORD...” (Exodus 7:5)
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God Sets People Free So All Will Know

by this you will know that 1 am the
LORD...” (Exodus 7:17)

- “..50 that you may know there is no one life
the LORD...” (Exodus 8:10)

- “..50 that you will know that 1, the LORD ,
am in this land.” (Exodus 8:22)

— “L.that my name might be proclaimed in all the
earth.” (Exodus 9:16)

We can read this over and over again
throughout the Bible.

When God sets Daniel free from the lion’s
den, He does it in a way that so impresses the
king of that land that the king “wroze a letter to
all the peoples, nations and men of every language
throughout the land...that in every part of my king-
dom  people must fear and reverence the God of
Daniel” (from Daniel 6:25-27).

When God gave David the victory over
Goliath, He did it in a way that “%he whole world
will know that there is a God in Israel” (from 1
Sammnel 17:4546).

When God rescued Jonah from the depths
of the ocean, He was able to get His message
out to the people of Nineveh so that even the
king of that city issued a proclamation to all
the people in his land: “Lef everyone call urgently
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on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their vi-
olence. Who knows? God may yet relent and with
compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will
not perish” (from Jonah 3:7-9).

If you wonder why God does things the
way He does, pray that God would soften
your heart to the things He’s trying to do.
Pray that God would soften the hearts of your
family and friends to the things He may be
trying to do through you. Then trust Him
that He really does want to set you and your
family and friends free.

God may be waiting for just the right time,
just the right place, and just the right circum-
stances so that others will know that He is the
Lord, put their faith and trust in Him, and be
set free, too.
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Lesson 9

ULTIMATE VICTORY COMES
FroM ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 11

ow free do you want to be? If you
want to get a little bit free, you only
have to make a little bit of sacrifice.

But if you want to get totally free, you have to
make a total sacrifice.

I’ve ridden on a few swings with my kids
before and there’s a bit of a thrill that comes
with it. But one day I went on a 100 foot
bungee swing with them and it was a totally
different experience!

After my six year old son and I were pulled
half-way up to the top, he asked “Are we
there yet?” When we were pulled still higher
and higher, he hung onto my arm tighter and
tighter. When we got to the top, I counted to
three before pulling the cord that would
plunge us down the 100 foot drop:

One! Two! Three! Whewwwww! The
sense of freedom that came in those next few
seconds was overwhelming as we swung

39



Eric Elder

down and then back up again over the crowd
below us.

Moses had the chance to get a little bit of
freedom for the Israelite slaves in Egypt.
Pharaoh offered Moses the chance to go into
the desert for a few days with just the men.
Moses said, “No.” Then Pharaoh said Moses
could go with the women and children, too,
but just leave the animals behind. Moses re-
fused. Each time Pharaoh offered a compro-
mise, Moses held out for total freedom, be-
cause that’s what God had promised him.

In Exodus chapter 11, God tells Moses
that total freedom is just around the corner,
but it wouldn’t come without cost.

So Moses said, “This is what the LORD says:
About midnight 1 will go throughout Egypt. Ev-
ery firsthorn son in Egypt will die, from the first-
born son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the
firsthorn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand
mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well.
There will be lond wailing thronghont Egypt -
worse than there bas ever been or ever will be
again. But among the Israelites not a dog will
bark at any man or animal.” Then you will know
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Ultimate Victory Comes From Ultimate Sacrifice

that the 1LORD makes a distinction between
Egypt and Israel” (Exodus 11:4-7).

Ultimate victory comes only from ultimate
sacrifice.

None of the Israelites’ sons would die in
this way, but God called upon them to make a
sacrifice, too—of a lamb. When they put the
blood of the lamb on the doorframes of their
homes, the Angel of the Lord would “pass
over” them and not kill their sons, because
their sacrifice had already been made.

There are times when something has to die
so something else can live.

I heard a woman speak one night about dy-
ing to ourselves so that God could live
through us. She quoted Madame Guyon, a
Christian who lived in France in the 1600’s,
who talked about this total surrender as
“plunging your will into the depths of God’s
will, there to be lost forever.”

I was enthralled by this vision. But a friend
of mine, who had heard the same talk, was
scared to death by it. He wasn’t sure if he
could trust God or not, and wasn’t wanting to
take the chance to find out.

I wasn’t sure I wanted to do the bungee

41



Eric Elder

swing, either, until I saw a sign on the ride
that said, “100% safety.” That’s what I need-
ed to know to enjoy the ride of my life.
Maybe you’re not sure you want to totally sur-
render everything in your life to Christ. Let
me assure you that based on my experience,
the experience of others, and most important-
ly, the words of God Himself in the Bible,
that God is trustworthy. He loves you, cares
about you, and has already made the ultimate
sacrifice for you. Jesus is ‘the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29b).

If you want a little bit of freedom, trust Je-
sus a little bit. But if you want total freedom,
put your faith in Christ for everything in your
life. Everything! Then you’ll find out the
truth of Jesus’ words: ‘U the Son sets you free, yon
will be free indeed! (John 8:36).
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Lesson 10

GoD FuLriLLs His
PROMISES IN
UNFORGETTABLE WAYS

Scripture Reading: Exodus 12

an you imagine an event so memo-

rable that people would still celebrate

it 3,500 years later? Not 35, or 350,
but 3,500 years later!?! The Passover was just
such an event: the night the Israelites were
set free from their bondage in Egypt.

We’ve already looked at one of the reasons
God does things the way He does: so that the
whole world will know that He is God, so
they will put their faith in Him, too. But in
this lesson, we see yet another reason: some-
times God fulfills His promises in a way that
is so unforgettable that people will remember
it for years to come.

When God called me into full-time min-
istry, He used a verse about the Passover to
confirm it. I was asking God to confirm
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some things He was telling me were going to
happen that day.

Two verses of scripture came to my mind:
Genesis 2:3 and Exodus 12:2. 1 didn’t know
what the verses said, so I looked up Genesis
2:3. It was about the first Sabbath Day. As-
suming I must have heard wrong on that one,
I turned to Exodus 12:2, which was about the
first Passover. I began to write in my journal,
“God, I don’t get it,” but before I finished the
sentence, 1 felt like God said: “Like the Sab-
bath and the Passover were markers of special
days, so today will mark a special day for you,
Eric.”

“What will it mark?” T asked.

“The beginning of your ministry,” He an-
swered.

God did what He promised to do that day,
and within 48 hours I had quit my job and
launched out into full-time ministry.

As memorable as that event was for me, it
was minuscule compared to what God did for
the Israelites on that first Passover night:

“Each man is to take a lamb for bis family...year-
old males without defect, and...slanghter them at
midnight....take some of the blood and put it on
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God Fulfills His Promises In Unforgettable Ways

the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses
where they eat the lambs...On that same night 1
will pass throngh Egypt and strike down every
firstborn - both men and animals - and 1 will
bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. 1 am the
LORD. The blood will be a sign for you on the
houses where you are; and when 1 see the blood, 1
will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch
you when 1 strike Egypt. This is a day you are to
commemorate; for the generations to come you shall
celebrate it as a festival to the LORD - a lasting
ordinance” (Exodus 12:3, 6, and 12-14).

And a lasting celebration it has become.
When Jesus celebrated the Passover on the
night before He died, the tradition was already
1,500 years old. You’ve probably celebrated
it, even if you weren’t fully aware of it, if
you've ever taken communion, or the Lord’s
Supper. For it was during the Passover meal
that Jesus took the bread and the cup and
spoke these words:

“This is my body, which is for you; do this in re-
membrance of me...this cup is the new covenant in
my blood. Do this whenever you drink it in re-
membrance of me” (1 Corinthians 11:24-25).
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Just as the Old Covenant required a lamb
to be sacrificed so the Israelites could go free,
the New Covenant has the same requirement
so that we can go free, except that Jesus is
that lamb. The Bible says, “For Christ, onr
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” (I Corinthians
5:7).

For all that the Israelites had to go through
in Egypt—the hard labor, the waiting, the
wailing all around them—their day of free-
dom was so memorable we still celebrate it
3,500 years later.

Are you waiting for God to do something
in your life? Are you wondering why it has to
take so long—why your labor might be get-
ting harder not easier? It just might be that
God is working things out in such a way that
when He does fulfill His promises to you, He
will do it in a way that is so unforgettable, that
you—and everyone around you—will remem-
ber it for years.
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Lesson 11

MARK
THE DATE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 13:1-16

again—because it was so memorable—

which day would you re-live? For me, I’'d
pick November 19th, 1988, the day I asked
my wife, Lana, to marry me. It was perfect in
every way, even including the brief rain show-
er that fell on us while we rode paddle boats
at the Houston Zoo.

Some dates are so memorable that we
think we’ll never forget them. But as time
passes, and life takes its unexpected turns, we
can sometimes forget, or simply devalue, what
God has done for us in the past. And when
we forget, we tend to quickly lose ground on
any freedom we had gained up to that point.

In the last ten lessons of this study, we
looked at how the Israelites were finally able
to get free from their bondage. In the next
ten lessons, we’re going to look at how to stay

If you could live any day of your life over

47



Eric Elder

free, which can be just as important as getting
free in the first place.

The first lesson for staying free is this:
mark the date. Make a point to deliberately
remember, from year to year, just what God
has done for you. And not only for you to re-
member, but as an opportunity to remind
those around you what God has done for you,
too.

Here’s what God told the Israelites to do in
Exodus chapter 13:

“Then Moses said to the people, ‘Commenmorate
this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery, becanse the LORD brought yon
out of it with a mighty hand ... You must keep
this ordinance at the appointed time year after year
o In days to come, when your son asks you,
What does this mean?’ say to him, With a
mighty hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt,
out of the land of slavery’ ... and it will be like a
sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead
that the LORD brought us ont of Egypt with his
mighty hand.”

God knew what the Israelites would be fac-
ing in the future. He knew that they may one
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day wonder if they had made the wrong deci-
sion, if maybe they should turn around and go
back to Egypt, back into bondage. But if they
could simply remember this night and the
miraculous deliverance they experienced that
could only be attributed to the hand of God,
they would have the faith to keep moving for-
ward - faith to endure any obstacle in the fu-
ture.

Some people scoff at holidays, thinking
they serve no purpose except to give people a
day off of work. But to those who use these
“holy” days well, they can be powerful re-
minders of what God has done, and provide
“staying power” for those who have been set
tree.

Here in the United States, we celebrate a
holiday called Thanksgiving, a day that was es-
tablished when the first people who came to
this land from overseas wanted to remember
all that God had done for them. They had
lost much in the process of coming to Ameri-
ca, including many loved ones who didn’t sur-
vive the trip and their first few months here.
But rather than despair over what they had
lost, they gave thanks for what they had
found.
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The day before I wrote this lesson was No-
vember 19th. Throughout the day, I took
time to remember what happened on the day
I proposed to Lana. I told my kids about it. I
told her brother about it. I told her Dad
about it. I bought her flowers. I love to re-
live that day in my mind for myself, and out
loud for others, because I want to continually
remember throughout my life what God has
done for me.

Are you struggling to stay free? Wondering
if it might be better to head back to Egypt? If
so, try taking some time this week to remem-
ber some of the things God has done for you
in the past. Mark those dates on your calen-
dar. Celebrate them every year. Let them be
“like a sign on your hand and a symbol on
your forehead” of all that the Lord has done
for you.
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Lesson 12

GoD’s RoOuTtE TAKES TIME
FOrR OUR SAKE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 13:17-22

ave you ever been able to see exactly
where you want to go, but it seems
like it takes forever to get there?

The more you walk towards it, the farther
away it gets?  'That may not be an optical illu-
sion. That may just be the hand of God at
work.

I’'ve been working on a project for several
years. Every once in awhile I think I see the
finish line just around the next turn. Then I
realize that it wasn’t the finish line at all, but
just another marker along the way. God urges
me on, and seems to send me on another lap
around the track.

Why does God do that? Isn’t He the One
who called us to run this race in the first place
and holds out the prize for us at the end? In
Exodus chapter 13, God gives us at least one
of the reasons He holds us back from reach-
ing the finish line too soon.
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When God promised the Israelites He
would bring them into “the Promised Land,”
He set them free from Egypt and sent them
on their way. But instead of sending them on
the straightest route, He deliberately sent

them on a much longer route around the
desert. He tells us why in Exodus 13:17-18a:

“When Pharaob let the people go, God did not
lead them on the road through the Philistine coun-
try, though that was shorter. For God said, ‘If
they face war, they might change their minds and
return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by
the desert road toward the Red Sea.”

The Israelites were so fresh out of Egypt
that God knew that if they went straight to
the Promised Land and had to do battle right
away, they might have hightailed it right back
to Egypt. God knew that Egypt was a much
worse place for them to be and it wasn’t
where He wanted them to be at all. For their
own protection, God took them on the longer
route.

Oftentimes we get frustrated when we have
to take the longer route. We cry out, “God,
why is it taking so long for me to get there?
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Why is it taking so long to restore my mar-
riage that I know You want restored? To get
the job that I know you want me to have? To
bring back the child that I know You want to
bring back? To finish the project that I know
You called me to do?”

It might be that God is waiting until we’re
ready to say with our whole heart: “OK,
God, I'm ready to take on this battle no mat-
ter what. I’m going to fight for my marriage
the way You want me to fight for it. I'm go-
ing to fight for my job, fight for my purpose,
fight for my calling in life. I want to be able
to stand firm in these things, God, so teach
me everything I need to know before I get
there, because if I get there too soon, I might
hightail it back to Egypt.”

Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us how we can get this
kind of attitude: “Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and lean not on your own understanding
i all your ways acknowledge bim, and he will matke
your paths straight.”

Sometimes the shortest route in the long
run is the longest route in the short run.

Don’t be frustrated when God says to take
another lap around the track. Don’t give up
on what God’s called you to do. Don’t give
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in to the thinking that you’ll never make it.
Follow the example of the Apostle Paul: “But
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and strain-
ing toward what is ahead, 1 press on toward the goal
to win the prize for which God has called me heaven-
ward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13b-14).

Tell God: “Father, I'm ready when You
are. Whether I reach my goal today or some-
time down the road, I'm still going to trust
You no matter what. You’ve brought me this
far. I know You’ll bring me home.”
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Lesson 13

STAND
FirMm

Scripture Reading: Exodus 14:1-14

hat can you do when your back is
up against the wall, when you can’t
go forward, and when you feel like

God doesn’t want you to go backward?
Sometimes the best thing to do is the hardest
thing to do: to “stand firm.”

A few years ago, my family was moving
from Texas to Illinois. We had a very short
timeframe to sell our house and make the
move. As I prayed about it, I felt God wanted
us to make the move between February 15th
and February 28th, a two week window of
time—that was less than two months away.

I was fighting for my faith on this one. I
telt I was supposed to sell the house without a
realtor, which can often take longer than with
a realtor, and I didn’t have any time to lose.
Then I got a letter from a realtor that almost
totally undid my faith. It read:

“It’s now been a couple of weeks since you
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began trying to sell your house by yourself,
and for your sake I do hope you will be suc-
cessful—although the odds are not with you.
I say this because currently in this area there
are some 470 full-time real estate profession-
als who are working 7 days a week to sell
homes like yours. Yet even with so many pro-
fessionals on the job, it is still taking an aver-
age of 30-120 days to get a listed home sold.
Now, if it takes 470 full-time professionals
over 4 months to get a house sold, how long
will it take you—working part-time by your-
self?”

I wondered what to do. It was critical that
we sell our house quickly. Then I was re-
minded of the Israelites in Exodus, chapter
14.

They had just been set free from Egypt
when God led them right up to the edge of
the Red Sea. Pharaoh had changed his mind
again, wondering why he had let his slaves go
free. He took his chariots and chased after
the Israelites, threatening to put them into
bondage again. The Israelites saw their cap-
tors coming and cried out to Moses:

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt
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that you brought us to the desert to die? What
have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?
Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, Leave us alone; let
us serve the Egyptians’? It wonld have been better
Sor us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
desert!” (Excodus 14:11-12).

Sometimes we wonder the same thing. We
finally get free from something that has en-
slaved us, then it tries to force its way back
into our lives to captivate us again. We panic.
We wonder why we ever tried to get free in
the first place. But Moses told his people
something that helped them stay free, and it
can help us stay free as well. Moses answered:

“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The
Egyptians yon see today you will never see again.
The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be
still” (Exodus 14:13-14).

Even Moses couldn’t have guessed that
God was going to part the Red Sea for them
to cross, but he knew that God had brought
them this far, and He could bring them home.

In my own small way, I felt like Moses with
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my back up against the Sea. 1 was about to
panic when I got that realtor’s letter. But I
decided to “stand firm.” As if in confirmation
of my decision, I read another story in 1
Kings 18 where God answered the prayers of
one man, Elijah, over the misguided prayers
of 450 others. It was close enough to my situ-
ation up against the 470 realtors mentioned in
the letter that it gave me goose bumps!

Three weeks later we had a buyer for the
house. We finalized the sale on February 26th
and pulled out of town on February 28th.

Standing orders are good orders. If God
hasn’t directed a change in your plans, the
best plan is to “stand firm” in the plan He’s
already given you.

Don’t give in to fear. Stand firm in God!
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Lesson 14

TAKE
ACTION

Scripture Reading: Exodus 14:15-31

ing firm” when our back is up against the

wall. In this study, we’ll look at what to
do next, because God doesn’t want us to
stand still forever. There comes a time when
God calls us to take action.

To paraphrase a preacher in the early days
of America, who had been praying about what
God wanted him to do in regards to creating
this new country: “There’s a time to pray and
a time to act. Now’s the time to act!”

Prayer is not a one-way conversation, but is
an invitation for God to speak. And when
God speaks, we need to do what He says, no
matter how trivial a thing he might tell us to
do.

God spoke to Moses when Moses” back
was up against the wall of the Red Sea. The
people had been crying out to Moses, com-
plaining that he had brought them out into

I n our last study, we took a look at “stand-
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the desert to die at the hands of the Egyp-
tians. As the Egyptian chariots quickly ap-
proached, Moses told the people to “stand
firm,” and they would see the deliverance of
the Lord.
But then God told Moses what to do next:
“Then the ILORD said to Moses, ‘Why are you
crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.
Raise your staff and stretch ont your hand over the
sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go
through the sea on dry ground. ... Then Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that
night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong
east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters
were divided, and the Israelites went through the
sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their
right and on their left” (Exodus 14:15-16, 21-
22).

Moses may have thought: What? Just raise
my staff and stretch ont my hand over the sea? How
could that help!?! But Moses did what God said
to do, and the Lord blew back the waters with
His very breath, delivering the Israelites to
safety and destroying their captors.

I was farming with my Dad one day when
the rain began to fall on our two tractors. I
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was driving ahead of my Dad, preparing the
ground so he could plant the grain behind me.
It was critical that we got the crops in the
ground that day. We didn’t have time for a
storm.

As the rain started hitting my face, I stood
up on the open-air tractor, held my hand up
above my head, and prayed that the rain
would stop. Guess what happened? I got
drenched! Totally soaked from head to toe! 1
said, “Okay, God, I don’t have control over
the wind and rain.”

But as I thought about it some more, I
said, “Even though I don’t have control, God,
I believe that You do. I think this is just Satan
trying to discourage me. God, I'm going to
put my hand back up and keep on praying.
I’'m going to keep driving and praying until
the rain stops, because we need to get Dad’s
crops in today!”

Although the rain kept pelting me in the
face, I held my hand up high. I was still get-
ting soaked for a few more minutes, but by
the time I got to the other end of the field and
turned around to take another pass, the rain
had completely stopped. For the rest of the
day, we planted that field as the rain came
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down in sheets all around us. Even the cars
that drove on the road bordering our field had
their windshield wipers going all day long, but
the rain didn’t touch the ground we were
planting.

God doesn’t always answer our prayers so
dramatically, and even when He doesn’t, we
can be assured that He has something better
in mind for us, because God is ultimately
FOR us.

But when God des tell you to take action,
take action! No matter how big or how small
that action may be, make sure to get it done.
Don’t let Satan get you down. Lift your
hands to God and press on!
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Lesson 15

TAKE TIME
To PRrRAISE GOD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 15:1-21

hen you’ve broken free from some-
thing in your life, what’s a practical
thing you can do to stay free?

One thing is to write down specifically
what God has done for you—in a poem, in a
song, or just in some words that don’t even
rhyme. When you take the time to write it
down, especially in a way that can be recited
or sung later, those words can be a reminder
of what God has done for you—and what
He’s going to do in the future.

I don’t think of myself as a poet, but some-
times poems just come out! One came out
when I was a senior in college when I was dat-
ing Lana. I was working at an office that had
an Apple computer called the “Lisa.” “Lisa”
was Apple’s forerunner to the Macintosh, and
was the first of Apple’s computers to have a
“graphical user interface,” years before
Microsoft created “windows.”
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That’s when I fell in love, not only with
Lana, but also with Apple computers. I dis-
covered that this computer allowed me to ex-
press myself in a poem by drawing pictures
next to the text:

“I love your name Lana,

You don’t look like a (I drew a picture of a
banana).

Your (I drew a picture of her hair) is so
cutly,

You never look (I drew a picture of a squit-
rel) -1y.”

I'll spare you from having to read the rest
of the poem! As goofy as it was, Lana has
kept it to this day.

The fact that we take the time to write
down something about someone special can
have a significant impact on them—and on
us.

For the Israelites, when they got free from
the Egyptians and made it to the other side of
the Red Sea, they seemed to almost sponta-
neously combust into a song about the experi-
ence:
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“T will sing to the .ORD,
for be is highly exalted.

The horse and its rider

he has hurled into the sea.”
(Exodus 15:1)

This goes on for 20 more verses. The song
is specifically about their experience, recalling
how the water piled up like a wall on each side
of them, and then how God blew the water
back into place again with His breath, plung-
ing their enemies to the depths like a stone.
The song then turns into a song of hope for
what God promised to do for them in the fu-
ture.

Their song was such a powerful reminder
of God’s deliverance that we still sing some of
its refrains today, such as, “And I shall pre-
pare him my heart...” from the song Exodus
XV.

Just as people love it when we take time to
write about how much they mean to us, God
loves it, too. One of the reasons is because it
takes time to write down the words. In that
time, when we recall what God has done for
us and what He has promised to do for us in
the future, we can find hope to go on. We
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can remember all that He’s done and all that
He’s going to do. We remind ourselves that
we don’t really want to go back to our own
“Egypt” ever again.

