
 

HEBREWS  

  “ The greatness of God’s Son is greater far 
 Than angels, far beyond the highest star!”     



HEBREWS 
 

 BACKGROUND 
 

 Now, with this book of Hebrews, 
 we begin the last series of Bible books. 
 They deal with the CHRISTIAN LIFE, 

 and can be summed up like this: 
 

   FAITH: HEBREWS 
     JAMES 
     1 & 2 PETER 
   LOVE: 1,2 & 3 JOHN 
   HOPE: JUDE 