As 1 wrote this lesson, we were about to
celebrate Christmas all around the world. We
were getting ready to sing songs about things
that God has done throughout the ages, some
of them thousands of years ago, and some just
a few years ago. I wondered aloud if maybe it
was time for a new song, too?

Has God done something in your life that
youd like to remember forever—something
that you’d like to pass on to future genera-
tions? Or is there someone special in your life
who could use a special gift this week? Not a
gift from a store, but a gift from a storehouse
of love. If so, let it flow! Write a poem to the
awesome God we serve—or to someone that
you love. If you like music, how about writ-
ing a tune, or just humming one that can go
along with the poem?

Then give it to your Beloved as a special
act of love. Theyll keep it forever. And it
will help keep you free!
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Lesson 16

Cry Our
To THE LLORD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 15:22-27

hat makes Christmas so special for
so many people? I think the an-
swer can be summed up in one

word: JESUS. That one word contains more
power, more hope and more love than all the
others words in the world combined.

Even the word “Jesus” has a significant
meaning. It comes from the Greek form of
the name Joshua, which means “the Lord
saves.” So to say that “Jesus Saves” is like
saying, in bold and underlined, “The Savior
Saves!” It is the saving power of Jesus that
makes Christmas so special to me and mil-
lions of others around the world.

It is that same Truth that God has been
trying to get across to people for thousands of
years.

Three thousand years ago there were over
600,000 men, women and children who were
on the verge of death in the middle of a
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desert. They had just lived through some of
the most fearful and awesome moments ever
recorded in history, and yet they found them-
selves once again at the edge of calamity.
Having found no water in the desert for
three days, they finally found water at a place
called Marah—only to discover that the water
was bitter and was undrinkable. This was the
last straw. They grumbled to Moses, and
Moses did the best thing any of us can do in
such a situation—he cried out to the Lord:

“Then Moses cried out to the 1.ORD, and the
LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it

into the water, and the water became sweet” (Exo-

dus 15:25).

Once again, “the Lord saves.” There’s a big
difference between grumbling to others and
crying out to the Lord. “Grumbling to oth-
ers” is giving in to defeat and failure. “Crying
out to the Lord” is looking up with hope and
anticipation. 'The people grumbled. Moses
cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed
him exactly what to do.

A man here in the U.S., by the name of
George Washington Carver, saw poverty and

68



Cry Out To The Lord

desperation all around him in his home state
of Georgia. He cried out to the Lord, asking
God to show him the secrets of the universe.
God told George that this would be too much
for him to handle! So George asked God to
show him the secrets of the peanut, an unim-
portant plant at that time that grew in Geor-
gia. In response to that cry, God showed
George hundreds of uses for the peanut, in-
cluding peanut butter, oils, lubricants, paints
and more. George put his wisdom to use and
turned the peanut into a $13 million industry
for the state of Georgia.

Back to Jesus, I heard from a woman who
had grown up as a Buddhist, and who one day
she found herself in the blackest of holes.
Her marriage, her family, and her life were a
total mess. She didn’t know what to do. So
she did the one thing she hadn’t tried before.
She called out to Jesus, whom she had heard
about on television. Standing in the middle of
her living room, she looked up to heaven,
with tears in her eyes, and called out to Jesus
as loud as she could. With that cry, Jesus to-
tally and completely transformed her life here
on earth and gave her a future in heaven, too.
You can read her whole story on The Ranch
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website by going to “Stories” and clicking on
“Jesus Get Me Out Of Here!”

I don’t know where you are today or what
you’re going through. But the Lord knows—
the Lord who saves, the Lord who took a tru-
ly desperate situation and completely turned it
around by showing Moses the simplest of so-
lutions—to throw a stick into bitter water to
make it sweet.

What do you need from the Lord today?
Don’t grumble to others. Cry out to the
Lord! Listen for His answer, no matter how
simple. You might find that the solution is
right under your nose. You just need the
Lord to show it to you! You’ll find out again
that the Lord is able to save you and those
around you, perhaps even hundreds of thou-
sands around you! Remember what “Jesus”
means: “The Lord Saves!”
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Lesson 17

TRUST GOD TO PROVIDE
SHOWING HE’S THE LLORD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 16

ant to see the hand of God at work
in your life this year? Try this:
take time to write down each of

your prayers in a journal or on a pad of paper.
Then leave some space next to each prayer so
that you can come back later to record when,
and how, that prayer was answered.

Within just a few weeks, you’ll begin to see
how many prayers God answers on a regular
basis. You’ll also see how often He answers
those prayers in a way that youll &zow it was
the Lord who answered them. By connecting
your prayers to God’s answers, you'll both see
and know that God’s hand is at work in your
life.

This is how God said He would answer the
prayers of the Israclites when they cried out
for food in the desert in Exodus chapter 16:

The I.LORD said to Moses, “1 have heard the
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grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight
you will eat meat, and in the morning youn will be
filled with bread. Then yon will know that I am
the LORD your God’ ” (Exodus 16:11-12).

Starting the very next day, God gave them
manna every morning and quail every night,
not as the result of some natural desert phe-
nomenon, but clearly as a result of God deliv-
ering on His promise exactly as He told them
He would.

One day, God answered one of my prayers
in a similarly specific way when I was praying
about where God wanted me to live and min-
ister.

I was living in Illinois at the time and had a
map of the United States laying out on the ta-
ble. Just out of curiosity, I closed my eyes and
let my finger fall on the map. When I saw
that it had landed on Dallas, Texas, I closed
the map. I really wasn’t wanting to go back to
Texas again, since I had just moved back to
Ilinois from from Texas just a few years earli-
er.

But later that night, as I told a friend on
the phone what had happened regarding the
map, my friend immediately described to me a
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picture that God had impressed on his mind
when I said the word “Dallas.” He described
a place called “The Ranch,” not the famous
ranch from the old TV show “Dallas,” but a
scene he had never seen before. He told me
in detail about the location of the trees, the
sunset, some obstacles, a dirt path, a fence,
and a river by, next to which stood one soli-
tary tree casting its shadow on the water.

My friend drew what he had seen on a
piece of paper. He signed it, dated it and
faxed me a copy. Vision or no vision, I still
wasn’t interested in going to Texas! So I
promptly forgot about it...until several
months later when I got a phone call from a
pastor in Dallas, Texas. He wanted to know if
I would be interested in moving to Dallas to
serve as the Associate Pastor at his church. 1
had to pull out my friend’s sketch and ask
God if there was any connection between the
call and my earlier prayer. It turns out there
was!  You can see the whole story on The
Ranch website by watching the video for this
lesson.

Suffice it to say we ended up moving to
Dallas! Exactly one year later—to the day—I
found myself standing on the bank of the riv-
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er outside our new back yard, looking at a
scene that had been detailed a year earlier in a
drawing I now held in my hand and included
the trees, the sunset, the obstacles, the dirt
path, the fence, and even the solitary tree cast-
ing its shadow onto the watet! To top it all
off, just behind this scene was a brand new
sports rehab center that happened to open
that very month called, “The Ranch.” (This
story was the inspiration for how I decided to
call my website The Ranch!)

If you want to see the hand of God at
work in your life, take time to write down
your prayers—then leave room for His an-
swers!  When you make the connection be-
tween your prayers and God’s answers, you’ll
begin to see clearly that the Lord really is “the
LORD!”
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Lesson 18

TAKE IT
To THE LLORD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

hat can we do when people seem
to love us one minute and hate us
the next—when we haven’t even

done anything differently? We can learn a les-
son from Moses and do what he did: take it
to the Lord.

I remember a man who had heard about
some of the things I was doing in my walk of
faith with God. He was so impressed that he
came over to my house one day said to me:
“you’re the closest thing to a disciple I’ve ever
seen.” Within a month, that same man started
to deride and question everything I did. I
wasn’t doing anything differently, but some-
how his perception of me had changed during
that month.

People can be fickle—and sometimes with
good reason. But we still need to know how
to respond to them. Moses had to deal with
people’s fickle reactions all the time. When
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things were going great in the camp, the peo-
ple put their faith in Moses, following him
wherever he led. But when circumstances
changed, their opinions of Moses changed,
even to the point where they wanted to stone
him to death.

In Exodus 17, when the people found
themselves without water again, they turned
on Moses again:

“The whole Israelite community set out from the
Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the
LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidinm,
but there was no water for the people to drink. So
they quarreled with Moses and said, ‘Give us wa-
ter to drink.’

“Moses replied, Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you put the LORD to the test?’ But the
people were thirsty for water there, and they grum-
bled against Moses. They said, Why did you
bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our chil-
dren and livestock die of thirst?” ” (Exodus 17:1-

3).

What could Moses do? Instead of taking it
personally, he took it to the Lord—and the
Lord answered him.
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“T'hen Moses cried out to the 1.ORD, What am
I to do with these people? They are almost ready to
stone me.’

“The LORD answered Moses, Walk on ahead
of the people. Take with you some of the elders of
Israel and take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile, and go. 1 will stand there be-
Sfore you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock,
and water will come out of it for the people to
drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders
of Israel. And he called the place Massah and
Meribah becanse the Israelites quarreled and be-
canse they tested the 1LORD saying, ‘Is the
LLORD among us or not?’ ” (Exodus 17:4-7).

This last question is the key question for all
of us: “Is the Lord among us or not?” If we
can answer that question, we can be dead to
compliments and dead to criticism.

When God answered Moses, He clearly

told Moses what to do: walk on ahead of the

people, take some of the elders with him,
along with his staff, with which God had al-
ready displayed his power. Then He told
Moses: “I will stand there before you by the

rock at Horeb.”
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God said, in effect: “Moses, I am with
you. Strike the rock and you’ll have water for
all the people.”

Jesus said similar words to his disciples,
words which still apply to all of us who call
ourselves his disciples today: “And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew
28:20b).

When we know that God is with us, we can
properly respond to people’s comments,
whether they are compliments or criticism.
The key is not in ignoring people’s compli-
ments or criticism, but in fully recognizing
that God is with us in what we’re doing.
When we know that He is with us, we will
clearly defer people’s compliments and criti-
cism to Him, knowing that it is God who is
calling the shots, not us.

Whether people compliment you or criti-
cize you, don’t take it personally. Take it to
the Lord, letting Him reassure you that He’s
still with youl!
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Lesson 19

TAKE YOUR POSITION AND
MAINTAIN YOUR POSITION

Scripture Reading: Exodus 17:8-16

hat difference can it make to those
around you whether or not you can
“stay up” in your faith? For some

people, it may mean the difference between
victory and defeat, between staying free and
falling back into bondage.

When God calls us to take action, He
wants us to take our position, and maintain
our position, even when we begin to feel
weak. He may even send others to help us so
we can continue to stand strong,.

In the case of Moses, God sent two men to
help him when he was feeling weak. When
Moses was wearing out, he lowered his arms,
and his army began to lose. But when Aaron
and Hur gave him a boost, Moses’ army got a
boost at the same time. There’s a short de-
scription of this event in Exodus 17:

“The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites
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at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose some
of our men and go ont to fight the Amalekites. To-
morrow 1 will stand on top of the hill with the staff
of God in my hands.’

“So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had
ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the
top of the hill. As long as Moses held up bis
hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he
lowered bis hands, the Amalekites were winning.
When Moses® hands grew tired, they took a stone
and put it under him and be sat on it. Aaron and
Hur held bis hands up—one on one side, one on
the other—so that his hands remained steady till
sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army
with the sword” (Exodus 7:8-13).

It must have seemed odd for Moses to tell

Joshua to go into battle while Moses himself
went up on a hill, holding his staff in his
hands. But they both had their roles to play.
They both had to take their positions and
maintain their positions for victory to come.
Moses needed to keep his staff in the air, and
Joshua needed to fight with all his might.

What’s the deal with Moses having to hold

his arms up in the air? What good could that
do? While I'm sure there were supernatural
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things that God did by having Moses raise his
staff, (like turning water into blood and split-
ting the Red Sea in two), I also think there
were some “natural” things that God did
through this act, too.

As Joshua and the army looked up to the
hill, they could see their leader, Moses, with
his staff in his hands raised up to heaven.
They could also see if Moses grew weary and
lowered his arms. While one movement gave
them strength and courage, the other move-
ment led to weakness and discouragement.

Moses, Aaron and Hur all saw the effect
this had on Joshua and the army. They knew
what needed to be done. When Moses could-
n’t do it by himself anymore, Aaron and Hur
stepped in to lift his hands for him. As they
watched Joshua and the army until sunset that
day, they saw the result of what they were do-
ing: the Israelites were finally able to over-
come the Amalekites.

A famous Christian once told his friend
that he didn’t want to be a role model for oth-
ers. His friend said, “It’s not a matter of
whether or not you want to be a role model.
You are a role model.  The question is
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whether you’re going to be a good role model
or a bad one.”

There are times when we may not feel like
taking the position God has called us to take.
There are times when we may not feel like
maintaining the position God has called us to
take. We may wish we could go down to fight
instead of standing on a hill. Or we may wish
we could go stand on a hill instead of going
down to fight! But if God has called us to our
position, we just need to take it and maintain
1t.

What position has God called you to take?
Take your position and maintain your position
—then watch to see the difference it can
make in your life, and in the lives of those
around you.
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Lesson 20

TAKE THE ELDERS
WiTH YOU

Scripture Reading: Exodus 17:5-6

as God ever called you to take a
risky step of faith in front of other
people? Why does He do that?

I know I’d rather take a risky step of faith
when I'm all alone, in private, with no one
watching. Sometimes we’re able to do that,
but there are other times when God calls us to
take steps of faith with others looking on.

With today’s lesson, we’re turning a corner
in the book of Exodus. In the first ten
lessons, we looked at how to “get free” from
the bondages in our life. In lessons 11-20, we
covered how to “stay free” once we’ve gotten
free. In the next ten lessons, we’re going to
look at how to “set others free,” a big part of
which involves enlisting the help of others.

Take a look at how God begins to do this
here in Exodus chapter 17:

“The LORD answered Moses, ‘Walk on abead
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of the people. Take with you some of the elders of
Israel and take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile, and go. 1 will stand there be-
fore you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock,
and water will come out of it for the people to
drink’ " (Exodus 17:5-6).

Why did God tell Moses to take some of
the elders of Israel with him on his way to
strike the rock?

Although the text of this chapter doesn’t
say specifically, we can get an idea of what
might be going on by looking ahead at the
next few chapters. Moses’ father-in-law is
about to come onto the scene and tell Moses
to divide up the work of leading the people,
encouraging Moses to choose leaders over
groups of tens, hundreds and thousands to
help share the leadership load. The elders that
go with Moses to the rock are likely to be
some of the same elders who will take on
these new roles.

While taking our steps of faith in private
may be “safe,” taking those same steps in
public may be significant in helping others
take their own steps of faith down the road.

When I began my Internet ministry, I
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reached a point where I was overwhelmed
with requests for prayer and advice. So I in-
vited some people to help me respond to all
the emails that were coming in. One of those
who volunteered was a woman from Tennes-
see who had a heart, and a gift, for helping
people. Over the years of helping us, her bur-
den for helping others over the Internet con-
tinued to grow.

The week that I wrote this lesson, she
launched an Internet ministry of her own at
www.DayByDay7.org. Taking what she has
learned about doing ministry over the Internet
and combining it with her other God-given
gifts and talents, she’s now poised to help
many more people grow in their faith. Here’s
part of a note I got from her that week:

“I just wanted to share with you that I got
my first prayer request from someone in Cali-
fornia. I don’t even know how they got my
website. I can’t tell you how hard that hit me
—it was so sudden and I didn’t expect to get
any hits or prayer requests so soon. It was
completely awesome. You should have seen
me praising the Lord. All the hard work was
worth it! At that moment, the poem on my
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website came to pass: if I can ease one pain, it
will all be worth it!”

The closing of her note tied together this
idea of the value of taking others with us
while we step out in faith. She wrote:
“Thank you for allowing me to volunteer with
The Ranch and for encouraging me to reach
out to others through your ministry and this
one. I don’t know where God will take it, but
I’'m ready! You are my inspiration for DayBy-
Day7.org.”

Why does God call us to sometimes take
steps of faith with others watching? Perhaps
one of the reasons is so that when we walk
along with each other, we can encourage each
other to keep taking more steps of faith, thus
expanding the ministry of “setting others
free.”
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Lesson 21

Put A SYSTEM
IN PLACE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 18

eeling overwhelmed with too much to

do? Don’t despair. Help may be on

the way! I was lamenting to a friend
one day about all the things I felt God wanted
me to do. She asked: “Why would God give
you more to do than one person could dor” 1
knew the answer: He wouldn’t. He knows
what I can handle and what I can’t.

So I knew there were only two options left:
1) Either God hadn’t given me everything I
felt He wanted me to do, and I needed to
back out of some of them; Or 2) God had
given me all the things I felt He wanted me to
do, and I needed to find a new way to do
them.

It turned out to be some of both. For this
lesson, though, I want to focus on the second
option. There are times when God calls us to
accomplish things for Him, that don’t require
us to do them all by ourselves.
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Moses found himself in this situation when
leading over 600,000 men, not counting all the
women and children, through a desert.
Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, saw all that
Moses was doing and said:

“What is this you are doing for the people? Why
do you alone sit as judge, while all these people
stand around you from morning till evening?”
Moses answered him, “Because the people come to
me to seek God'’s will. Whenever they have a dis-
pute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the
parties and inform them of God's decrees and
laws.”

Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing
is not good. You and these people who come to you
will only wear yourselves out. The work is too
heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. Listen
now to me and 1 will give you some advice, and
may God be with you. You must be the people’s
representative before God and bring their disputes
to him. Teach them the decrees and laws, and show
them the way to live and the duties they are to per-
Jform. But select capable men from all the people—
men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dis-
honest gain—and appoint them as officials over
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Have them
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serve as judges for the people at all times, but have
them bring every difficult case to you; the simple
cases they can decide themselyes. That will matke
your load lighter, because they will share it with
you. If you do this and God so commands, you will
be able to stand the strain, and all these people will
0 home satisfied.”

Moses listened to bis father-in-law and did every-
thing he said. (Exodus 18:14-24)

Here was Moses, a man truly called by God
to lead the people, yet becoming over-
whelmed by taking care of every dispute by
himself. Jethro saw that this would eventually
wear Moses out—as well as all the people. So
Jethro gave Moses some practical advice:
“Get help!” Moses did, and he was able to
tulfill the call of God on his life in a way that
he was able to “stand the strain,” and all the
people went home “satisfied.”

Was Moses called to lead the people? Ab-
solutely. Did that mean he had to meet every
need personally? Not at all. While he was still
ultimately responsible for the people, he
found that by putting a system into place and
enlisting the help of others he was able to ful-
fill the call of God on his life.
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If you’re feeling overwhelmed with too
much to do, it’s worth an honest prayer to
God: “Am I doing the things You want me
to do? And if so, is there another way You
want me to do them?” Then listen to His
honest answers, which come at times through
other people.

Even Moses, as close as He was to God,
still allowed God to speak into His life
through another human being. God’s goal
was to meet the needs of the people. Moses’
goal was to see that it got done. Take a look
at the goal, then look at your role. In the end,
I believe God will help you to “stand the
strain,” and all the people will go home “satis-
fied.”
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Lesson 22

LET GOD ESTABLISH
You IN PEOPLE’S EYES

Scripture Reading: Exodus 19

ow many people will be affected by
what you do this week? Chances
are, it will be more people than any

of us might realize.

We all have a “sphere of influence,” people
with whom we have contact throughout the
week, people who can be influenced by the
way we live our lives. It may include people
in our own family, people where we work, or
people where we just hang out. It may in-
clude a bank teller, a postal worker, a doctor, a
nurse or a receptionist. It may include people
at church, people on the Internet, or people
we don’t even know, who are watching what
we do.

And what we do matters.

Take a look at what happened when Moses
was obedient to God’s call on his life, taking
steps of faith even when surrounded by
doubt. When God spoke to Moses from the
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burning bush, and called him to set the Is-
raelites free, Moses hesitated to believe it. But
God assured Moses that he was the man. To
confirm it, God told Moses He would give
him a sign:

“T will be with you. And this will be the sign to
you that it is 1 who have sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain” (Exodus 3:2).

Now if I were Moses, I think I would have
been a little bit frustrated that the sign would
only come affer I had taken this huge step of
faith! Why would God wait until affer the Is-
raelites were free, and worshiping Him back at
this same mountain, to give Moses “the sign”?

To see why, fast forward several months.
In Exodus chapter 19, we see that the sign
wasn’t just for Moses, but also for those in
Moses’ new sphere of influence.

When Moses stepped out in faith, and the
people came back to the mountain to worship
God, that became a sign that anyone could
read. As the people gathered there at the foot
of the mountain, God told Moses to remind
the people:
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“You yourselves have seen what 1 [God] did to
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and
bronght you to myself. Now if you obey me fully
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you
will be my treasured possession.”

The people heard this and responded together, “We
will do everything the LORD has said.”

Then God speaks these words to Moses:

“T am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so
that the people will hear me speaking with you and
will always put their trust in you’ ” (from Exodus

19:3-9).

God wasn’t done with Moses when they

got to the mountain. God still had many
years of work ahead for him, and God needed
the people to always put their trust in Moses
so that they would follow his lead.

Sometimes the signs God gives us are not

just for us, but for others to read, too. When
we step out in faith, being obedient to what
God has called us to do, it releases others to
step out in faith and obedience as well.

A few years ago, I felt God wanted me to
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head up a city-wide outreach here in town.
With more than a little fear in my heart, I fi-
nally brought up the idea at our local minis-
ters” meeting. Within a year, we had over 200
people involved in planning and pulling off
this event.

Looking back, I realized that my stepping
out in faith, and doing what God had called
me to do, was a catalyst for others to step out
in faith, and do what God had called them to
do.

People are affected by what we do.

What is God calling you to do? Remember
that you may not be the only one who is af-
fected by what you do or don’t do. None of
us live in isolation. In fact, the sign that God
gives you to show that He really is with you
may just be the sign someone else needs to
read! Then they’ll be able to see that God is
with them, too!
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Lesson 23

RurLEs CAN
Be Goob!

Scripture Reading: Exodus 20:1-21

ow do you like rules? If you’re like
most people, you probably love
rules—for other people, anyway!

Rules keep people from stealing our stuff,
running into us when we go through intersec-
tions, and harming those we love.

But what about rules for ourselves? Many
times, we balk at rules. They make us feel re-
stricted and constrained. But the rules God
has set into place are the best kind of rules.
They’re helpful for us and for others. Instead
of constricting us, they set us free to live the
best life possible.

Without rules, I would be like a train with-
out a track, or a kite without a string. If I
were a train, I would think that the track was
constraining me from going where I wanted
to go. But in reality, the track would be the
very thing that enabled me to go at all—and
to go far and fast! If I were a kite, I would
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think that the string would be holding me
back. But in reality, the tension of the string
is the very thing that would help me to go
higher and stay up longer than if I were to cut
myself loose from it!

Exodus chapter 20 lists the most helpful
and enduring set of rules ever given to any-
one: The Ten Commandments. Thousands
of years later, they still form the basis for
many legal systems throughout the world.

“And God spoke all these words:

T am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have
no other gods before me.’

You shall not make for yourself an idol in the
Jorm of anything in heaven above or on the earth
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD
your God, am a jealous God, punishing the chil-
dren for the sin of the fathers to the third and
Sourth generation of those who hate me, but show-
ing love to a thousand generations of those who love
e and keep nry commandments.”

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone
guiltless who misuses bis name.’
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Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your
God. On it you shall not do any work, neither
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manser-
vant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the
alten within your gates. For in six days the
LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but he rested on the sev-
enth day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sab-
bath day and made it holy.’

Honor your father and your mother, so that you
may live long in the land the LORD your God is
geing you.’

You shall not murder.’

You shall not commit adultery.’

You shall not steal.’

You shall not give false testimony against your
neighbor.’

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor’ ” (Exodus 20:1-

17).

Rather than restricting us, these rules free
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us to live the abundant life God created us to
live.

Now step back a minute and look at these
rules from God’s perspective. Why did He
give these rules to Moses at this particular
point in the journey out of Egypt? Based on
Moses’ recent conversation with Jethro, I be-
lieve it was God’s way to teach everyone His
decrees and laws, and to show them the way
to live, as Jethro suggested in Exodus 18:20.
At this critical point, God gave Moses a de-
tailed set of rules to pass on to others so they
could help him lead.

If you’re wondering how to lead others
better, or if you’re wondering how you can
live a more abundant life yourself, consider
putting a good set of rules into place. A good
set of rules, like a train track and a kite string,
can often help us go farther and faster, and to
fly longer and higher than ever beforel!
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Lesson 24

SHARE WHAT YOU’VE
LLEARNED WITH OTHERS

Scripture Reading: Exodus 20:22-23:19

hat has God taught you that might
be helpful to others? We've all
learned things from Him over the

years—things we’ve done wrong, things we’ve
done right, things He’s spoken to us or
through us.

I was in the midst of writing down some of
the things God had spoken to me when I was
reading Exodus chapters 20, 21, 22 and 23.
When I read about God’s conversation with
Moses on the mountain, and how God gave
Moses the Ten Commandments and the 600+
rules that followed, I saw what God was do-
ing in a new light.

Of course, we’re supposed to read what
God spoke to Moses during those forty days,
and of course, we’ll be blessed if we follow
that wisdom. But I also saw a new lesson for
my life when I stepped back and looked at
what God was doing overall. God was pour-
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ing out His wisdom to Moses so that Moses
could pour it out to others.

The lesson for me was that God has
poured out wisdom into our lives, too, and
He wants us to pour it out to others.

Up to this point in the story of how God
set the Israelites free from Egypt, Moses was
the sole judge over the entire nation. Every-
one who had a dispute would bring it to
Moses to be settled. God would give Moses
the wisdom he needed to make a ruling, and
Moses would make the decision.

This worked for a time, but eventually it
began to wear Moses and the people out. So
God, through the words of Jethro, prompted
Moses to delegate the work of judging others
to several of the other leaders of Israel.
Moses would still be available to hear the
most difficult cases, but the majority of cases
could be decided by these others.

It was at this time—as Moses prepared to
delegate these duties—that God called Moses
up to the mountain and spoke to him the Ten
Commandments and all the rules that fol-
lowed. As I read through this list of com-
mandments, I could almost picture how the
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conversation between God and Moses might
have gone:

“Moses, do you remember when that bull
gored a man to death—the bull that had never
gored anyone before? And do you remember
how I told you to rule in that situation—that
the bull must be killed, but the owner of the
bull would not be held responsible?  Share
that with others.

“And do you remember when another bull
gored a man to death, but that bull had a habit
of goring people? Do you remember how I
told you to rule in that situation—that the bull
must be killed as well as the owner, unless
those hurt by the goring would accept pay-
ment from the owner instead? Share that,
too.”

Although the actual conversation between
God and Moses isn’t recorded, the result of
what God spoke during those forty days is
recorded. What should be done when a bull
gores someone is clearly spelled out in Exo-
dus 21:28-32.

Maybe God reminded Moses of things that
happened in the past, as well as telling him
about things that might come up in the future.
God spoke to Moses about all kinds of topics
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one by one, from cases involving adultery,
theft and murder, to love, lust and anger.
Then God asked Moses to share them with
others, which he did.

Now, thousands of years later, we can still
read these words of wisdom that came from
the mouth of God. They form the founda-
tion of the laws that are currently on the
books in country after country. They help us
to understand our basic rights, how to get
along with each other, and how to better love
God and our neighbors.

Think with me for a minute how this les-
son might apply to you.

God has spent a lifetime pouring out His
wisdom into you. What topics in life has God
spoken to you about the most? Or the most
often? Or the most clearly? What questions
have you struggled with, wrestled through,
and found God’s answers?

Take time to share what you’ve learned
with others. The answers you’ found may set
them free, too.
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Lesson 25

LITTLE
By LITTLE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 23:20-33

raying for anything big to happen in

your lifer  Waiting for God to bring it

about? Wondering why it’s not com-
ing about as fast as you’d like?

When I get frustrated that I'm not seeing
the big, grand vision come together for some-
thing that I really think God is putting on my
heart, I take comfort from a short passage in
Exodus chapter 23. It reminds me that God
is able “to do immeasurably more than all we
can ask or imagine,” as the New Testament
says in Ephesians 3:20, but that God doesn’t
always do it all at once.

Why not? Here’s what God told the Is-
raelites, and what He often tells me, too.

As the Israelites approached the “promised
land,” a huge expanse of property that God
promised to give them when they got out of
Egypt, God told them that He would drive

out the current occupants of the land because
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of their wickedness and rebellion against Him.
But, He added:

“T will not drive them out in a single year, becanse
the land would become desolate and the wild ani-
mals too numerous for you. Little by little 1 will
drive them out before you, until you have increased
enough to take possession of the land” (Exodus
23:29-30).

God was still going to give them their
promised land, but little by little, for their own
protection, and for the safekeeping of His vi-
sion for the land.

Even though there were over 600,000 Is-
raclites at the time, the land was still bigger
than they could effectively manage had they
gotten it all at once. The land would have be-
come desolate and overrun with wild animals.
God, in His grace, was going to wait to drive
out the current inhabitants until the Israelites
increased enough to take possession of the
land.

This is extremely encouraging to me! I
don’t like to wait for God’s promises to be
tulfilled—especially when I can see them so
clearly, when they look like they’re within
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reach, yet when I can’t seem to take hold of
them. These verses remind me that God wi//
do what He says He will do, but in His timing,
tor our good and for the good of the vision He’s giv-
en us.

For many years now I've been praying for a
real “ranch,” a place where I can invite people
to spend time with God, away from the busy-
ness of their lives. I've been to just such a
ranch with my family—a beautiful private re-
treat on 240 acres of rolling hills in northern
Mlinois. Yet as I looked around at the expanse
of the property, I couldn’t imagine all of the
care and maintenance it would take just to put
gravel on the back roads every few years, let
alone take care of all the cattle, sheep, ducks,
fencing and guest homes.

Even though this seems to be exactly what
I’'ve been praying for, and continue to pray
for, I know that I’ve not “increased enough to
take possession” of the fullness of this vision.
That doesn’t stop me from asking, and it
doesn’t stop me from believing that God will
someday fulfill the fullness of what He’s put
on my heart. But it does help me to be thank-
ful—so thankful—that God holds back from
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giving me what I’'m asking for before I can
handle it.

Maybe you’ve been praying for some big
things to happen in your life, or a friend’s life.
Maybe you’ve wondered why things aren’t
happening as fast as you’d like, or to the ex-
tent that you’d like. Maybe you’re getting dis-
couraged and wondering why God is poking
around, taking His time, when there are so
many things you want to get done—and now!

Take heart from this little passage in Exo-
dus 23. As God Himself says several times in
this passage, He wi// do what He promised.
There are still things He wants us to do in the
mean time. But, for our benefit, and for the
benefit of His unfolding vision, He often cat-
ries out His will “little by little”—so we won’t
be overwhelmed by the answer when it does
come.
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Lesson 26

Come Upr To THE
LLORD AND WORSHIP

Scripture Reading: Exodus 24

hat’s the ultimate goal of being set
free?  What does freedom finally
allow us to do, without hindrance?

The answer I've read over and over in
Scripture is this: we’re set free so we can wor-
ship God.

If a person can’t worship God, fully from
their heart, then they’re still in bondage. They
may live in a free country, but if they can’t
worship God, they’re not really free at all. On
the other hand, they may live in a prison cell,
but if they can worship God, they are truly
free. The degree of freedom we have in our
lives is directly proportional to the degree to
which we’re able to worship God from our
hearts.

This was God’s ultimate goal for setting
the Israelites free from Egypt. He told Moses
to bring the people out into the desert so they
could worship Him. He sets us free from sin,
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not only because it’s good and helpful for us,
but also so that we can be released to worship
Him with our whole hearts.

In Exodus 24, Moses and his people have
finally made it out to the place where God
told Moses to come. Now they can start do-
ing what they came to do, starting with Moses
and some of the other leaders. God calls
them up to the mountain to worship. The
rest of the people will get their chance soon.
But for now, God calls Moses to lead the way:

“Then he said to Moses, ‘Come up to the LORD,
you and Aaron, Nadab and Abibu, and seventy
of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a dis-
tance, but Moses alone is to approach the LORD;
the others must not come near. And the people
may not come up with him’ " (Exodus 24:1-2).
Moses is about to become their
leader.”
And what a worship service it is! Take a

look at what happens when they come up to
the Lord:

‘worship

“Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the
seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the God of
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Come Up To The Lord And Worship

Israel. Under his feet was something like a pave-
ment made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. But
God did not raise his hand against these leaders of
the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and
drank.” (Exodus 24:9-10).

They saw God—and lived! Then they ate
and drank in His presence there on the moun-
tain. Wow! To come into the presence of
God, to see Him, to eat and drink and have a
party right there at His feet—that’s a true
mountaintop experiencel!

The cool thing is, we can now do that any
day of the week, no matter where we are or
what’s going on in our lives. We can take a
moment, even right now, today, to spend a
few minutes in the presence of the Lord, wor-
shiping Him in our hearts.

You may not be able to sing. You may not
be able to play an instrument. You may not
be able to speak well. But you can do one
thing right now that no one can stop you
from doing: you can worship God in your
heart.

You might not think you can. You might
think other’s are hindering you from it. You
might think your circumstances are preventing
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it. But the truth is, nothing—and no one—
can stop you from worshiping God. You can
choose right now to worship Him!

Just say, “Father, I want to worship You. I
want to be in Your presence. I want to eat
and drink and enjoy a few moments with You,
right now. I want to worship Youl”

If sin is holding you back, confess it. If
fear is getting you off track, let the Lord, Your
shepherd, lead you beside His still waters. If
life is weighing you down, let Jesus pick you
up. He offered each of us this promise:
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,

and 1 will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Come up to the Lord and worship. This is
why He set you free!
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Lesson 27

GoOD CAN SPEAK
SPECIFICALLY AND
CLEARLY

Scripture Reading: Exodus 25:1-27:19

o you ever wonder if God speaks to
people?  And if so, does He just
speak in generalities, giving us good

principles to live by, but leaving the details up
to us?

I was in a Bible study with a friend who felt
that God does speak to us, but only in terms
of giving us the “big picture.” The specifics
were for us to figure out. I understood what
my friend was saying—and at times that is
certainly true.

But as I've read through the Bible, I've also
been struck by how often God speaks to peo-
ple with very specific instructions—instruc-
tions that He wants to be followed precisely
—even down to the last “cubit.”

Exodus chapters 25, 26, and 27 are prime
examples of God speaking specifically and
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clearly. In the opening words of chapter 25,
God tells Moses to collect some very specific
items from the people: ram skins dyed red,
acacia wood, onyx stones and more. God
continues with these words:

“Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I
will dwell among them. Martke this tabernacle and
all its furnishings exactly like the pattern 1 will
show you” (Exodus 25:8-9).

For the next 89 verses, God gave Moses a
detailed description of exactly how to build
this tabernacle, and all of the elements within
it: the ark of the covenant, the tables, the
lampstands, the altars, the oil, the shovels—
even the meat forks.

Listen to some of this detail:

. “Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer
it ont, base and shafl; its cups, buds and blossoms
shall be of one piece with it. Six branches are to
exctend from the sides of the lampstand—rthree on
one side and three on the other. Three cups shaped
like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to
be on one branch, three on the next branch, and
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the same for all six branches extending from the
lampstand” (Exodus 25:31-33).

. “Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely
twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn,
with cherubim worked into them by a skilled
craftsman. All the curtains are to be the same size
—twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide”
(Exodus 26:1-2).

. “Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits
high; it is to be square, five cubits long and five cu-
bits wide.... Make a grating for it, a bronze net-
work, and mafke a bronge ring at each of the fonr
corners of the network. Put it under the ledge of
the altar so that it is halfway up the altar” (Exo-
dus 27:1,4-5).

The detail reminds me of when God told
Noah precisely how to build the ark for the
animals, describing its dimensions cubit by cu-
bit (a length of about 18 inches).

Why was God so specific? Maybe it was
because there had never been a need for a
boat like that before. How could Noah have
known how many animals would show up? It
was better for Noah to follow God’s specific
instructions up front on how to build the ark,
than to try to build it his own way and then
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have the elephants and hippos and rhinos and
giraffes show up!

When we need wisdom, we can ask God
for it. He’s the Creator of the universe. He
knows how every molecule is put together.
He knows what needs to be done and how to
do it. And He’s glad to pour out that wisdom
into us.

The Bible says: “If any of you lacks wisdom, he
should ask God, who gives generously to all without
[finding fanlt, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).

G odan speak specifically and clearly.
There’s no doubt about it scripturally, as in
this case from Exodus. Someone might won-
der, based on their experience (or lack there-
of), if God speaks specifically. But based on
Scripture, there’s no doubt that He does!

Whatever you’re working on right now—a
project for work, a new type of ministry, a re-
lationship with a spouse, child or friend—ask
God for wisdom on how to proceed. Then
listen, and do, what He says!

114



Lesson 28

G1vE DiGNITY & HONOR
To THOSE SERVING WITH
You

Scripture Reading: Exodus 27:20-28:40

hat can we do to give dignity and
honor to those who serve with us?
And what difference can it make

when we do?

I once attended a church that was very for-
mal. All the pastors wore black robes. At one
point, one of the pastors wanted to start
preaching in just his suit, without the robe.
He wanted to be less formal so that the peo-
ple he was trying to reach would feel he was
more like them.

But some of the leaders of the church did-
n’t like that idea. It went against their particu-
lar view of church life. While the church
eventually let him preach without his robe for
the first of their three morning worship ser-
vices, he had to put it on again for the other
two services.
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I thought the whole debate was somewhat
unnecessary as he had a reasonable idea he
wanted to implement. But when I read Exo-
dus chapter 28, trying to read it from God’s
perspective, I was able to see that there are
times when it’s important to do things that
will give people dignity and honor for the
work they have been called to do.

Here’s what God asked Moses to do for
his brother Aaron, and Aaron’s sons, all of
whom God had called to become priests in
the tabernacle that they were building:

“Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron to
give him dignity and honor.  Tell all the skilled
men to whom I have given wisdom in such matters
that they are to make garments for Aaron, for bis
consecration, so bhe may serve me as priest” (Exo-

dus 28:2-3).

Then God described in great detail what
the robes and turbans and undergarments
should look like.

I don’t know what you might think about
this idea today, whether or not pastors or
priests should wear elaborate robes. But the
passage indicates to me that there are times
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Give Dignity & Honor To Those Serving With You

when God asks us to give dignity and honor
to the people around us, sometimes in very
specific ways, and that God wants us to listen
—and do—what He tells us to do.

I was reading this passage when I was get-
ting ready to launch our newly redesigned
website for The Ranch. As 1 tried to think
what God might want me to do for those who
helped me with the project, I felt He wanted
me to have a special online prayer and dedica-
tion service for them. So I set a date and
time, and invited about a dozen people to join
me in the chat room.

We had someone from Latvia who had
helped redesign the website. We had some-
one from Denmark who built the software on
which the whole system runs. We had some-
one from Colorado who helps with our prayer
ministry and answering emails. We had some-
one from North Carolina who serves on our
board.

I had sent each of them a small bottle of
oil, based on a passage we’re going to look at
next week, but touched on in this passage, so
that I could pray for them, anointing and con-

secrating them for their work of service to
God.
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I was very hesitant at first, because in some
ways, it seemed—well—just very weird to do
this over the Internet! I thought it would be
hard to really give them dignity and honor like
this. But I’ve also prayed for enough people
over the Internet by now to know that prayer
has no boundaries.

So as I prayed for each person, I asked
them to put some oil on their finger and
touch it to their forehead as I typed out my
prayers on my keyboard. I later heard back
from several of those who came who said that
as we prayed together, they had completely
broken down in tears, weeping at this special
expression of appreciation for their work of
service to God.

What about those who work with you? Is
there a way that God might want you to give
them dignity and honor? I believe that if
youll ask God, He’ll answer you. He may not
tell you to put a robe on them. But whatever
He tells you, when you do it, God will touch
people through it.
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Lesson 29

ANOINT, ORDAIN, AND
CONSECRATE THOSE
SERVING

Scripture Reading: Exodus 28:41-29:35

hat can we do for the people who
work with us to dedicate them—
and their gifts and talents—to the

Lord? One thing to consider is “anointing”
them with oil.

It seems like an ancient practice, anointing
people with oil. But one of the most dramatic
experiences of my life was an ordination ser-
vice where I truly felt God Himself was call-
ing me into His service. He used the hands of
a pastor to anoint my head with oil, ordaining
and consecrating me for the work God had
called me to do.

Throughout the Bible, God anointed some
of His most powerful leaders with oil for their
work of service to Him, like King David,
King Saul, and in the passage we’re looking at
today, the priest Aaron and his sons:
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“After you put these clothes on your brother
Aaron and his sons, anoint and ordain them.
Consecrate them so they may serve me as priests”

(Excodus 28:417).

I happened to be in Israel when I read
some of these passages about anointing peo-
ple with oil. It’s one thing to read these pas-
sages at home. It’s another thing entirely to
be standing on the spots where these things
took place. At one point, I was amazed to
think that I was standing at the tomb of
Samuel the prophet, the one who walked the
very same hills I was walking on when he
sought out young David to anoint him as
king.

These were real people who had done
these things, who lived in real places that still
exist today. I wondered what it would be like
if God were to send someone to anoint me,
right there in Israel, for the work He had
called me to do. I had recently quit my job to
go into full-time ministry and wondered if
God could consecrate me in this specific way,
too. So I began to pray that God would send
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someone. I couldn’t believe He did it when it
happened the very next day!

I ran into a tour group and began talking to
a pastor and his wife. They kept asking me
questions about how I had quit my job and
gone into ministry. I really didn’t want to
stand around and chit-chat—I was waiting for
God to show up! But as we talked, the pastor
asked if I had ever anointed people with oil
when I prayed for the sick, as he had found
that to be very effective.

I couldn’t believe it! I hadn’t told him any-
thing about my prayer the day before that
God would send someone to anoint me with
oil. Yet here was a man standing in front of
me who regularly anointed people with oil. I
hesitantly asked him if he would pray for me,
too, anointing me with oil for the work that
God had called me to do. He said he would,
and at the next stop on the tour, he’d pick up
a bottle of oil at one of the local shops to do
1t.

So I walked with their group from the
Temple Mount, down the Way of the Cross,
where Jesus carried his cross to his crucifix-
ion. The tour stopped at the church that now
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houses the crucifixion site. We bought a little
bottle of oil, and went into the church to pray.

There, about 20 feet from the foot of the
cross which marks the spot where Jesus is said
to have died, this man and his wife prayed for
me. They anointed me with oil for the work
of service God had called me to do. Their
prayers were accompanied—at 1:00 sharp—
by the loud ringing of church bells overhead,
the sounds of a tour group singing hymns,
and as sights and smells of burning incense
wafted through the room.

I was overwhelmed by the way God had
answered my prayers. Ill never look at an
anointing service as just an ancient ritual
again. It is a powerful means by which God
can ordain and consecrate us for our work of
service to Him.

God used an earthly man to anoint, ordain
and consecrate me for my work, and has since
used me to do the same for others. Perhaps
God wants to touch those around you in a
similar way, praying for them that they would
use their gifts and talents to bear much fruit
for Him.
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Lesson 30

MuLTIiPLY FREEDOM
BY INVOLVING OTHERS

Scripture Reading: Exodus 18:17-19

hat could you do to lighten the
load of all that God wants you to
do? As a summary of the last nine

lessons, here’s a short list of some of the
things God had Moses do to lighten his load.
These things not only lightened his load, but
they allowed God to accomplish through
Moses all that God wanted to do. Maybe they
could help you to accomplish more, too.

1) Delegate. Jethro helped Moses to see
that Moses would only wear himself out
unless he involved others in the work.

2) Write it down. God helped Moses to
write down what he had already learned
from God, and would need to know in
the future, so that Moses could shate
this wisdom with others.

3) Trust God’s timing. God showed

Moses a huge vision for what He want-

123



Eric Elder

ed to do through Moses, but God also
told him that it wouldn’t happen
overnight, but rather, little by little.

4) Listen for God’s specific instructions.
God spoke in specific detail about how
God wanted the people to do the work
—and Moses listened.

5) Give dignity and honor to those serving
with you. God showed Moses not only
specific ways to involve others, but also
how to give them dignity and honor for
their work.

By putting a system in place, Moses was
able to multiply the number of people who
could experience the freedom God had in
mind for them, including us today who still
benefit from those words. Moses still had
meaningful work to do, but he was relieved
from having to do it all himself.

As I wrote this lesson, I had just returned
from a missions trip to Africa. My wife and 1
had been wanting to do something to help the
people of Africa in some way, but we had no
idea what to do. The problems facing that
continent are overwhelming. But after voic-
ing our desire to each other and to God, God
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showed us a way that we cold help. He invit-
ed us to join a missions trip to Swaziland to
plant hundreds of small vegetable gardens in
people’s backyards.

The project was simple enough in theory,
but took a huge amount of planning and ef-
fort to make it work in practice. We certainly
couldn’t have done it alone. Thankfully, we
didn’t have to.

God raised up people to help in dozens of
ways: donors who funded the trip, drivers
who helped us get through the mountains,
pastors who went ahead of us to prepare the
people for what we were going to do, transla-
tors who helped us interact with the local peo-
ple, administrators who handled the logistics
for our team, and secretaries who arranged
hundreds of details during the week.

If we had tried to do this alone, the five of
us who went from Streator might have plant-
ed five or ten gardens the whole week. But,
by involving others, God was able to use our
team of 80 volunteers, working alongside the
beautiful people of Swaziland, to plant and
distribute over 8,000 of these small vegetable
gardens. Over the past few years, thousands
of volunteers, on dozens of similar trips, have
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been able to plant and distribute hundreds of
thousands of these life-giving gardens.

I often think that I’'m the one that has to
accomplish the whole vision that God puts on
my heart. While I’'m willing to do the work, I
get overwhelmed because there’s too much
wotk to do. The truth is there is too much
work to do—at least for one person. But by
involving others, we can finish the work to-
gether.

If you feel overwhelmed by the visions that
God has put on your heart, remember that
Moses needed help, too. Remember Jethro’s
words to Moses:

“What you are doing is not good. You and these
people who come to you will only wear yourselves
out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot
handle it alone. Listen now to me and I will give
you some advice, and may God be with you...”
(Exodus 18:17b-19a).

Moses took Jethro’s advice by involving
others—and God was with him. May God be

with you, too.
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Lesson 31

GoD WANTS TO MEET
WiTH Us AND SPEAK TO US

Scripture Reading: Exodus 29:36-46

here’s nothing better than to be with

someone you love, spending an ex-

tended period of time with them, day
and night. Over the next ten lessons we’re
going to focus on worshiping God, and what
it feels to be in love with, and spend extended
time with Him.

Since 1 first read about prayer and fasting
in the Bible, I’ve tried it for various amounts
of time. Why would I want to give up food to
pray for a day, or five days, or ten, twenty or
forty days? It’s not because I like giving up
food. I don’t! But I love being with God.
I’'ve found that when I empty myself of the
things of the world, it makes more room in
my life to be filled with the things of God.

In Exodus 29:38-56, God told the Israelites
to make a sacrifice to Him every day in the
morning, and every day in the evening at the
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entrance to the Tent of Meeting. There He
would meet with them, and speak to them.

“This is what you are to offer on the altar regular-
by each day: two lambs a year old. Offer one in the
morning and the other at twilight....a pleasing aro-
ma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. For
the generations to come this burnt offering is to be
made regularly at the entrance to the Tent of Meet-
ing before the LORD. There 1 will meet you and
speak to you; there also I will meet with the Is-
raelites, and the place will be consecrated by my
Glory” (Exodus 29:38-39, 41b-43).

This is why God set the Israelites free, so
He could meet with them and speak to them.
It’s the same reason He set you and me free,
so He could meet with us and speak to us.

Thankfully, we don’t have to wait till Sun-
day, or any special time of the year. We can
meet with God every morning and every
evening. And God wants to meet with us, live
with us and speak to us.

When I first became a Christian, I began a
habit of setting aside time every morning and
every evening to spend time with God. I
would wake up early, take my Bible and a
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journal, and spend time with God before I
went to work. Then in the evenings, I would
take time to read more from the Bible, or an-
other Christian book—something that would
focus my thoughts on Him again at night.

I’'ve found that whenever I've regularly
done this over the years, it has helped me to
sandwich in my day, between waking up and
going to bed. TI'll get my marching orders in
the morning, then recap the day again in the
evening. It can be hard to keep this schedule,
and there are times when I haven’t kept it up.
But reading this passage has reminded me
again of the value setting aside time twice a
day to intentionally be with God.

A number of godly men and women over
the years have made this a regular practice in
their lives.  Saints of the past, and saints of
today, have written daily devotionals for this
purpose with titles like Charles Spurgeon’s
Morning and Evening, or Joyce Meyers’ Starting
Your Day Right: Devotions for Each Morning of the
Year and Ending Your Day Right: Devotions for
Every Evening of the Year. You can sign up at
various websites on the Internet, like
www.crosswalk.com, and receive a devotional
twice a day by email.
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It’s not always easy to carve out time to
spend time with God. But it’s so worth it.
Sacrificing this way for God is like a lucky
honeymoon couple going to Hawaii for a
week. They don’t get in the plane because
they want to sit in a cramped seat for hours
on end. They do it because when they get
there, they’ll get to spend uninterrupted time
with their beloved, day and night.

Take time today, and every day—even
twice a day—to get away with your Beloved.
He wants to meet with you and speak with
you.
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MAKE A PrLACE TO MEET
WiTH GOD TwICE A DAY

Scripture Reading: Exodus 30:1-16

ast time we looked at making a time to

meet with God twice a day. Today

we’ll look at making a place to meet

with God twice a day, a place where we can
truly “worship” Him.

In Exodus 30, God asked Aaron to build

an altar for burning incense. This was to be a
fragrant offering to God, twice a day:

“Matke an altar of acacia wood for burning in-
cense. ... Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the
altar every morning when he tends the lamps. He
must burn incense again when be lights the lamps
at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the
LORD for the generations to come” (Exodus
30:1,7-8).

I know I’'m not Aaron, but as I read this

passage, I was trying to think of a way that I
could do something similar every morning
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and every evening as part of my own quiet
time with God.

Although my piano’s not made of acacia
wood, I decided that I could use it as an altar.
This wasn’t to be a thing that I could worship,
but a place where I could worship, a place
where I could send up my own fragrant offer-
ing to the Lord. As Aaron tended the lamps
every morning and every evening, I thought I
could light a candle there by my piano, too.
Then as I would play the piano, or sing a
song, or put my Bible on the front of the pi-
ano and read some scripture from it, I would
have a visual reminder that these moments
were dedicated to God.

After doing this for several weeks, I found
out that lighting the candle reminded me to
focus on Him, making this a special time of
personal worship. This wasn’t to be a time to
ask God for things, but a time to make a fra-
grant offering of my life to Him, serving Him,
pleasing Him and spending time with Him.

The lit candle reminded me that my quiet
time isn’t just a time to be alone. Its a time to
be with God.

It’s amazing how that simple act of lighting
the candle twice a day, and playing a song, let
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me know if I had truly spent time with God
during the day. I would sometimes think,
“Oh, yeah, I read my Bible this morning,” or
“I thought about God as I got out of bed,” or
“I prayed about something as I jumped in the
car.” The candle helped me to focus not just
on thinking “about” God, but being “with”
God.

Do you have a place where you can go to
worship God? A quiet spot in your house, or
somewhere else, where you can meet with
Him, twice a day? My wife, Lana, put a chair
in a closet several years ago and goes in there
from time to time when she needs an extra
special time with God. Although there’s bare-
ly enough room for her feet in the closet, it’s
enough room for her to cozy up with her
Bible and journal and focus solely on Him.

Some of my friends have a special desk
where they sit on a straight back chair to help
keep them awake and focused. Others sit at
their kitchen table, or on their front porch
when the weather’s nice, or jump in their
truck with the motor turned off. Some keep a
Bible and notepad by their bed so they can
spend time with God the first and last thing
every day.
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One of the best places I've found in my
busy house is in the bathtub! With the bath-
room fan running and the curtain pulled, this
drowns out many of the other sounds and dis-
tractions in the house. I've accidentally bap-
tized a couple of Bibles doing this. But the
time with God is awesomel!

If you don’t already have a place, consider
finding one where you can spend time with
God every morning and every evening. Try
several places! This is not only to help you
form a lifelong habit of a daily quiet time with
God, but can also help you experience
changes in your life, and your relationship
with Him, as a result of the time you spend
together each day.
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Lesson 33

CLEANSE AND
CONSECRATE YOURSELF
FOR WORSHIP

Scripture Reading: Exodus 30:17-38

oday I'd like to talk about why we
sometimes aren’t able to fully come
into worship. We want to worship
God, but we’re held back by something.
Exodus 30 gives us a clue about one of the
things that can hold us back—and how to get
past it. There was something that Aaron and
his sons were to do every time they came into
the place of worship, and something that
would happen if they didn’t:

“Then the 1.LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a
bronzge basin, with its bronze stand, for washing.
Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar,
and put water in it. Aaron and his sons are to
wash their hands and feet with water from it.
Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they
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shall wash with water so that they will not die’ ”
(Exodus 30:18-20a).

They were to wash their hands and feet in
water from a bronze basin whenever they en-
tered the place of worship. If they didn’t,
they’d die! It seems like God was pretty seri-
ous about getting clean before coming into
His presence!

Sometimes we get pretty lax about coming
into the presence of God. I know I do. 1
love to be able to come to God Just As I Am,
like the famous song that’s sung at Billy Gra-
ham crusades. But this passage is a reminder
to me that if I’'m ever finding it hard to fully
enter into worship, it would be good to look
and see if there’s anything in my life that
might need cleansing—not physically with wa-
ter, but inwardly in my heart or life.

I’'ve had guys share with me that they’re
struggling in a relationship with their wife.
I'll sometimes ask them if there’s anything
they haven’t told their wife, anything that they
might have done to sin against her. Often-
times, they’ll say, “Yes.” It’s no surprise then
that they find their relationship with their wife
has cooled off. Who wants to be around
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someone else when they've sinned against
them and haven’t confessed it?

One man told me he was struggling with
intimacy with his wife. Then he also told me
he was struggling with homosexual pornogra-
phy. I asked him if he had ever talked to his
wife about this struggle. “Of course not!” he
answered, “it would hurt her too much if I
told her.”

I told him, “Buddy, it’s hurting her too
much now, every day, and it’s playing out in
every part of your relationship with her. It’s
not going to hurt her more by telling her, it’s
going to finally help you, and her, start to get
the healing you both need.” I'm fully aware
that there are better and worse times for con-
fessing these things, and there are better and
worse ways to communicate the truth. But ul-
timately, it is the truth that will set us free.

It’s similar in our relationships with God.
Sometimes we have sin in our lives, sins
against Him, and we don’t really feel like
spending time with Him. We don’t feel like
worshiping Him. But if we would confess our
sins to God, and come clean to Him, we’d be
much more eager to come into His presence.

Confession is critical, especially to God. It
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shows God, or the other person, that you re-
ally do care about your relationship with
them. Rather than driving them away, it usu-
ally draws them closer to you.

If there’s anything on your heart that you
want to confess to God, maybe you’d like to
take some time right now to get things right
with Him again. It might only take 30 sec-
onds after you finish reading this note to just
talk to Him and say, “I'm sorry for what I’ve
done. I pray that You’d forgive me.” It
might take a few hours or days. But whatever
it takes, do it. Come clean. The cleansing
youll feel afterwards can make the worship
you experience later all the more sweet.

And here’s an encouraging promise from
God’s Word:

“If we confess our sins, be is faithful and just and

will forgive us our sins and purify us from all un-
righteonsness” (1 Jobn 1:19).
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Lesson 34

GoD CHOOSES AND
EQUIPS
ProrLE To DO His WORK

Scripture Reading: Exodus 31:1-11

skilled, or if you wonder if God’s going

to use you in any special way, today’s les-
son is for you. God does choose and equip
people to do His work.

In the last few chapters of Exodus, God
has gone into considerable detail telling Moses
how to make all kinds of things for the place
of worship: the tapestries, altar, utensils, in-
cense and oils. Now God tells Moses how it
would all get done: God had chosen and
equipped people to do His work:

If you feel like you’re not very gifted or

“Then the 1.ORD said to Moses, See, 1 have
chosen Bezalel...and 1 have filled him with the
Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in
all kinds of crafts—to make artistic designs for
work in gold, silver and bronze, fo cut and set
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stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds
of craftsmanship. Moreover, I have appointed Oho-
liab...to help him. Also I have given skill to all the
craftsmen to mafke everything 1 have commanded

you’ " (Exodus 31:1-6).

What was the very first thing with which
God had filled Bezalel? The Spirit of God.
It’s encouraging to me to know that when
God calls us to do something, He will, first
and foremost, fill us with His Spirit so we can
do it.

I remember praying for a man on the night
he gave his life to the Lord. As we talked, he
told me he had really wanted to read his Bible,
but in the 50+ years he had been alive, he had
never been able to do it. So I prayed with
him: “Lord, fill him with Your Spirit so that
he can do the things he wants to do.”

I left my Bible with him and the next day
he started reading it. Then he bought his own
Bible and kept reading it. Within a few weeks,
he had finished the New Testament, so he
went back to the Old Testament and read it,
too. Then he started reading the whole thing
all over again, and began passing out Bibles to
all his friends. Now he’s a pastor of a church!
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If you feel like you’re not able to do what
God’s called you to do, ask Him again: “Fa-
ther, fill me with Your Spirit so I can do the
things You want me to do.”

But God didn’t stop there with Bezalel.
God also filled him with “skill, ability and
knowledge in all kinds of crafts.” God also
said He’d send yet another man, Oholiab, to
help Bezelel, along with many other people to
help them both. God equipped all of them
with various skills, abilities and knowledge to
do His work.

Asking God to equip you isn’t a “magical”
prayer. I’ve anointed my hands with oil and
prayed that God would help me to play the pi-
ano better. After washing off my hands, I sat
down to play again—and it sounded just like
it did before! But over time, God has an-
swered that prayer by giving me more and
more opportunities to play and lead worship
and develop my skills.

Now this is just a guess on my part, but
where do you think all those Israelites got
their skills, abilities and knowledge to do all
kinds of intricate work with gold, silver and
bronze? Remember that they had just been
slaves in Egypt, working for kings who were
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later buried in those incredible pyramids.
Have you ever seen the coffins or other things
they’ve brought out of Egypt, like King Tut’s
headpiece, or the other intricate carvings
found in his tomb? Who worked on all that
stuff?  It’s probably fair to say that a number
of the slaves helped to carry out the details of
that elaborate work.

I wonder if the Israclites might have felt
that all those years were wasted, making im-
ages of someone else’s gods. But now, God
was calling them to use their gifts and skills
for Him, to make a place of worship that far
surpassed anything they had ever done before.

Keep praying that God will fill you with
His Spirit, giving you skills, abilities and
knowledge that you can ultimately use for

Him.
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Lesson 35

OBSERVE
THE SABBATH

Scripture Reading: Exodus 31:12-18

ow would it feel if your boss came
to you this week and said, “Why
don’t you take a day off this week.

It’s no problem. You’ve worked hard, just go
home and get some rest.” 1 think that would
feel great!

The truth is, that’s what God says to us ev-
ery week.

Even when God gives us a huge task to do,
He still wants us to be sure to take a break ev-
ery seven days, just like He wanted Moses and
the Israelites to take a break when they had a
huge task before them.

In the chapters leading up to Exodus 31,
God has laid out in detail all the work that the
Israelites would need to do to build their
house of worship. The work would take
many months to complete. But at the end of
everything God called them to do, God

closed with these words:
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“For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh
day is a Sabbath of rest, holy to the LLORD.
Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day must
be put to death. The Israelites are to observe the
Sabbath, celebrating it for the generations to come
as a lasting covenant. It will be a sign between me
and the Israelites forever, for in six days the
L.ORD made the heavens and the earth, and on
the seventh day he abstained from work and
rested” (Exodus 31:15-18).

God Himself took a break at the end of a
long, hard week of creating the universe, and
we’ve been on a seven-day calendar ever
since. Like so many of God’s laws, the penal-
ty of death wasn’t meant to be mean, but to
emphasize just how critical this law would be
to our own well-being. God knows how
we’re wired. He’s the One who wired us! He
knows that we need a rest every seven days,
and He’s thrilled to give it to us.

I grew up on a farm in Illinois, and my Dad
worked as hard as anyone I knew. But not on
Sunday. It didn’t matter if there was still work
to be done or not, or whether it was raining or
sunny, Dad took off—and we did, too. It was
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great! (As a side note: the Sabbath for Jews is
from sunset on Friday through sunset on Sat-
urday, whereas the early Christians began to
celebrate the Sabbath on Sunday, the “Lord’s
Day,” which is the day Jesus rose from the
dead.)

One Sunday night, my wife Lana began to
make a big lasagna dinner for some guests we
were having over for dinner on Monday night.
I didn’t think it was a very good way for her
to spend her “day off.”” But when we were
talking about it with a friend a few weeks lat-
er, our friend asked Lana if making the
lasagna dinner brought “rest to her soul.”
Lana said it really did, because she was able to
enjoy the whole process of making the dinner
while I watched the kids.

For Lana, making that lasagna dinner was
truly relaxing and restful. I had to wonder if
Jesus wasn’t smiling at me and my legalistic
view of the Sabbath. The religious leaders of
Jesus’ day looked at what He was doing as
breaking the Sabbath rules, too, like healing
others, or allowing His disciples to gather
food from the fields (Matthew 12:1-14). But
rather than breaking the law, Jesus was reveal-
ing the heart of the law, a law which was de-
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signed to bring true “rest to our souls,” a kind
of rest which Jesus still offers to all who come

to Him as well:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and 1 will give yon rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for 1 am gentle and
bumble in heart, and youn will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”
(Matthew 11:28-30).

What about you? What would you do this
week that would truly bring rest to your soul?
God may be eagerly waiting and hoping you’ll
do that very thing, too!
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Lesson 36

PEOPLE WILL WORSHIP,
Bur WHAT?

Scripture Reading: Exodus 32:1-6

s human beings, we want to worship

something. We desire to worship,

we’re wired to worship, and we will
worship. But what will we worship?

One of my missionary friends says that his
definition of missions is to help people turn
away from worshiping anything that was
pulling them away from God, so that they
could worship the One True God. It isn’t a
matter of whether or not people will worship,
but a matter of who or what they will wor-
ship.

Exodus 32 gives us one of the clearest pic-
tures of this truth in the Bible.

While Moses was spending forty days and
nights in the presence of God, getting the de-
tailed plans for what God wanted them to do
next, the Israelites were growing impatient
down at the bottom of the mountain. They
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went to Moses’ right-hand man and brother,
Aaron, saying,

“Come, make us gods who will go before us. As
Sor this fellow Moses who brought us wup out of
Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him”
(Exodus 32:1b).

Now Aaron, having seen all the great signs
and wonders that God had just finished doing
for the people, should have naturally said
something like this: “Didn’t you see that pil-
lar of fire? That cloud of smoke? Those
Egyptians smashed by the waves of the sea?
What are you thinking?” But that’s not what
Aaron said. He said:

““Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your
sons and your danghters are wearing, and bring
them to me.” So all the pegple took off their ear-
rings and brought them to Aaron. He took what
they handed him and made it into an idol cast in
the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then
they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.” ... Afterward they
sat down 1o eat and drink and got up to indulge in
revelry” (Exodus 32:24, 6b).
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The people grew impatient waiting for
what God had in mind for them. God knew
it was in their hearts to shape and fashion
things out of gold. He had a blueprint in
mind for them that was about to blow them
away with the magnificence and awe of it, and
would inspire in their hearts for impassioned
worship. But instead, they chose to put their
God-given skills to use in ways that took them
further from God, instead of drawing them
closer to Him.

I had a friend who told me about her 32-
year old daughter who had decided to pursue
a lesbian relationship. My friend asked me
how she could continue to show love and ac-
ceptance to her daughter, without approving
of the relationship. She especially wondered
how she could possibly ask her daughter to
give up this relationship, when it seemed like
this was the first time her daughter had been
happy in her entire life. What could I say?

I told her: “Your daughter may be really
happy for the first time in her life. It sounds
like she’s found someone who loves and ac-
cepts her. There’s nothing wrong with a lov-
ing and accepting friendship—we all need
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those. But it’s the sexualization of that friend-
ship that isn’t what God wants for her. If she
thinks what she has now is good, imagine
what God has in store for her! God says He
can do immeasurably more than all we can ask
or imagine.”

I know in my own life I was happy, having
fun, and thought I was doing fine—until I put
my faith in Christ. But when I started reading
the Bible, I saw that God had more in store
for me. What I was doing would never bring
me to that point, and would probably destroy
me, like it eventually destroyed the Israelites.
Many of them died as a result.

Looking back on my life, the happiness I
experienced then pales in comparison to what
God has given me now. I was trying to meet
my valid needs, but in invalid ways.

We’re all going to worship something. It’s
a valid need we all have. But only by worship-
ing the One True God can we truly satisfy
that need, for our benefit, and for His.
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Lesson 37

WE CAN TURN PEOPLE
BAack WHEN THEY TURN
AWAY

Scripture Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

ave you ever tried to help someone
out with their life, only to see them
turn away from God? You wonder

if they’ll ever turn back around? You think to
yourself, “Man, I could really help that person
if they would just let me.”

I want to encourage you that all is not lost
when our friends, family, or co-workers turn
away from God. Even though they may be
quick to turn away from God, we can turn
them back. We have the power of the Living
God in our lives to help turn their lives
around.

Take encouragement from what happened
to Moses in Exodus chapter 32. When God
and Moses finished talking on the mountain,
God gave Moses a heads-up about what was
going on back at camp. God said:
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“Go down, because your people, whom yon brought
up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They have
been quick to turn away from what 1 commanded
them and have made themselves an idol cast in the
shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and
sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt’ ”
(Exodus 32:8-9).

If you’ve followed the story of these people
up to this point, what do you think you would
do with them now? They’ve just seen miracle
after miracle after miracle of God working in
their lives. They’ve just been set free from
400 years of bondage in slavery. Yet here they
are, a short time later, and again, they’re turn-
ing their back on God.

Here’s what God thought of doing at this
point:

“T have seen these people,” the LORD said to
Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. Now
leave me alone so that my anger may burn against
them and that 1 may destroy them. Then I will
marfke you into a great nation” (Exodus 32:10).
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Moses may have felt the exact same thing.
But when Moses heard what God was about
to do, something clicked within Moses. He
said, in effect, “No, God, don’t do it!”

Moses didn’t plead the innocence of the
people, like we might try to do regarding our
friends, saying, “It’s just a calf, they’ll turn
back. Let ’em go, it’s no big deal.” Moses
didn’t try to argue on the people’s behalf
based on their merit, but based on God’s
promises:

“O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger
burn against your people, whom you brought ont of
Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that he brought them out, to kill them in the
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the
earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do
not bring disaster on_your people. Remember your
servants Abrabam, Isaac and Israel, to whom yon
swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descen-
dants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I
will give your descendants all this land 1 promised
them, and it will be their inberitance forever.” ”
Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his
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people the disaster he had threatened (Exodus
32:8-14).

Something similar happened back in Gene-
sis chapter 6 when God threatened to destroy
the earth with a flood. But on account of
Noah, God gave humanity another chance.

While it’s true that people can be quick to
turn away from God, it’s also true that we can
turn them back. We have the power of the
Living God with us to help turn their lives
around.

We can stand in the gap for them. We can
pray for them. We can listen to them, speak
the truth to them, and show love to them.
Remember that God is “not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9b).

Call out to God on their behalf, saying,
“God, please spare my daughter from the bad
decisions she’s made. Spare my son, my boss,
my mother, my father, my brother, my friend.
Have mercy on them Lord, not because of
their goodness, but because of Yours. In Je-
sus’ name, Amen.”
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Lesson 38

WE Must DEAL WITH SIN
WitH A HEART LIKE JESUS

Scripture Reading: Exodus 32:15-35

sin, at some point we must deal with their
sin. But the way we deal with it makes all
the difference in the world.

We can learn a lesson from the way Moses
dealt with the sin of his people when they cre-
ated a golden calf and began to worship it.

Moses was hot with anger at their sin, and
God called Moses to administer justice to the
people. But even in Moses’ righteous anger,
he only took things as far as God told him to
—and no further. Even more important, he
showed his true heart for God and for the
people, by offering his own life as a willing
sacrifice in their place.

Take a look at what Moses said the day af-
ter he had to administer God’s justice to the

people:

If we want to help set others free from

“The next day Moses said to the people, You
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have committed a great sin. But now I will go up
to the LORD; perhaps 1 can make atonement for
your sin.” So Moses went back to the LORD and
said, ‘Oh, what a great sin these people have com-
mitted! They have made themselves gods of gold.
But now, please forgive their sin—=but if not, then
blot me out of the book you have written” ™ (Exo-
dus 32:31-32).

Moses had done what God had told him to
do, but his words reveal the heart from which
he had done it. He admitted that the people
had sinned, not glossing over it, not trying to
minimize it, but acknowledging that it was
great indeed. But he also called on God to
forgive their sin, adding that if God wouldn’t
forgive them, then to please blot his own
name out of God’s book.

Moses was able to effectively execute jus-
tice because he was also willing to take the
same punishment upon himself as what might
have come to those who had sinned. He did-
n’t come against them as one who was merely
outraged by their actions, even though he was
outraged. He came to them as one who was
also willing to stand in the gap for them.
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We Must Deal With Sin With A Heart Like Jesus

Doesn’t that sound like someone else in
the Bible? It sounds to me like Jesus.

It sounds exactly like what Jesus did for us
when he willingly died on the cross. He had-
n’t done anything wrong. In fact, He had
done everything right. But because of His
great love for us, He was willing to take upon
Himself the punishment that we rightfully de-
served for our sin.

This is the kind of heart that God wants us
to have when He calls us to deal with other
people’s sin:  a heart full of love. I've been in
situations where I haven’t had this kind of
heart. But I’ve known that I’'ve needed to do
whatever it took to get this kind of heart be-
fore I would be able to effectively confront
the sin in another person’s life.

Even though we can’t die in the place of
others, as Jesus did, we can have hearts that
are willing to do so. We can have the same
kind of heart that Jesus had. We can walk
with people through their struggles. We can
talk with them as they try to find their way
out. We can listen to them as they anguish
over the very real, and sometimes very pre-
cious things they may need to leave behind in
order to get free. We can ask God’s forgive-
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ness for them, even when they repeatedly
make mistakes on their road to recovery.

The Bible says that Jesus is the only one
who can condemn any of us, but instead of
condemning us, He’s sitting at the right hand
of God, praying for us (see Romans 8:34).

That’s the kind of heart God wants us to
have for others when we deal with their sin.
A heart that can feel the pain that God feels
when people sin, but a heart that is also will-
ing to stand in the gap for them when they
do. God wants us to deal with sin from a
heart full of love—a heart just like Jesus.
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Lesson 39

MEETING
WrtH GOD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 33:1-17

or me, one of the most encouraging
things to read about in the Bible is
when people meet with God.  It’s
amazing to me that God not only met with
people in the Bible, but that He also wants to
meet with us.
One of those biblical meetings occurs in
the middle of Exodus chapter 33, which de-
scribes how Moses would often meet with

God.

“Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it ont-
side the camp some distance away, calling it the
tent of meeting.” Anyone inguiring of the LORD
would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp.
And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the
people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents,
watching Moses until he entered the ftent. As
Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would
come down and stay at the entrance, while the
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LLORD spoke with Moses. Whenever the people
saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to
the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the
entrance to his tent. The LORD would speak to
Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his
Sriend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but
his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the
tent” (Excodus 33:7-11).

This passage is tucked in the midst of a
very difficult time in the life of the Israelites.
God was really angry with them for what they
had just done, by turning away from Him.
After dealing with their sin, God told them to
go ahead of Him into the promised land.
Then God added, “But I will not go with you, be-
cause you are a stiff-necked people and 1 might destroy
you on the way” (Exodus 33:3b).

The people were distressed to hear this. So
Moses did again what was apparently some-
thing he had been doing already on a regular
basis. He went out to meet with God in the
“tent of meeting.”

I think many of us go through times when
we feel like God is really close to us, then go
through other times when we feel He is far
from us. There are many reasons for this kind
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Meeting With God

of ebb and flow in our relationship with God.
But I know for me, if God seems distant, |
want to make sure it isn’t because I have be-
come “stiff-necked,” like God described had
happened to the people in this passage. I
want to make sure my neck is well-lubricated,
and fully turned towards Him.

I remember an author who described a
time in his own life when he was feeling emp-
ty in the things he was doing for God. He re-
alized that he was using his own skills and
abilities more and more to serve God, but re-
lying on God less and less. In order to regain
His full reliance on God to do what God had
called him to do, he realized he needed to turn
back to God again in a personal relationship
that was real and vibrant.

As part of his personal renewal, he made a
commitment to himself to write out his dialog
with God daily, filling at least one page of a
notebook per day. By intentionally carving
out time to be with God again, he was able to
recapture the joy and fullness of serving Him.

We don’t have to deliberately sin to feel
like God is distant. But sometimes through
our busy-ness, laziness, or plain neglect, we
can find ourselves farther and farther from
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the one true relationship that matters most:
our relationship with God.

God wants to meet with us. And when we
put our faith in Christ, God promises to send
His Holy Spirit to not only meet with us, but
to live within us (see Romans 8:11), and to
speak with us, too:

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will
guide you into all truth. He will not speak on bis
owny he will speak only what he hears, and he will
tell you what is yet to come” (John 16:13).

God wants to meet with you, too. Take
time to meet with Him today.
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Lesson 40

WERE SET FREE
To WORSHIP

Scripture Reading: Exodus 33:11

e’ve reached lesson 40 of this 50
lesson study of the book of Exo-
dus. Before we head into the final

10 lessons of this study, I’d like to remind you
of the purpose of “the Exodus,” of getting
free, in the first place.

God sets us free so we can worship Him.
We don’t have to wait till we die and go to
heaven to be in the presence of God. We
don’t have to wait till we get to the end of
some spiritual journey to be with Him. We
don’t even have to wait one more minute.

We can worship God in our hearts right
now. We can spend time in His presence,
commune with Him, at any given moment.

There’s a little passage tucked in Exodus 33
that reminds me of this. The Bible says that
when Moses would want to spend time with
God, he would go to the “Tent of Meeting,”
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and God would meet with him there. But
then the Bible adds these words:

“Then Moses would return to the camp, but his

young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the
tent” (Exodus 33:11D).

I try to picture what it would be like to be a
young aide to Moses, the great deliverer of the
people of Israel. What would it be like to
walk beside him into the tent of meeting, and
watch him as the Lord would “peak t0 Moses
face to face, as a man speaks to bis friend” (Exodus
33:11a)?

I think it would be awesome! Apparently,
so did Joshua. Since Moses was the leader of
the nation, he had to then go back to the
camp to deal with the issues of the day. But
not Joshua. Joshua stayed. He wasn’t about
to leave that tent. He was going to stay right
there in the presence of God.

Although they hadn’t reached the promised
land yet, they could still spend time in the
presence of God. Although they hadn’t re-
solved all of the problems and struggles of
life, they could still worship Him. Although
they were still in the midst of one of the worst

164



We're Set Free To Worship

struggles of their nation, this didn’t deter
Joshua from spending time in the “tent of
meeting.” Rather than deterring the people, it
probably drove them even deeper into the
presence of the Living God.

Sometimes we think that we have to reach
a certain place in our freedom before we can
tully worship God. We think that we have to
get free of a particular sin, or be fully restored
from a broken relationship. Or we wonder if
we might never really be able to worship God
here on this earth, but will only get to #uly en-
ter His presence when we die.

But this passage in Exodus, as well as many
others throughout the Bible, encourage me
that we can, at any moment, step into the
presence of God. Sure, it’s a lot easier to step
into His presence when we’re not weighted
down with sin and strife and struggle. That’s
why God wants us so desperately to throw off
anything that might entangle us.

And yet, sometimes, it’s the very act of
coming into His presence that helps us to fi-
nally surrender our grip on those things that
are holding us back, letting God Himself take
the weights off of our shoulders. As Joshua
would later find out, when Moses died and
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Joshua had to take over the leadership of the
entire nation, those regular moments in the
presence of God would prove invaluable to
his own effectiveness as a leader.

Whether there’s peace all around you, or
strife swirling out of control, I'd like to en-
courage you to step into God’s presence
sometime today, even right now if you can.
Like Joshua, maybe you can just stay there
and linger awhile with God, like a honeymoon
couple enjoying some intimate moments to-
gether.

Worshiping God is one of the most glori-
ous, life-giving, and life producing acts in
which we can engage. It’s the reason God set
us free in the first place. Why not take a little
time to just step into His presence today?
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Lesson 41

AsK GoD To SHoOw
You His GLORY

Scripture Reading: Exodus 33:18-23

that took place several thousand years

ago between God and Moses. In this
conversation, youll learn something about
what it’s like to have an intimate relationship
with God, and what you can do to take that
relationship even deeper.

The conversation takes place in chapter 33
of the book of Exodus. Moses has just been
pleading with God to come with him on the
next leg of his journey.

I ’d like you to listen in to a conversation

The LLORD replied, “My Presence will go with
you, and 1 will give you rest.” Then Moses said to
him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not
send us up from here. How will anyone know that
you are pleased with me and with your people un-
less you go with us? What else will distinguish me
and your people from all the other people on the
face of the earth?”
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And the 1.LORD said to Moses, “I will do the
very thing you have asked, because I am pleased
with you and 1 know you by name.”

Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
And the LORD said, “T will canse all my good-
ness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my
name, the LLORD, in your presence” (Exodus
33:14-19a).

What’s amazing to me about this conversa-
tion is that throughout this whole journey
called “the exodus” from Egypt, Moses has
been walking with God, talking with God, and
seeing God work in various ways. And yet,
here in chapter 33, Moses is still asking to see
more and more of God. He says to God,
“Now show me your glory.”

One of the lessons I get out of this conver-
sation is that no matter how close we are to
God, or how close we have been in the past,
we can always go deeper with Him. There’s
always more to learn about Him. There’s al-
ways more that God wants to reveal to us
about Himself, if we’re willing to ask.

Maybe this is one of the reasons God
makes it possible for us to spend eternity in
heaven with Him when we put our faith in
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Ask God To Show You His Glory

Christ, because it will take that long to get to
know Him as deeply as possible.

This idea of spending time with God so
that we can get to know Him more is a huge
part of what it means to experience His “glo-
ry.” If you look closely at the conversation,
you’ll see that God says that He knows Moses
by name. He knows who Moses is. He
knows what makes Moses tick. He knows his
name. So when Moses asks to see God’s glory,
God replies, in essence, “All right, I'll show
you My name, too. I'll show you more of who
I am.” God knows Moses, and Moses wants
to know God.

In the purest sense, this is at the heart of
what it means to be intimate with someone
else: to reveal more of yourself to them, and
to invite them to reveal more of themselves to
you.

In fact, the Hebrew word often used in the
Bible to describe the conception of a child is
“yada,” which means “to know.” When the
Bible says that “Adam knew Eve,” it means
that they were so intimate that they conceived
a child! (see Genesis 4:1, NKJV) Interesting-
ly, this same word “yada” is used to describe
the intimacy that takes place when we worship
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God, an intimacy in which we reveal more of
ourselves to Him, and He reveals more of
Himself to us.

God invites us to be intimate with Him, to
worship Him with our entire beings. He
wants us to love Him with all of our heart,
soul, mind and strength, not rushing through
these moments of intimacy, but taking the
time to reveal ourselves to each other.

No matter how close to, or far away from
God you might feel, take some extra time to-
day to ask Him to reveal more of Himself to
you. Ask God to show you His glory.
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Lesson 42

ABSORB THE NAME
OF THE LLORD

Scripture Reading: Exodus 34:1-7

f God wore a name tag, I think today’s

scripture passage would be on it. A per-

son’s name often reveals something
about who they are. This was especially true
in biblical days. The name “Moses,” for in-
stance, meant “drawn out of the water,”
which describes exactly how he was rescued
from the Nile River by one of Pharaoh’s
daughters.

God’s name reveals to us who He is, too.
So when Moses says to God in Exodus 34,
“show me Your glory,” God responds by say-
ing that He would cause His “name” to pass
in front of Moses, thus revealing to Moses
more about who He is. Here’s what God
says:

“Then the 1LORD came down in the clond and
stood there with himt and proclaimed his name, the
LORD. And he passed in front of Moses, pro-
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claiming, The 1LORD, the 1. ORD, the compas-
sionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abound-
ing in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and
sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunishedy he
punishes the children and their children for the sin
of the fathers to the third and fourth generation’
(Exodus 34:5-7).

God’s name tag would read something like
this: “Hello, my name is... Compassionate.
Gracious. Slow to Anger. Abounding in
Love and Faithfulness. Forgiving, Yet Just.”

To me, it’s an Old Testament description
of what Christ came to demonstrate for us in
the New Testament. The prophet Jeremiah
later tells us that God is going to make a new
covenant with the people, not one written on
tablets of stone, but one that would be written
on people’s hearts. Not a covenant where the
children would have to pay for the sins of
their fathers, but one where each person
would be called to account for their own sins.

Some people think that God is portrayed in
the Old Testament as being easily provoked
to anger. But the way I read it, I see God as
incredibly compassionate, gracious and slow
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Absorb The Name Of The Lord

to anger. If you read the Bible from begin-
ning to end, you’ll see a repeating pattern of
God drawing people to Himself, then people
turning away. God draws them back, then
they turn away. He draws them again, then
they turn away again. At some point, if God
is a “just” God, He must eventually punish
sin.

But if God were merely “just,” He would
have wiped out the entire planet long ago. In
fact, way back in Genesis chapter 6, just six
chapters into the history of man, God was
tempted to do just that because of the wicked-
ness of the people. But God relented, and
gave mankind another chance. And another.
And another. The fact that any of us are still
alive today is a testimony to God’s compas-
sion, grace, and ability to be slow to anger.
The fact that God sent Jesus to die, so that
anyone who would put their faith in Him
would be saved from the punishment of
death, shows that He is still willing to go to
incredible lengths to be forgiving, yet just.

I’'ve heard the difference between justice,
mercy and grace described by the different
possible reactions of a man who had caught a
thief trying to steal a brand new Harley-
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Davidson motorcycle from his garage. If the
owner grabbed a gun and shot the thief, or es-
corted him to jail, that would be justice. The
thief was stealing his stuff, and stealing is
wrong, so justice requires some kind of penal-
ty.

But if the owner said, “I’'m just going to let
you go and walk out of here now. Even
though what you’ve done is wrong, I’'m not
going to touch you, just go,” that would be
mercy.

But if the owner turned around, went back
into the house and got the keys to the Harley,
came back and handed them to the thief,
signed over the title to him, and handed him
$100 to put gas in it, that would be grace.

And that’s what God has done for us
through Christ:

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While e were still sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:8).

Take time to absorb the name of the Lord,
realizing how incredibly loving and gracious
He is. Then remember to extend that same
love and grace to others.
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Lesson 43

WORSHIP
AND WONDER

Scripture Reading: Exodus 34:8-10

thing will happen and TI’ll think, “Wow,
that was the presence of God passing
right in front of me.”

I don’t always sense His presence like this,
but when I do, I’'m usually taken aback by it,
and I’'m not quite sure how to react. It’s over-
whelming, on one hand, to realize that God
has just passed by. But it’s often such a small
thing, on the other hand, that alerts me to His
presence, that it makes me stop and think,
“Was that really God?”

I love how Moses responds when the pres-
ence of God passed by Him in Exodus chap-
ter 34:

I ’ve had moments in my life where some-

“Moses bowed to the ground at once and wor-
shiped. ‘O Lord, if 1 have found favor in your
eyes,” he said, ‘then let the Lord go with us. Al-
though this is a stiff-necked people, forgive onr
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wickedness and onr sin, and take us as your inher-
ttance.” Then the 1LORD said: ‘T am making a
covenant with you. Before all your people I will do
wonders never before done in any nation in all the
world. The people you live among will see how awe-
some is the work that 1, the LORD, will do for
you’ " (Exodus 34:8-10).

Moses’ response was immediate: he bowed
down and worshiped, “at once.”

The night before I wrote this lesson, I had
one of those moments where I felt God’s
presence passing by.

All week I had been thinking about an il-
lustration of what grace looks like that I had
read twenty years ago in Victor Hugo’s book,
Les Miserables. In the book, a thief takes
refuge in the home of a bishop, who was the
first person who offered the thief a meal and
lodging since his escape from prison. As they
prepared for bed that night, the bishop hand-
ed the thief a silver candlestick to light his way
to his bedroom for the night.

In the middle of the night, the thief’s heart
became hard again and he took the opportuni-
ty to escape while he still could, stealing the
silver utensils that they had used for dinner as
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Worship And Wonder

he left the house. But early the next morning,
the police caught the thief and brought him
back to the bishop’s house. The bishop ex-
claimed, “Oh, you are back again! I am glad
to see you. I gave you the candlesticks, too,
which are silver also, and will bring forty
francs. Why did you not take them?”

The thief was stunned, as were the police.
The bishop added solemnly, “Never forget
you have promised me you would use the
money to become an honest man,” which is
exactly what happened.

I remembered that picture of grace from
Hugo’s book and wanted to share it with oth-
ers, but didn’t know where in my house to
find the book I had once read. The night be-
fore I was to write this lesson, my 8 year-old
son and I were reading from another book, a
large collection of short stories, when my son
said, “I’d like to just flip through the pages
and pick a story with my fingers.” He ran his
fingers through the 832 page book and
opened it. I stared in disbelief at the title of
the story in front of my eyes. It was called,
The Good Bishop, and it gave a short, 3-page
summary of this very incident with the candle-
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sticks from Victor Hugo’s book, Les Miser-
ables.

I felt as if the presence of God had just
passed by.

I wanted to bow down and worship. Not
just because God had found the story for me
that I had been looking for, in a place where I
never would have looked for it, but because
carlier in the day I was wondering why some
of the “big” things I've been praying about
have not yet been answered.

I was reminded that God is not just in the
big things—and He’s not just in the little
things. God is in every thing.

The next time God passes by, what will
your response be? I'm praying that more and
more, my response will be like that of Moses,
to bow down at once, and worship.
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Lesson 44

OUR ROLE
AND GOD’s ROLE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 34:11-28

e’re going to look in this lesson at
something that puzzles a lot of
people, including me. Sometimes

we wonder how much we have to do for
God, and how much He’s going to do for us.
It’s hard to find the balance. The truth is that
we both have roles to play. God has things
He wants us to do, and then there are things
He says He'll do.

A quick look at Exodus chapter 34, verses
10-28, when God made a covenant with the
Israelites, shows these two roles. If you take a
look at that passage, you’ll see that God says
there are things He’s going to do, and then He
says there are things He wants them to do.

Here are a few things that God says He’s
going to do for them:

- He’ll do wonders never before done in any
nation of the world (verse 10)
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- He'll drive out the nations ahead of them
(verse 11)
- He'll enlarge their territory (verse 24)

And here are a few things that God wants
them to do:

- Obey what He commands (verse 11)

- Don’t make cast idols (verse 17) (I think
this was just a reminder about the golden
calf, “That was a bad move guys, don’t ever
do that again, OK?”)

- Celebrate the feasts and make sure to rest
every seventh day (verses 18 and 21)

I think this is helpful for our own under-
standing of how we interact with God.

Sometimes we might sit back and mistak-
enly say, “It’s all in Your hands God. I'm not
going to do a thing. I’'m leaving it all up to
You.” There are times when it’s important to
simply pray, and pray, and pray. But prayer is
a conversation with God, and oftentimes dur-
ing those conversations, God tells us things
that He wants us to do. In those times, we've
got to do our part.

Other times, we might mistakenly think
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that we’ve got to do everything. We think
that if we don’t do it, it won’t get done. We
act as if God’s not likely to do anything for us.
We forget that God has a huge role to play in
everything we do. In the case of the Israelites,
God’s role was to do certain things, like per-
forming wonders never before done in any
nation of the world, driving out nations be-
fore them, and enlarging their territory—Ilittle
things like that. :)

So there are often these two things going
on at the same time: things God will do, and
things He wants us to do. We need to trust
God to do His part, and we need to do our
part to the best of our ability.

There’s a final point in this passage that I
don’t want you to miss. God ends His con-
versation with Moses with these words:

“Then the I.ORD said to Moses, Write down
these words, for in accordance with these words 1
have made a covenant with yon and with Israel.’
Moses was there with the LORD forty days and
Sorty nights without eating bread or drinking wa-
ter. And be wrote on the tablets the words of the
covenant—the Ten Commandments” (Exodus

34:27-28),
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Moses had just finished two back-to-back
40-day fasts. He had totally emptied himself
so he could be totally filled with God. The
words that God spoke to Moses in those quiet
times together turned out to be some of the
longest lasting words in the history of the
wotld:  the Ten Commandments. Three
thousand years later they are still some of the
most talked-about and cherished words ever
written.

Our quiet times with God have power.
This Exodus study is proof of that to me. It
was during my own 40-day fast, almost three
years before writing this devotional, that I first
took the notes from the book of Exodus that
have resulted in this study. What we do in
our quiet times with God can have an effect
days, months and even years into the future.

God wants us to spend time with Him, and
to act on what He tells us to do during that
time. God will do His part. He just wants us
to do outs.
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Lesson 45

SPENDING TIME IN GOD’S
PRESENCE CHANGES US

Scripture Reading: Exodus 34:29-35

Psalms, you may have noticed that King

David doesn’t always go into God’s pres-
ence with a really happy attitude, but he usual-
ly comes out with one.

Just flip through the Psalms and see how
many times this happens. Psalm 4, for in-
stance, starts with, “Answer me when I call to you,
O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress;
be merciful to me and hear my prayer” (verse 1), but
it ends with, “T will lie down in peace, for you alone,
O LORD, make me dwell in safety” (verse 8).

Over and over the pattern repeats. David
starts out pretty angry with God, and angry
with the people around him, but he ends up
by praising God and trusting Him completely.
Why?

Because spending time in God’s presence
changes us. Sometimes we don’t even notice

If you've ever read through the book of
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the change, but others do. And when they
notice the change in us, it changes them, too.

Take a look at the change that took place
in Moses when he spent time in God’s pres-
ence. In Exodus chapter 34, the change was
so visible, it was reflected in his face:

“When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with
the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he
was not aware that his face was radiant becanse he
had spoken with the LORD. When Aaron and
all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant,
and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses
called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the
community came back to him, and he spoke to
them. Afterward all the Israelites came near him,
and he gave them all the commands the LORD
had given him on Mount Sinai. When Moses fin-
ished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face.
But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to
speak with hin, he removed the veil until he came
out. And when he came out and told the Israelites
what he had been commanded, they saw that his
face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil
back over bis face until he went in to speak with
the LORD” (Exodus 34:29-35).
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Here’s a man with a super-tan! Moses had
just asked God in Exodus chapter 33: “Show
me your glory.” Later, when Moses came
down from the mountain, he had God’s glory
all over him! He was so radiant, so physically
changed, that he had to put a veil over his
face when he talked to other people!

Spending time in God’s presence changes
us. The more time we spend with God, the
more we’re changed we’ll be—physically,
emotionally, spiritually—in all kinds of ways.
Whenever we ask to see God’s glory, we
shouldn’t be surprised to find that His glory is
reflected in us.

What causes the moon to shine so bright?
It’s the reflection of the sun. There’s nothing
inherent in the moon to make it light up the
night. That’s what God wants to do through
each one of us. He wants us to spend time
with Him, absorbing His glory, so we can go
out and reflect the light of His Son into the
darkness of the world around us.

Moses wasn’t even aware how his time
with God had changed him. But others were.
The glory that covered Moses was certainly
for Moses’ benefit, but it also overflowed to
all of those around him.
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If you’ll diligently spend time with God,
you’ll start to see that the overflow from your
time with Him will naturally touch other peo-
ple. Although this may not be your main pur-
pose for spending time with God, He can use
the overflow of your experience to “prime the
pump” for others.

Spending time in God’s presence changes
us. Although you may come into His pres-
ence tired, angry, frustrated or broken,
chances are good that a little time with the
Creator of the universe, the One who gave
you life and breath, will give you new life, too.
He’ll restore you, encourage you, strengthen
you and help you to put your trust in Him
more and more.
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Lesson 46

MAKE THE CALL To THE
WILLING AND SKILLED

Scripture Reading: Exodus 35:1-36:7

do something for Him, I want to encour-

age you today to take a step of faith:
make the call to all who are willing and skilled
to help you do what God wants done.

If you’re like me, asking for help is one of
the hardest parts of carrying out God’s will.
But I’'m encouraged by what I read in Exodus
chapter 35. Here we see that Moses has come
down from the mountain with a detailed vi-
sion in mind for what God wanted him to do
next: to build an incredible place of worship
for God. Now, it’s time for Moses to ask the
people for their help, to see if they will pro-
vide the resources and the labor to make it
happen. How will he ask them? And how
will they respond? Let’s take a look:

If God has put a vision on your heart to

“Moses said to the whole Israelite community,

“This is what the L ORD has commanded: From
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what you have, take an offering for the L ORD.
Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD
an offering of gold, silver and bronge; blue, purple
and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat bair; ram
skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia wood;
olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil
and for the fragrant incense; and onyx stones and
other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breast-
piece. Al who are skilled among you are to come
and make everything the LLORD has
commanded...” " (Exodus 35:4-10).

He calls on all who are willing and skilled
to “give” to the work and to “get involved” in
the work. Now let’s look at the response:

“Then the whole Israelite commmunity withdrew
from Moses’ presence, and everyone who was will-
ing and whose heart moved him came and brought
an offering to the LORD for the work on the Tent
of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred
garments. ... All the Israelite men and women who
were willing bronght to the LORD freewill offer-
ings for all the work the LLORD through Moses
had commanded them to do” (Exodus 35:21,
29).
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In the end, God had stirred the hearts of
so many people that they had to be restrained
from giving any more!

“Then Moses gave an order and they sent this
word throughout the camp: No man or woman is
to mafke anything else as an offering for the sanctu-
ary.” And so the people were restrained from bring-
ing more, because what they already had was more
than enongh to do all the work” (Exodus 36:6-

7).

When I first read this passage, I wondered
what that must feel like, to see people give
and get involved to such an extent that they
had to be restrained from giving any more.
But when I came back to this passage again to
teach it to others, I was in the middle of rais-
ing funds for five of us to go on a missions
trip to Africa. Up to that point, I had often
questioned if we’d be able to raise enough for
even one of us to go, let alone five.

I took encouragement from this passage,
and kept pressing on. In the final weeks be-
fore our trip, I found myself having to tell
people to not give any more to the trip, for we
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had already raised all that we needed for all
five of us to go.

We can sometimes look at a passage like
this, and even hear a story like I just told, and
be either discouraged or encouraged, wonder-
ing why it’s not happening to us, or looking
forward to when it will happen to us.

My encouragement to you is to make the
call. Make the call to all who are willing to
help you carry out the vision that God has put
on your heart. As Christians, God has en-
trusted us with great visions, great plans and
great ways to reach the world for Him. God
wants us to step out in faith, make the call,
and ask people to give and get involved in do-
ing what God wants done. Make the call!
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Lesson 47

Do
THE WORK

Scripture Reading: Exodus 36:8-39:32

times when I’ve planned, prayed and got-

ten things ready to take on a huge
project, but by the time it comes to do the
work, I'm already exhausted! 1 feel like a
woman who’s nine months pregnant, but
when it comes time to push, I don’t have the
strength.

When we feel like we can’t push any far-
ther, that’s often when we need to push the
most. That’s often the culmination of all that
we’ve worked so hard to achieve up to that
point. If we stop pushing at the moment of
delivery, we’re going to shortchange, and pos-
sibly even abort, the whole plan.

Weve come to that point in the book of
Exodus, too. We’re on Lesson 47 out of 50.
With just three lessons to go, the people are
finally ready to do the work that God had giv-
en Moses such a detailed vision for back on

I don’t know about you, but there are
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the mountaintop. Take a look at just a few of
the verses as the work begins:

“All the skilled men among the workmen made
the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted
linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with
cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman.
Al the curtains were the same size—twenty-eight
cubits long and four cubits wide. They joined five of
the curtains together and did the same with the
other five. Then they made loops of blue material
along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and the
same was done with the end curtain in the other
set. They also made fifty loops on one curtain and
fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with
the loops opposite each other. Then they made fifty
gold clasps and used them to fasten the two sets of
curtains together so that the tabernacle was a unit”
(Exodus 36:8-13).

The description of all the work continues
in similar detail for another three chapters.
Sometimes we can skip over these details in
the Bible, but this is the foundation for what
God called them to do. They came out of the
desert to worship God, and now they’re build-
ing a place of worship to do it.
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When I studied this passage initially, I
heard about a songwriting contest. I had writ-
ten a song about five years earlier that I really
liked and had put a lot of time into, but never
recorded it. The contest turned out to be just
the thing I needed to finally spur me on to do
the work and get it recorded. Although I did-
n’t exactly have the time to mess with this
kind of thing, I felt like I needed to follow
through on all the work I had previously done
on the song.

So I stepped out of my comfort zone and
sent an email to a woman in California. I
loved her voice, but didn’t have any money to
pay her for this project. I asked her if she’d
still be willing to record the song for this con-
test, anyway. Amazingly, she said, “Yes,” and
asked some of her friends to help her record
1t.

It turned out to be a beautiful recording,
and although we didn’t win the contest, I was
so thankful to have it recorded. When I called
to thank her for her work on it, she said, “Oh,
no, thank you! Thank you for asking and let-
ting me do it!” She told me how the song had
really ministered to her that week as she
worked on it. Had I not “made the call” to
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get the work done, the song still wouldn’t be
recorded, and those involved would have
missed out on the blessing it turned out to be
to them as well.

I know how hard it can be to “do the
work” when the time finally comes to do it.

But for whatever project God’s given you,
don’t lose heart. Don’t lose strength. This fi-
nal push could be what finally delivers your
“baby.” Many people will be blessed through
your work, including those who work on it
with youl

So don’t give up. Don’t give in. Don’t
stop pushing now. Do the work! And get it
donel
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Lesson 48

FINIsH
THE WORK

Scripture Reading: Exodus 39:33-40:33

e’re just around the corner from
the end of this study of the book
of Exodus. Appropriately, then,

this lesson is called, “Finish The Work.”

Today is “payday” for Moses and for all
the people traveling with him. They’re about
to reach the culmination of all that they've
worked for, and all that they’ve been set free
for: to worship God.

The details of their work, as listed in Exo-
dus chapters 39 and 40, might seem trivial,
dull and something to skip over to someone
just skimming through the Bible.  But if
you've ever worked on a building project
yourself, you know that when the end of the
project starts coming into view, those days
can be some of the most exciting and beauti-
tul days of the entire project!

Can you imagine what the people who
were building this place of worship must have
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thought as they saw it all finally coming to-
gether? They’ve just carved all these beautiful
things, gilded them with gold, and decorated
them with all kinds of precious stones.
They’ve just crafted beautiful works of art that
were conceived in the very mind of God
Himself.

Then they started bringing them forward to
Moses, letting him look over each item to see
that it was finished exactly as God had de-
scribed them to him on the mountain. They
begin to put it all together, standing each
piece up in its place. They light the lamps,
burn the incense, and put the tablets of stone,
the very words of God, into the ark of the
covenant, and Wow! The work is finally com-
plete!

The whole process concludes with these
words:

“So all the work on the tabernacle, the Tent of
Meeting, was completed. The Israelites did every-
thing just as the LLORD commanded
Moses....And so Moses finished the work” (Exo-
dus 39:32, 40:33b).

What a powerful moment! Have you ever
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heard about something called the “212 Princi-
ple,” popularized in a book by Mac Anderson
and Sam Parker? At 211 degrees Fahrenheit,
water is hot, but at 212 degrees, water boils.
And when water boils, you get steam, and
steam can power a locomotive.  Although
there’s only one degree of difference between
211 and 212, that extra degree can be enough
to take all the previous effort over the top!

I don’t know what kind of project you
might be working on right now. I don’t know
if you’re at 211 degrees, or 150, or 98.6! But I
do know that we all have a tendency to wear
out when we’re working on a project, even a
project that God has clearly called us to do.
We can get to the point where we’re not sure
if we can take one more step. We’re not sure
that we can raise the temperature one more
degree. But let me encourage you that if
God’s called you to do it, keep on doing it!

The American inventor, Thomas Edison,
worked non-stop for several years to perfect
the light bulb. He tested over 6,000 materials
to use for filaments—everything from bam-
boo to cedar to hickory. After thousands of
tests and a pile of failed materials that stacked
up outside his house high enough to reach his
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second floor window, Edison finally hit upon
a material that burned long enough, and
bright enough, for commercial success: car-
bonized cotton.

Edison’s perseverance paid off, not only
for himself, but for all of us who have benefit-
ed from his perseverance. Edison said,
“Many of life’s failures were men who did not
realize how close they were to success when
they gave up.”

The Apostle Paul, who knew how hard it
was to persevere in the work of the Lord year
after year, even in the face of endless persecu-
tion, hardship and personal suffering, still had
enough confidence in the end result of that
perseverance that he wrote to the people liv-
ing in Galatia: “Lef us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9).

Don’t become weary in doing good! Finish
the work! At the proper time, you will reap a
harvest, if you do not give up.
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Lesson 49

THE GLORY OF THE
LLORD
COVERS THE WORK

Scripture Reading: Exodus 40:34-38

e’ve come to the last five verses,
and the spectacular conclusion, of
the book of Exodus. Take a look

at what happens when Moses finishes the
work:

“Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and
the glory of the LLORD filled the tabernacle.
Moses conld not enter the Tent of Meeting because
the clond had settled upon it, and the glory of the
LORD filled the tabernacle. In all the travels of
the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above
the tabernacle, they would set out; but if the clond
did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it
lifted.  So the cloud of the LORD was over the
tabernacle by day, and fire was in the clond by
night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during
all their travels” (Exodus 40:34-38).
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What is it that Moses sees that so fills the
tabernacle that he can’t even get into it? The
glory of the Lord—the very thing that Moses
had asked to see back in Exodus 33:18 when
he said, “Now show me your glory.” But this
time, Moses wasn’t the only one who got to
see it—everyone got to see it!

There’s a lesson here for me, for you and
for everyone who does their work as if work-
ing for the Lord: when you’ve finished the
work, been obedient to the vision, and
brought it to its conclusion, the glory of the
Lord can finally come down on your work in
a way that everyone can see it.

I’ve had some experiences in my life where
I’'ve sensed the presence of God in a way that
I can only describe as “the glory of the Lord.”
I'm not an expert in the glory of the Lord, but
from what I've read in the Bible, from what
I’ve learned from other Christians, and from
what I’'ve experienced in my own life, the glo-
ry of the Lord seems to be actual “stuff,” like
the air we breathe. It’s real, physical and tan-
gible. It can be seen, sensed and felt.

I’'ve sensed it during worship, when one
time I was just singing to God in what seemed
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to be a normal, enjoyable worship experience,
and all of a sudden, the presence of the Lord
was so real and tangible that I felt like I could-
n’t move if I wanted to. And I didn’t want to!
I wanted to stay in His presence as long as I
possibly could!

I’ve sensed it during my quiet times, when
once I was sitting back on my couch, writing
in my journal, and suddenly felt like melted
butter was being poured into my chest.
Maybe it was the oil of the Holy Spirit, if that
sounds more palatable, but whatever words I
would use to describe it couldn’t do justice to
what I felt during those precious minutes with
the Lord.

I’d love to be able to finish a project and
see the glory of the Lord come down and cov-
er it in a way that everyone could see it, so
that I couldn’t even stand up anymore! At
that point, I wouldn’t care! If my purpose in
doing all that I do is to worship the Lord, as
was the case for the Israelites, then who cares
if He bowls me over when it’s done, and I’'m
laid out flat on the floor in His presence?
That’s right where I'd want to be anyway! I
wouldn’t want to go anywhere else!

If the Lord picked up and moved, I'd want
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to pick up and move with Him, like the Is-
raelites who followed Him. I wouldn’t want
to stay back! I’d want to be with God!

My prayer for you as you work on your
own projects for the Lord, and even as you
come to the the end of this study with me, is
that when you’ve finished the work, been obe-
dient to the vision, and brought it to its con-
clusion, that the glory of the Lord would
show up in such a way that you, and everyone
else, can see it.

Now, may the Lord show you His glory!
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Lesson 50

FrREE
To WORSHIP

Scripture Reading: Exodus 3:12

hanks for taking the time to go

through this study of the book of Ex-

odus with me. D’ve learned a lot from

the story of how God set the Israclites free,
and I hope you have, too.

As we close out our time together, I'd like

to remind you of three key points from this
study that apply directly to each of our lives.

1) God set the Israelites free so they counld worship
Hinr—and that'’s the same reason He set you free,
Zo0.

This reason is stated throughout the book
of Exodus, from the first time that God called
to Moses from the burning bush:  “When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain’ ” (Exodus 3:12b).

To the words Moses spoke to Pharaoh:
“Go to Pharaoh and say to him, This is what the
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LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may wor-
ship me’” (Exodus 8:1b).

To the concluding scene of the entire
book, when the glory of the Lord descended
on the place the Israelites built to worship
Him: “Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting,
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle”
(Exodus 40:34).

To be truly free means to be able to wor-
ship God with your whole heart. If you can
worship God with your whole heart, regard-
less of whatever else might be going on
around you, you’re free! But if you can’t wor-
ship God in your heart, for whatever reason,
you’re still in bondage, and God wants to set
you free.

If that’s the case, you might want to review
these lessons again to look for ideas to help
you get fully free.

2) God helped the Israelites to stay free—and He
wants to help you stay free, too.

God’s help included a system of rules to

keep the Israelites, and each of us, from
plunging back into bondage again.  These
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rules are summarized in the Ten Command-
ments:

“You shall have no other gods before me...

You shall not make for yourself an idol...

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD yonr
God...

Remenmber the Sabbath day by keeping it holy...
Honor your father and your mother...

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your
neighbor.

You shall not covet...” (from Exodus 20:1-17).

Rather than restricting us, these rules free
us to live the abundant life God has created us
to live.

Again, if you’ve gotten free in the past, but
are struggling to stay free now, you might
want to review these lessons again for more
insights on how to restore the freedom you
once had.

3) God invited Moses to take part in His plan to set
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others free—ijust like God is inviting you to take part
n 1t too.

Hundreds of years before Moses was even
born, God had a plan for setting the Israelites
free. God told Abraham:

“Know for certain that your descendants will be
strangers in a country not their own, and they will
be enslaved and wmistreated four hundred years.
But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,
and afterward they will come ont with great posses-
sions” (Genesis 15:14).

And that’s exactly what happened. God
had a plan in mind for setting His people free,
and He called on Moses to help Him with that
plan.

God has a plan for setting others free, too,
and He’s called on you and me to help Him
with that plan.

What’s His plan? God knew that our sins
would enslave us—and eventually kill us. So
God sent Jesus, His Son, to die for our sins so
we could be free to live with Him forever:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one
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and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

After dying for our freedom, and rising
again from the dead, Jesus asked His follow-

ers to do one more thing:

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to
all creation” (Mark 16:15).

He’s inviting you into His plan. Won’t you
join Him?
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SMALL (GROUP STUDY
GUIDE

I'm excited to offer this study guide for
groups who want to study this material to-
gether! While studying God’s Word on your
own can be extremely rewarding, studying it
with others can be even more so. I've learned
from my own experience that the words of
Solomon are true: “As iron sharpens iron, so
one man sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17).

This study is divided into fifty lessons and
the questions that follow can be used for per-
sonal reflection, group discussion, or a combi-
nation of both.

If your group wants to read and discuss
each lesson together, they could meet once a
week for fifty weeks. If your group wants to
go through the material more quickly, group
members could study several lessons on their
own, then discuss those lessons together with
the group covering, for instance, five lessons a
week for ten weeks. I've included a set of
Summary Questions for every five lessons if
you want to use this latter approach.
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However you do it, I pray God speaks to
you through it!

1LESSON 1

The Israelites may have felt weak because
they were slaves in Egypt. But the reason
they were enslaved was because Pharaoh
could see that they would become incredibly
strong one day, so he decided to suppress
them before they could overpower him.

1. Is there an area of your life that God may want
you to be strong, but because of circumstances or

other situations, you feel weak in that area?

2. Could it be that God wants you to use that weatk-
ness for His glory somehow?

3. What are some ways He might be able to use it?
4. What are some steps you can take to start moving

into what God may have in mind for you in this
area?

1LESSON 2

While the Israelite midwives faced threats
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from Pharaoh unless they killed all of the
newborn Israelite boys, the midwives feared
God more than they feared Pharaoh and de-
cided to do what was right. They let the boys
live, and God blessed not only the Israelites,
but the midwives, too.

1. Is there an area of your life where the ‘fear of
man’ is keeping you from fulfilling something that
God might want you to do instead?

2. What’s the worst that could happen if you stepped
Sforward in what you feel called to do?

3. What's the worst that could happen if you don’t
step forward in what you feel called to do?

4. How might God bless you, and those around you,
i you do step forward in what you feel called to do?

1LESSON 3

When God was looking for someone to
lead His people into freedom, He found
someone in Moses whose heart was already
committed to that end. Even though Moses’
plans to set people free seemed to backfire
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from time to time, God eventually called
Moses to set people free in a big way.

1. Is there something on_your heart that you feel called
to do, and may have tried to do in the past, but
hasn’t yet been fulfilled?

2. If God were looking for someone to do what you feel
called to do, what things in your past might show
Him that you're committed to that end, too?

3. What are some things you might do right now to
demonstrate that commitment?

4. In what ways could you wuse some strengthening
Sfrom God right now to help you carry out what
He’s put on your heart to do?

1LESSON 4

God came up with a plan to set the Is-
raelites free: He saw their misery, He heard
their prayers, He was concerned about their
suffering, and He wanted to rescue them. But
part of His plan also included using Moses, if
He was willing, to be His human instrument
to bring about that freedom.
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1. Why wonld God want to involve His people in His
Pplans, instead of doing it all Himself?

2. Are there some things going on in the world that
marfke you want to ask God why He isn’t doing
something about them?

3. If so, is it possible that He might be asking yon
the same question?

4. If God were to invite you to take part in His plan,
wonld yon want to?

LLESSON 5

When God invited Moses to take part in
His plan of rescuing the Israelites, Moses
protested: he gave God many good reasons
why he wasn’t the best choice for the job.
But God countered all of Moses’ reasons with
just one reason of His own: “I will be with

2

you.

1. What difference do yon think it made to Moses to
know that God would be with Him?
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2. What difference do you think it would make to you
if you knew that God would be with you in what
He’s calling yon to do?

3. What do you think about the statement, “1t’s not a
matter of whether you can or can’t, but whether yon
will or won't”’?

4. What are some things you conld do to help clarify
whether God s calling you to do something or not,
and whether He will be with you or not?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 1-5

The book of Exodus is one of the most
dramatic books in the Bible. You may already
be familiar with some of the stories contained
within it, either from reading it before, or
from famous movies based on various aspects
of the story.

1. Flip through the pages of the book of Exodus,
looking at just the headings of each section if youn'd
like, and share with the group some of the things
that happen in this book (such as “the parting of
the Red Sea,” or “baby Moses gets put in a bas-
ket”).
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2. The word Exodus means to flee or to “exit,” and
the book of Exodus describes how God helped the
Israclites escape from their bondage in Egypt.
What are some other bondages from which God
might want to help His people escape?

3. In what ways did the “fear of man” enslave the Is-
raelites, and in what ways can the “fear of man”
enslave us today?

4. In what ways did the “fear of God” help the Is-
raelites step into their divine destiny, and in what
ways can the “fear of God” help us today to do the

same?

5. What are some things that you see in the world
around you that you hope God wonld do something
about—and that He might be hoping you would
do something about, too?

6. Although it seems like God could have rescued the
Israelites all by Himself, He chose to use Moses as
His human instrument to accomplish His plan.
Share why you think God wonld rather work
throngh His people than doing everything Himself?
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7. Although Moses and God were on the same page
regarding what they hoped would happen, what
seemed to hinder Moses in jumping into God'’s
Pplan, and what seemed to help him finally agree to
do 7t?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 1-5, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

9. Read 2 Chronicles 16:9a and share in what ways
you might hope that God would strengthen yon in
the days ahead?

10. Close in prayer for each other, remenmbering that if
God has called you to do something, He will be
with you to help you do it.

1.ESSON 6

When Moses first approached Pharaoh
about letting the Israelites go free, Pharaoh
did just the opposite and increased the work-
load on the Israelites. Moses could have been
discouraged and even wondered if this was
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God’s plan at all, until he stopped to ask God
again about the situation.

1. What does a home-improvement project usually
look like when the remodeling begins?

2. How can knowing beforeband that things might get
messy help you to keep your faith when you step
out to do what God bas called you to do?

3. When Moses saw the workload increase for bhis
people, instead of setting them free, what did he do
to matke sure be was still on track?

4. Why is it important to win the battle of faith first,
before even attempting the battle in the flesh?

LLESSON 7

When Moses returned to God to make
sure he was still on the right track, God as-
sured him that he was. God continued to
promise Moses that it would be “because of
my mighty hand” that Pharaoh eventually let
the people go.

1. Have you ever had something in your life backfire,
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even when you were pretty sure it was God’s plan
prior to that point?

2. What did God say to Moses to reassure him that
Moses was still on track (see verses 2-8)¢

3. If God has spoken to youn about something you're to
do in life, is there something tangible that you conld
use as a vistble reminder of what He's called you to
do, to help you through those “hump days” in_your
life?

4. There’s a phrase in the military that standing or-
ders are good orders, meaning that if no new direc-
tions have been given, you are to continne doing the
last thing you were told to do. How might this ap-
Dply right now to anything you're going through in
your own walk with God?

1.ESSON 8

In the process of setting the Israelites free,
God sent plague after plague against the
Egyptians who were holding them in
bondage. Although He might have been able
to set them free instantly, He chose instead to
use this lengthier and more difficult process.
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1. Which of the plagues do yon think would be hard-
est on you personally, if you were an Egyptian liv-
ing in Egypt in those days (not counting the final
plague on the firsthorn)?

2. Why does the Bible say God used this particular
process to set the Israelites free?

3. How can this story, and the stories of Daniel and
David and Jonah, be an encouragement to those
going through difficult trials in their lives?

4. If God had the choice to set you free in an instant,
but you were the only one who wonld praise God in
the end, or He could set you free in another way
that might be more painful to you, but many wonld
praise God in the end, which would you want Him
to do?

1LESSON 9

Of all the plagues to strike the Egyptians,
none struck as hard, it seems, as the one that
took the life of every firstborn male in the
land. Even the Israelites had to make a sacri-
fice before getting their freedom.
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. Why do_you think Moses didn’t take Pharaoh up

on bis initial offers to let the people go out in the
wilderness and worship God for a few days, but
leave the women and children or animals bebind?

Why do you think God required the sacrifice of the
firsthorn on the part of the Egyptians, and the sac-
rifice of an animal on the part of the Israelites, too?

. How do you react to the idea of ‘plunging your will

into the depths of God’s will, there to be lost forev-

er’?

. How does the sacrifice in this story correspond to

the sacrifice of Christ on the cross?

LLESsSON 10

When the Israelites celebrated their first

“Passover,” it was a night marked by weeping
and wailing in the Egyptian streets, as God’s
Spirit passed over the houses that were
marked by the blood of a lamb. It was such a
memorable event that even today, 3,500 years
later, people still celebrate it.
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1. Have you ever been through something that has
been so difficult, that when you finally came
through it, you've remembered it ever since?

2. What thoughts do you think were going through the
Israelites minds during the night of that final

plagne in Egypt?

3. What thoughts do you think were going through the
Egyptians minds during that night?

4. If you're going through something difficult in yonr
life right now, what hope might you take from this
story?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 6-10

The process of coming out of bondage in
Egypt was a painful one, both for those who
were in bondage and for those who were
keeping them in bondage. But in the end,
there was something about the process that
focused everyone’s attention on the One who
was setting them free, making it a memorable
event still for people today.

1. Flip through the pages of Exodus chapters 6-12
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and have each person in the group mention one or
two things that either the Israelites or the Egyp-
tians had to go through that made their lives hard-
er once Moses showed up, rather than easier.

. How did Moses handle each of these seeming set-
backs to God's plan:  with superbuman faith, or
with something more like what each of us might
have felt, or some combination of the two?

. Why is it important to gear up for two battles when
doing God’s will: the battle of faith (believing God
will do what He says He will do), and the battle of
[lesh (doing the hard work itself).

. s there something you do, or something you have
done in the past, to help you through the “hump

days” of your life?

. What did you think of excerpts from the stories
about Moses, Dantel, David, and Jonah that indi-
cated why God sometimes sets people free in the
way that He does (so that more people will come to
know Him)?

. What do yon think of the idea of plunging your
will into the depths of God’s will, there to be lost
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Sorever?  Is it an appealing or frightening idea, or
some combination of the two, and why?

7. The freedom the Isracelites received was nothing
short of remarkable. The entire nation of slaves
was set free on a single day, with the full permis-
sion of everyone in Egypt.  How did God bring
such a remarkable event to pass?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 6-10, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

. Read 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 and share in what

ways communion for the Christian is related to the
Passover Feast for the Jews.

10. Close in prayer for each other, remenmbering that
God often sets people free in a way that all will
know that He is the Lord.

LLESSON 11

God asked Moses and the Israelites to
mark the date that they came out of Egypt in
a way that they could remember, and their de-
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scendants could remember, the event forever.
The Passover is still celebrated annually all of
these generations later, reminding them of the
freedom they attained on that remarkable day.

1. What are some memorable dates in your life, dates
that you would hope to remember for the rest of
your life?

2. What value is there to you, and those around yon,
of remembering and even celebrating such dates?

3. And in particular, how might commemorating a
date when you were set free from something be help-
ol to you, or to those around you?

4. In what ways might yon want to commenorate for
yourself, or share with others, an important date in
your life?

1LESSON 12

When God brought the Israelites out of
Egypt, He put them on an indirect path to the
Promised Land, rather than a direct path that
led straight to it. God said that this wasn’t a
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mistake, but that He did this on purpose, for
their benefit.

1. What reason did God give for taking the Israelites

the long way around to the Promised Land (verses
17-18a)?

2. Why do you think it’s sometimes true that “the
shortest route in the long run is the longest route in
the short run’’?

3. Is there anything going on in your life right now
where God might be taking you on the longer route
to get there so that the outcome in the end will be
far better than taking you on a more direct route?

4. What did the Apostle Panl do, as recorded in
Philippians 3:13b-14 and that you might do, too,
that helped him keep moving forward on the path
God had placed Him?

LLESSON 13

After fleeing from Egypt, Moses and the
Israelites came up against a wall of sorts: the
Red Sea was in front of them, and the Egyp-
tian army was pursuing them from behind, as
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Pharaoh had once again changed his mind
about letting them go free. When God told
Moses to “stand firm,” Moses did, even
though there seemed to be no possible way of
escape.

1. Why is “standing firm” so hard to do sometimes?

2. What was the people’s reaction when they found
themselves trapped in this fretful situation?

3. What did God say in response to their fears?

4. How can this story encourage you when you're fac-
ing something in life where the odds seem insur-
mountably against you?

LLESSON 14

After standing firm for just the right length
of time, God told Moses to raise His staff and
stretch out his hand over the sea. Although it
may have seemed pointless to Moses, he did
it, the sea parted in front of him, and the Is-
raelites crossed over on dry ground with a
wall of water on each side of them.
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. Why do you think God asked Moses to raise his
staff and stretch out his hand over the sea, when
the text says that it was God who drove back the
sea with a strong wind?

. While God certainly encourages us to pray about
the situations in our lives, why is it that prayer
alone may not always accomplish what God wants
to accomplish?

. Can you think of some other stories in the Bible
where people put their faith in action and saw re-
markable results, even though it was clear that it
was God who was doing that which was remark-
able?

. Are there situations in your life where God might
be calling yon to “raise your staff and stretch ont
your hand over the sea,” even though doing so
might seem unlikely to accomplish much of any-
thing unless God intervenes?

LLESSON 15

When the Israelites came through the Red
Sea, having seen the waves part before them

and then close in behind them on the en-
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croaching Egyptian army, they sang a song to
the Lord. The song helped them express their
love for their God, and has been sung and re-
membered for generations so others can ex-
press their love to God as well.

1. Have you ever written a poem or a song in honor of
someone Special, and if so, what was their reaction?

2. How might God react to such a song or poem,
whether or not you wrote it yourself or sang one
that someone else had written?

3. How might remembering what God has done for
You in a song or poem help to solidify the event in
your mind, as well as to others in the future?

4. Why not take some time right now to write down a
few words or phrases of something you'd like to ex-
press to God about what He's done for you in your
life, then keep writing until they come together in a
poem or song?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — [LESSONS 11-
15

When God brought the Israelites out of
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Egypt, He did some specific things to help
them stay free, such as putting them on the
longer path to the Promised LLand, and asking
them to commemorate the event with an an-
nual feast. He also gave them some additional
signs of His power working among them by
having them stand firm when things seemed
to be caving in, and parting the sea in front of
them when Moses raised his staff.

1. If you've seen the movies “The Ten Command-
ments” or “I'he Prince of Egypt,” share with the
group your thoughts on how faithful those movies
were to the story you read in the Bible about the
parting of the Red Sea.

2. Look again at the story of the parting of the Red
Sea in the Bible, and share what aspects of the sto-
1y matke you think this was not just a little creek
or river they crossed, nor that the water simply re-
ceded on its own for a short period of time, like a
tide that goes in and out with the phases of the
72001.

3. What are some reasons that God wanted the Is-
raelites to commemorate their coming out of Egypt
year after year?
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. Why did God want to take the Israelites to the
Promised Land on an indirect path, and why
might God sometimes put us on an indirect path in

life as well?

. What feelings might you go through if God were to
set you free from something, only to find yourself
backed up against a seemingly impassible wall,
and then He told you to just “stand firm’?

. When God is clearly the one who has to do the
miracles in onr lives, why is it that He still wants
us to take some step of action toward bringing them
abont?

. If you've written a poem or song about something
God has done in your life, maybe you'd want to
share it with the group at this point, so they can re-
Joice and be encouraged along with you!

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 11-15, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

. Read Proverbs 3:5-6 and share where you feel you
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are, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being the highest), in
trusting the Lord with all your heart for the situa-
tions you're facing in life.

10. Close in prayer for each other, remembering that
when we trust in the Lord with all our heart, He
will make our paths straight.

LLESSON 16

Three days after their dramatic flight
through the Red Sea, the people were desper-
ate for God again: they grumbled against
Moses because they had not found water in
the desert for three days, but when they did, it
was undrinkable. So Moses cried out to the
Lord, and the ILord answered his prayer,
showing him how to make the bitter water
sweet.

1. What kinds of things cause people to go from prais-
ing God for His deliverance to grumbling against

Him again in such a short time?

2. How would you describe the difference between
“orumbling” and “crying out to God,” if there is
any difference?

230



Small Gronp Study Guide

3. How, specifically, did God answer Moses’ cry?

4. If you were to cry out to God today with a specific
prayer request, how confident are you that He
might give you a specific answer to your prayer?

LLESSON 17

Having discovered water and manna in the
desert, the Israelites began to tire of the daily
provision God had given them and they cried
out for more. God heard their cries, and in an
effort to remind them that He was still the
Lord their God, their provider, He told them
to expect meat to eat every night and every
morning.

1. God is our provider, yet sometimes we don’t connect
our prayers with His provisions. Have yon ever
taken time to write down your prayer requests,
then gone back later to see how God answered
them?

2. If 5o, share your experience. (If not, you might con-
sider trying it!) Have you ever had God answer
your prayers in a way that you know that He's the
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Lord, that He’s the only one who could have or-
chestrated the answer you received?

3. Even thongh God answered the Isracelites’ prayers
in this story, what is it about their request and
God’s answer that seems to fall short of the beauti-
ful relationship God wished to have with them?

4. What might we do in our prayer time that wonld
both honor God for who He is, yet also express our
practical needs to Him?

LLESSON 18

When the Israelites ran out of water again,
they took out their anger on Moses. But in-
stead of taking it personally, Moses took it to
the Lord, and the Lord reminded them all that
He was indeed still with them.

1. Have you noticed that people can be fickle at times,
swaying from fully supporting something to fully

opposing it on what seens like a moment’s notice?
2. When people oppose you, how well do you do, on a

scale of 1-10 (with 10 being you do great) at tak-
ing it to the Lord instead of taking it personally?
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. What effect might it have on your heart and atti-

tude if you knew that the Lord was with you in
sitnations like this? (Not that He is necessaril
“Siding” with you, but that He is indeed with yon,
nonetheless).

. How did God answer Moses when Moses came to

Him, and how might God answer you when you
come to him?

LLESSON 19

When the Israelites went into battle, Moses

told Joshua to choose some men and go fight
the battle, while Moses went with Aaron and
Hur to the top of a hill. Fach man had to
take his position and maintain his position in
order to see the victory.

1.

Why might Moses have sent Joshua into the battle,
while Moses himself went up to the top of the hill
with the staff of God in his hands?

What benefit did it seem to give Joshua and his
men_for Moses to hold bis staff high in the air dur-
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ing the fight? (And why might they have faltered
when Moses lowered the staff?)

3. Are there some ways in which this statement ap-
plies to you, too? “It’s not a matter of whether or
not you want to be a role model. You are a role
model.  The question is whether you're going to be
a good role model or a bad one.”

4. If you're currently facing any battles in your life,
what position has God called you to take, and how
can you better take your position and maintain
your position?

LLESSON 20

In many ways, Moses has been almost to-
tally alone in his efforts to set the Israelites
free. But in chapter 17, God begins setting
the stage for others to join him in his efforts,
when God tells Moses to take the elders with
him as he takes his next step of faith.

1. What are some of the pros and cons of taking yonr

steps of faith in public, versus taking them in pri-
vate?
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2. How is the challenge Moses faces in this chapter the

same as some of the challenges he’s faced earlier?

3. What level of confidence do you think Moses felt in
going and doing what God had called hime to do, at
least compared to when the Israelites previously
needed help with their water supply?

4. If God were to call you to take a few others with
you on_your next step of faith, who might you take,
and how might they benefit from being with you?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 16-
20

Even after helping to set the Israelites free,
Moses faced several battles in the desert: bat-
tles of faith, battles within the camp, and bat-
tles outside the camp. But whenever Moses
cried out to God, God answered his prayers
with miraculous provision and practical steps
that Moses could take to meet the needs
around him.

1. As much as the Israelites wanted to be free from
their bondage, there were times when they seemed to
wonder if it would have been better to have stayed
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i Egypt. Why is that?  And have you ever felt
that way?

. Having read about the Israelites’ fickleness abont
going back and forth in their view of their sitna-
tion, what would you say is one of the keys to re-
maining firmly on course?

. While we are always dependent on God for every
breath we take, what happens that makes us feel
like we can sometimes live without Him? And
what usnally happens to make us realize onr utter
dependence upon Him once again?

. Is it possible to express our practical needs to God
in a way that still honors Him and expresses onr
trust in Him, rather than onr frustration in Him?

If s0, how?

. How was Moses able to not take it personally
when the people grumbled against him, and how
can we not take it personally when people grumble
against us?

. In what areas of your life do you feel like your life
is on display?  And how does what you display af-
fect those around you?
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7. Are most of your steps of faith ones that you've
taken privately, or have you ever had to take steps
of faith in public, in one way or another? If so,
what has been the effect of taking a public step of
faith?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 16-20, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

9. Read Matthew 28:20b and share what difference it
would make in your life if you believed Jesus’ state-
ment and took it to heart, 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

10. Close in prayer for each other, remembering that
Jesus is with you always, to the very end of the age.

1LESSON 21

After some time in the desert, Moses began
to feel the strain of being the sole judge over
the people’s disputes. On the verge of wear-
ing himself out, as well as the people, Moses’
father-in-law urged him to get help in the
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form of putting a system in place of additional
leaders who could help judge the people’s dis-
putes.

1. How well can you relate with these words of Moth-
er Teresa, who said, “1 know God will not give me
anything 1 can’t handle. 1 just wish He didn’t trust
me so much.”

2. What do you think about the question, “Why
would God give you more to do than one person
conld do?”

3. If you're feeling overwhelmed by all yon have to do,
what do you think of these two options: 1) either
God hasn’t give you all of those things to do and
you might need to back out of some of them, or 2)
God has given you all those things to do and yon
might need to find a new way to do them?

4. What kinds of solutions might God be showing yon

right now about how to accomplish all that He's
given you to do?

1LESSON 22

When the Israelites reached the mountain
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to which God told them to go, God also told
Moses that He would allow the people to hear
Him speaking to Moses, so that they would al-
ways put their trust in him. God wanted to
establish Moses in the eyes of the people, so
that they would listen to and follow his lead
for the rest of their time together.

1. Have you ever stepped out in faith for yourself, only
to realize later that your step of faith encouraged
others to step out in faith as well?

2. Consider some of the people who are in your
Sphere of influence,” the people you encounter in a
typical week (such as family, friends and co-work-
ers, as well as others you come in contact with:
bank tellers, postal workers, doctors, nurses, people
on the Internet, etc.) How might they be affected
by your thoughts, words and actions this week?

3. What are some ways that God may have already
“established” you in their eyes, as an ambassador

Jor Him?

4. How might God use your faith in God this week to
help others grow in their faith in Him?
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1LESSON 23

God gave Moses and the people a set of

rules to follow, the Ten Commandments.
Those rules weren’t meant to put limits on the
people to keep them in a new type of
bondage, but to allow them to live as freely as
possible and still stay in harmony with one an-
other.

. What's your feeling about the Ten Commandments
in general? Do you see them more as unnecessary
restrictions on_your life and putting you back under
a new kind of bondage, or as words of wisdom to
help you live more freely?

. We often think of the Ten Commandments in
terms of how they apply to us personally. But how
do youn think the Ten Commandments helped
Moses as he began to include other leaders in help-
ing him judge the people’s disputes?

. In your own leadership of those around you,
whether at home or work or other activities, how
can rules help everything and everyone work togeth-
er more smoothly?
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4. Are there any rules you might need to, or want to,
put into place in the days abead to help things run
smoother in_your life?

1LESSON 24

The Ten Commandments are followed by
over 600 more rules for living that God gave
to Moses and the people in the desert. The
rules would allow Moses and the people to
know and understand how they could best
live together in the coming years, and also to
help the new set of leaders decide any dis-
putes that arose among the people.

1. Do you think the Ten Commandments and the
600 rules that followed were altogether “new” rules
that God wanted to give the people, or more likely
a “codification” of the rules that God had already
been using to help the people live together in harmo-
my, or some combination of the two?

2. If God has given yon wisdom in certain areas of
your life, how might sharing that wisdom with oth-
ers help them in their lives?

3. Consider some of the questions asked in today’s
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message and write down your answers: What top-
zes in life has God spoken to you about the most
(or most often, or most clearly)? What questions
have you struggled with, wrestled through, and
Sfound God’s answers?

4. What are some ways you might be able to share
what you've learned from God with others?

LLESSON 25

God promised the Israelites that He would
bring them into a “promised land,” but He
also knew that they weren’t yet able to occupy
the entire land, that it would become desolate,
and the wild animals would overrun it. So
God told them He would give it to them little
by little, until they had increased enough to
take possession of it all.

1. What are some things you're praying about right
now where it seems God is delaying the answer?

2. How might this passage help you in seeing God'’s

perspective on those situations?
3. While yon may feel like you're ready for God'’s full
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answer to your prayers, in what ways might He
still want to “increase you” so that when the an-
swer comes, you'll be ready for it?

4. Read Ephesians 3:20, and consider what it might
look like if God really answered your prayers in a
way that was immeasurably more than all you
could ask or imagine. How willing wonld you be
to wait for an answer like that?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — [LESSONS 21-
25

After setting the Israelites free from Egypt,
God began to expand Moses’ ability to lead
them through the desert by raising up more
leaders to help him. God gave Moses and the
people the Ten Commandments and over 600
other rules to help them live in freedom with
each other, and by which the leaders could
judge the people’s disputes.

1. Look through the list of rules God gave the people
in Exodus 20-23.  Share with each other one or
two of the rules that stand out as particularly inter-
esting or unusual to you.
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2. Why do you think the laws of many nations
around the world are still based on the rules God
gave to the Israelites in the desert so many years
ago? And what s it about the Top 10 that make
them stand out from all the rest?

3. With all the wisdom Moses already had, why was
it that Jethro was able to see a way for Moses to
lead the people even better, a way that Moses either
never considered before, or at least never implement-

ed?

4. How might it affect yon—in terms of what you say
and do in your life—to know that others are
watching your walk with God and could be directly
influenced by it in one way or another?

5. What do you think of the idea of rules being like
the tracks that enable a train to go as fast as it
does, or a kite string that enables a kite to fly as
high as it does?

6. What is one topic that you feel God has taught you
the most about in life—or abont which you have
wrestled with the most and found some of God's
answers?
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7. What reason did God give the Isracelites for why
He wasn’t going to give them the promised land all
at once (see Excodus 23:29-30)¢ _And how might

that apply to any situations you're facing in your
life today?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 20-25, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

9. Read Exodus 20:1-3 and share why you think
God put this first commandment abead of all the
rest.

10. Close in prayer for each other, remembering the
One True God you serve, and how very much He
loves yon.

1LESSON 26

From the very beginning, God told Moses
why He wanted to free the Israelites: so they
could worship Him freely. And in chapter 24,
Moses and several of his leaders finally got to
go up to the mountain God had called them
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to, and they ate and drank in the presence of

God.

. Why does God seem to love it so much when we

worship Him? What does it do for Him? And
what does it do for us?

. Even though there are more times of worship com-
ing up for the Israelites, where everyone will be in-
volved, what might have made this time of worship
so special to God, to Moses, and to the elders that
came with Him?

. How do you like to worship most? With words?
With music? In your heart? In other ways?

. Why not take some time right now to worship the
Lord, whether it’s in your favorite way, or just in
your heart, right where you are (which might be
your favorite way!)

1LESSON 27

God told Moses to have the people make a
sanctuary for Him, a place where He would
dwell among them. Just as God had spoken
to Noah about the specific details of how to
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build the ark for the animals, God now gave
Moses very specific instructions for how to

build this place of worship.

1. What wonld you say to someone who says that God
only speaks in generalities, such as “Love one an-
other”?

2. Why might God want to speak so specifically to
His people at times?

3. Do you believe that God could still speak so specifi-
cally to you about the situations you're facing in
your life? Why or why not?

4. Is there something you'd like to ask God for wis-
dom about?  Take a few minutes to ask Him
now, and listen for His answer.

1LESSON 28

God told Moses to make sacred garments
for his brother Aaron to give him dignity and
honor as he served as the high priest. God
wanted to consecrate him in a special way for
this special work of service.
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1. Why do you think God may have wanted to set
Aaron apart with special garments for his duties
as a priest?

2. As you read through Exodus 28:1-40, what other
reasons did God have for creating Aaron’s ephod
and breastpiece the way He did, and who else
would He be honoring throngh the specific symbols
and engravings that He used?

3. Can you think of some people in your life who
might benefit from being honored for the work
they’re doing?

4. If so, are there some specific ways you might be able
to give them such dignity and honor?

1LESSON 29

God called Moses to anoint, ordain and
consecrate Aaron and his sons for the work of
service God had called them to do. Moses
was to anoint them with a special mixture of
oil and spices, blended specifically for this
purpose of consecrating them for this work.

1. Can you think of other people in the Bible whom
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God anointed for the work they were to do? (see 1
Sanmel 10:1, 1 Samuel 16, 1 Kings 1:39, for ex-
anmples)

. What purpose does anointing people with oil seem
to serve?

. What purpose might be served by anointing people
with oil today?

An Luke 4:18, Jesus quoted the words of Lsaiah the
prophet and said that God had anointed Him for
a specific purpose.  What was that purpose, and
how might God want you to serve others with that
same purpose?

LLESSON 30

Moses was able to accomplish all the work

that God had for him to do because he was

able to put a system in place, a system that in-
volved other people in the work. Thankfully,

he didn’t have to do it all alone, and God

showed him specific steps he could take to
make it happen all along the way.

1. Consider what might have happened to Moses had
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he not gotten others involved in the work? What
would bis life have been like, and what would the
people’s lives have been like that he served?

2. By involving others in the work, how was he able to
expand the work that God had called him to do?

3. What are some barriers that might keep you from
involving others in the work that God has called
you to do? And what are some of the benefits of
involving them in the work?

4. When you weigh the barriers against the benefits,
are there some things you might do differently in
your own life after having seen the example of
Moses in this study?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 26-
30

God called Moses and the Israelites out of
Egypt so they could worship Him freely.
Once in the desert, God gave the Israelites
specific instructions for creating a place of
worship that was beautiful and enthralling,
setting apart various people for various pur-
poses.
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1. Read through some of the verses about why God
wanted to set the people free from their bondage:
Exodus 3:12, 4:23, 7:16, 8:1, 8:20, 9:1, 9:13,
10:3, 24:1.  Why does bondage sometimes keep
people from being able to worship?

2. Some people seemt to be able to worship even while
they’re being held captive by others. Are such peo-
Ple really in bondage or not?

3. What do you think of the statement: “T'he degree of
[freedom we have in onr lives is directly proportional
to the degree to which we'’re able to worship God
from our hearts.”

4. Some people think God only speaks in generalities,
like “Love one another.” While that’s certainly
true, can you give some exanmiples from the Bible

where God spoke to people very specifically?

5. Just as Moses was called to mafke sacred garments
for the priests who served God alongside of him, are
there some specific ways you can give “dignity and
honor” to those whom God may have called to
serve alongside you?
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6. Can you think of some examples of when God
anointed people for His work? In what ways can
we anoint, consecrate, or dedicate people to God’s
work today?

7. In what ways might involving others in the work
God has called you to do help to expand that work
exponentially?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 26-30, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

9. Read Matthew 11:28 and share how worshiping
God can help you ease your burdens and give you
rest. Share how it might also do the same for God!

10. Close in prayer for each other, remenmbering that
God has called you ont of bondage so you can wor-
ship Hinm.

LLESSON 31

God called the Israelites to make an offer-
ing to Him twice a day: once in the morning
and once in the evening. As they did this, He
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told them that He would meet with them and
speak with them there.

1.

While there are benefits of talking to God through-
out the day, what’s the benefit of setting aside time
every morning and every evening to talk with Him?

. Do you have a routine in place that helps you to

spend time with God at least once or twice a day?
If not, is it something you'd like to start?

. What are some ways that using a devotional can

enhance your quiet time with God, in addition to
Jjust reading the Bible itself?

. Consider making a plan for spending quiet time

with God twice a day. Write down what you might
study during that time. If you don’t have anything
i mind, consider looking for some devotionals or
other tools that could help you make the most of
your time with God.

1.LESSON 32

God asked Aaron to build an altar where

he could burn incense every morning and at
twilight. Having a special place and a special
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activity to do at the altar created a fragrant of-
fering to the Lord.

1. Do you have a special “place” where you have quiet
time before the Lord?

2. If you do have a special place, where is it? And if
you don’t, what are some places that might lend
themselves to quiet moments with Him?

3. How can spending quiet time with God be like a
fragrant offering to Him?

4. If there’s something else you'd like to do in your
quiet time with God that would make it special,
write it down.

1LESSON 33

God asked Moses to make a bronze basin
where people could wash their hands and feet
before entering the Tent of Meeting. Being
washed clean first would keep them from dy-

mng.

1. While there’s value in coming to God “just as you
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are,” what value might there be in getting washed
clean before coming into His presence?

2. What does unconfessed sin do to our intimacy with
others?

3. How can unconfessed sin affect our relationship
with God?

4. If you're aware of any unconfessed sin in_your life,
read 1 John 1:19 again and be enconraged to bring
those sins to God and recezve His forgiveness and
cleansing.

LLESSON 34

After calling the people to make all kinds
of beautiful things for their place of worship,
God pointed out those whom He had given
special skills to carry out that work. He says
He also filled them with His Spirit to take on
these special tasks.

1. God seems to have equipped the Israelites with spe-
cial skills even while they were in bondage. How
did He want them to use those skills now that they
were free?
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2. Even with the special skills God had given them,
why did He also need to fill them with His Spirit?

3. What are some special skills God has given you,
even skills that you may have acquired in a totally
secular way, that you could now use for Him?

4. Ask God to fill you with His Spirit, to enable yon
to do those things He has called you to do.

LLESSON 35

Even with all the work God called the Is-
raelites to do, He also wanted to make sure
they had a break one day out of every seven.
This followed the example He Himself set for
us by taking a Sabbath day of rest after creat-
ing the world in six days.

1. Are you ever reluctant to “rest” on the Sabbath
day?

2. Why do you think God was so serious about people

taking a Sabbath day of rest, saying that anyone
who didn’t rest was to be put to death?

256



Small Gronp Study Guide

3. The Sabbath is a day to recharge our batteries, just
like sleep recharges us at night, except that on the
Sabbath, we get to stay awake and enjoy the time
of rest! What are some things you could do on the
Sabbath, if you could do anything at all, that
would bring “rest to your soul”?

4. Can you do any of those things on this coming Sab-
bath? If so, why not give it a try?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 31-
35

God wanted to meet with the people at the
Tent of Meeting. He gave them several de-
tails for making the most of their meeting
time with Him, from the timing and location,
to the preparations they could make before
and during their time together.

1. Why do you think God the Creator longs to meet
with those whom He has created?

2. If you were in His place, why would you want to
spend time with those you had created?
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. Why do_you think God wanted the people to meet

with and talk with Him every morning and at twi-
light?

. If you have a regular place or time that you meet

with God, where and when do you do it? If not,
where might you do it?

How can confessing your sins to God help you in
your relationship with Him?

6. What kinds of skills has God given you that God

8.

might be able to use for Him?  And how wonld
His filling you with His Spirit help you in using
those gifts?

. What wonld you do if you conld do something on

the next Sabbath day that would truly bring “rest
to your soul”?

Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 31-35 and share with the gronp
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

. Read Matthew 11:28-30 and think through how

having daily, and even twice daily, quiet times with
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God can help bring rest to your soul. Share also
how keeping the Sabbath free from work can also
bring you God’s rest.

10. Close in prayer for each other, asking God to help
you take time out of your days and weeks to get
recharged with Him.

LLESSON 36

People are wired to worship, and they’re
going to worship something, whether it’s God
or something else. God wants us to focus our
worship on Him.

1. While God was telling Moses all the incredible
things He wanted the people to do with their skills
and resources, they were creating a golden calf and
worshiped it instead, as Moses had not yet come
down from the mountain. How does this reinforce
the fact that people are “wired” to worship?

2. Even though we’re wired to worship, does it matke
much difference what we worship?

3. Can the same thing be said for love...if we’re wired
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Sor love, does it make much difference with whom
we choose to share that love?

4. Are you worshiping anything other than what God
wants you to worship? 1f so, why not refocus your
worship back on Him today?

LLESSON 37

When the people turned away from God,
God was ready to let them perish in their sin-
fulness. But Moses reminded God of what
would happen if He did, that the other na-
tions would look at God as if He were evil,
and the promises God had made for their fu-
ture would be thwarted.

1. Some people think that God appears to be mean in
the Old Testament.  But given all that He had
done for the Israelites up to this point, do you
think He was acting with evil intent?

2. Even though Moses might have been tempted to
agree with God, that the people should be wiped
out, why did He plead with God to spare them?

3. Do you ever encounter people who, because of their
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sins, might seem to deserve whatever punishment
God might dole out to them?

4. What might happen if you were to plead with God
Sfor mercy on their bebalf?

LLESSON 38

Moses pleaded with God for the lives of
the Israelites, offering to have God’s wrath
come upon him instead of upon them, even
though they were the ones who had sinned.
God responded by dealing with their sin, but
also by showing great mercy to them.

1. What did Moses say that God could do to Him if
He wasn’t willing to forgive the people’s sins (verse
32)2 Why would Moses put himself on the line
like that?

2. How does what Moses did compare to what Jesus?

3. While we may have to deal with people who sin,
how can we do it in a way that reflects the hearts of
Moses and Jesus when people sinned around them?

4. How might someone act differently if they had a
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heart of hate for those who sin, instead of a heart of
love?

LLESSON 39

Moses was distressed that even though
God wasn’t going to destroy the people for
their sin of creating and worshiping the gold-
en calf, He wasn’t going to go with them on
the rest of their journey either. Moses made it
a point thereafter to regularly meet with God
in the “tent of meeting,” to continue pleading
with God on their behalf.

1. How did Moses speak with God when they met at
the tent of meeting?

2. Joshua was a young aid to Moses at this time, and
later was selected to lead the people into the
promised land.  How is Joshua’s heart for the
Lord revealed in this passage (verse 11)?

3. What might you do to enbance your time with
God, to be sure that you've truly met with Him
during the day?

4. While Moses spoke with God face to face, how do
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we speak with God and hear from Him today (see
John 16:13)2

LLESSON 40

Just like Moses and Joshua stepped into the

tent of meeting to meet with God, we, too
can step into His presence at any moment,
anywhere we are.

1.

While some people wish they had a tent of meeting
where they could visit with God, God has now giv-
en us His Holy Spirit, who dwells within us. In
what ways is this even better than the tent of meet-
ing that Moses and Joshua had?

. How free do you think you have to be before you

can step into the presence of the Lord?

. What sometimes feeps you from stepping into

God’s presence more often than you might like to
do?

. As today’s devotional suggests at the end, why not

take a little time to just step into His presence to-
day?
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SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 36-
40

People are wired to worship, but some-
times they focus their attention on worship-
ping things other than God. When they do,
God wants them to refocus on Him. Moses,
like Jesus, pleaded with God to forgive others
of their sins, even though they may have de-
served any punishment that He would have
given them. God wants us to have the same
heart for others, pleading their cause even if
they deserve otherwise.

1. When Moses saw the people sinning, after all the
miracles they had seen, what could he have done in-
stead of pleading for their forgiveness? And what
might have been the result if God did what Moses

might have asked?

2. How did Moses’ heart for God carry over into his
heart for the people (see Exodus 32:8-14).

3. What evidence in life makes yon think that we re-

ally are “wired” to worship, even if we don’t always
worship the right thing.
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4. What can we learn from Moses’ conversation with
God on bebalf of the people in terms of how we can
stand in the gap for others as well?

5. How can we deal with sin, yet with a heart like Je-
sus?

6. While Moses got to meet with God and hear from
Hin in the tent of meeting, how has God enabled
each of us to meet with Him and hear from Him
today (see John 16:13)?

7. These lessons are a reminder that you can step into
and out of God's presence at any moment. How
can this reminder help you face the week abead?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 36-40, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

9. Read Exodus 33:11 and consider what it must
have been like to be a young aid in the presence of
Moses, watching bim converse with God as he did.
Share how that experience may have prepared and
equipped Joshua to eventually lead the people into
the Promised Land.
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10. Close in prayer for each other, asking God to re-
mind you to step into His presence at any moment
in the week abead.

LLESSON 41

For as many conversations as Moses had
with God throughout their time before, dur-
ing and after the Exodus from Egypt, Moses
still asks to see more of God, saying “Now
show me your glory.”  Moses continually
longed for a more and more intimate relation-
ship with God, asking God to reveal more
and more of Himself to Moses.

1. For all that Moses and God had been through to-
gether, why miight Moses have wanted to go deeper
still in his relationship with God?

2. What does this say about onr relationship with
God, whether we're new to that relationship or
whether we’ve been in a relationship with Him for
years?

3. How mught you apply the biblical idea of “know-
ing” someone to your relationship with God?
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4. What might happen if you were to ask God to
show you His glory like Moses did? Why not ask
and find out?

1.LESSON 42

Moses asked God to show him God’s glo-
ry. God responded by letting His name pass
before Moses, a name that described in detail
the essence of who He is.

1. What's been your view of God in the Old Testa-

ment?

2. Does God’s description of Himself here in Exodus
34:1-7 match the view you've had or not?

3. In what ways did Jesus exhibit similar traits in the
New Testament?

4. In what ways has God shown His grace to you

(read Romans 5:8 again for ideas), and in what
ways can_you show that grace to others?
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1LESSON 43

When God passed in front of Moses,
Moses’ response was immediate: he bowed
down and worshiped, “at once.” God often
passes by us during the days, too, because
He’s not just in the big things or just the little
things—He’s in all things.

1. Have you ever had an experience where you felt like
God passed by you, even if it were for a fleeting mo-
ment?

2. If 50, what was your reaction at the time?

3. Why was “worship” an appropriate response for
Moses when God passed by? And why is it appro-
priate for us as well?

4. When yon ask God to show you His glory, be pre-
pared to respond the way Moses did—iwith wor-
shap!

LESSON 44

God had many things He wanted to do for
the Israelites, and He had many things He
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called Moses to do to help Him. What result-
ed from their conversations in their quiet
times together has impacted people for thou-
sands of years.

1. If God can do all things, why does He need our
help?

2. If He has so much He wants us to do, why do we
need His help?

3. What's the relationship between praying and doing
the work God wants us to do?

4. Can you think of anything from your own quiet
times with God that has changed the conrse of your
life, or the lives of others?

1LESSON 45

After Moses had spent an extended time in
God’s presence, he came out with his face
shining so bright that he had to wear a veil in
front of the people. Just like the moon re-
flects the brightness of the sun, bringing light
in the darkness, so we too can reflect the glory
of God, bringing light to those around us.
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1. How did being in God’s presence change King
David?

2. How did being in God’s presence change Moses?
3. How can being in God’s presence change you?

4. How can your being in God’s presence change those
around you, even without that being your initial
goal?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LESSONS 41-
45

Moses asked God to show him God’s glory
and God did it, by making His name pass in
front of Moses. As a result, Moses got to
know God more intimately than before, even-
tually even reflecting God’s glory to all those
around him.

1. Why do you think one of God’s greatest gifts is to
give us eternal life with Him? How long do you
think it would take to get to know Him as inti-
mately and as fully as possible?
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2. Why do you think Moses would want to see more
of God’s glory, even after all the miracles and
amazing things Moses had seen already?

3. Why do we long for intimacy in our human rela-
tionships?  And how does this translate to our re-
lationship with God?

4. What are some things that would be on God’s
nametag, according to Exodus 34:5-72

5. What was Moses’ immediate response when God
did allow His glory to pass before Him?

6. What's the relationship between prayer and the
things God wants to do throngh ns?

7. How did spending time in God’s presence change
Moses? And how can it change us (and even those
around us)?

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 41-45, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

9. Read Psalm 4 and consider why David often goes
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into God’s presence in distress and comes ont of
God’s presence with peace. Share any similar ex-

periences you may have had in your life.

10. Close in prayer for each other, asking God to

change you as you come into His presence.

LLESSON 46

When it came time to carry out the work
that God had laid before Moses and the peo-
ple, Moses made the call to all who were will-
ing and skilled. The response was so over-
whelming that Moses had to restrain the peo-
ple from bringing more.

1. Why is it so bard for us to sometimes ask for help?

2. Rather than demanding people to participate,
Moses called on  everyone who was “willing.”
What difference do you think it made to the people
Jfor Moses to matke bis call the way he did?

3. What did Moses have to trust when he put out the
call like be did?

4. If there’s something God has put on your heart to
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do for Him, and you don’t think you can possibly
do it yourself, who might you call to help you ont?

LLESSON 47

After Moses made the call to all who were
willing and skilled, the people set about doing
the work that God had called them to do.
They followed God’s plan in every detail, and
produced a masterpiece in the end: a beautiful
place to worship God.

1. Have you ever been so consumed by the planning
for a project that when it came time to put the plan
into practice, you felt like you were out of steam?

2. What from Moses’ story might encourage you to do
the work that God has called you to do, even in re-
gard to every detail?

3. Is there anything you or others could do to help you
through this time, to give you strength for the work
ahead?

4. Let me encourage you to do as the Israelites did:
Don’t give up.  Don’t give in. Don’t stop pushing
now. Do the work! And get it done!
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LLESSON 48

Moses and the people found the strength
to finally “finish the work,” just as God had
commanded them to do. And as they did, His
reward for them was just around the corner.

1. Are there some projects in_your life that might be at
211 degrees, just one degree short of that which
would bring the fruit from all your labor?

2. What enconragement can you take from the exan:-
Dples in today’s devotional that could help you add
that one final degree of heat to “finish the work.”

3. What does the Apostle Paul say will be the result

of our work, if we don’t get weary along the way
(see Galatians 6:9)?

4. Determine in your beart today to finish the work
God has given you to do.

1LESSON 49

When Moses and the people had finished
the work God called them to do, God showed
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up in a powerful way. His glory so filled their
place of worship that they couldn’t even get
nto it!

1. What did the glory of the Lord look like as it came
down upon the work the people had finished?

2. How was this yet another specific answer to Moses’
prayer back in Exodus 33:182

3. Who could see the glory of the Lord as it came
down upon their work? And what effect did that
have on the people?

4. As you finish the work God has given you to do,
ask God to once again show you His glory!

1.LESSON 50

God had a reason for setting the Israelites
free: to worship Him. After setting them
tree, God gave them specific ways to stay free
and to set others free, too—ways which often
involved worshiping Him!

1. If worshiping God from your heart is the measure
of truly being free, how free do you feel?
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What was God’s plan for the Isracelites from even
before they were taken away into bondage (see Gen-
esis 15:14)2 And what happened?

. What has been God’s plan for your life even from

before the time when you were taken into bondage
(see John 3:16)? And what’s going to happen?

. Reread Mark 16:15. What can you do this week

to join God in His plan?

SUMMARY QUESTIONS — LLESSONS 46-
50

After all the planning and praying about

the work God had called the Israelites to do,
the time finally came to do it. They did the
work, and God’s glory covered their work in a
way that everyone could see it.

1.

2.

What's the most exciting part of a project for you?
Getting the idea, starting the work, finishing the
work, or seeing the results of the work?

What can keep you motivated throughout the whole
process?
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3. When the time came for Moses to execute the plan
God had given him to do, who did Moses call (see
Exodus 35:4-10)?

4. Do you ever get tempted to give up on a project just
when it's time to finally do the work? What en-
couragement can you take from the Israelites’ story
in Exodus 36:8-132

5. What's the “212 Principle,” and how can might it
apply to any situations you're facing right now in
your life?

6. What happened when the people finally finished the
work? What came down and covered it?  And

how did this answer Moses’ prayer in Exodus
33:182

7. What was the goal of “the exodus” from the very
beginning, as found in Exodus 3:12¢2

8. Look through the rest of the questions and your an-
swers for Lessons 46-50, and share with the group
one or two that might be particularly significant to
what you're going through in life right now.

277



Eric Elder

9. Read Genesis 15:14 and consider God's long term
plan for the Israelites from the very beginning.

Then take encouragement from God’s long term
Pplan for you, as found in Jobn 3:16!

10. Read Jobhn 4:23-24 and close in prayer for each

other, asking God to help you to worship Him ful-
by, in spirit and in truth.
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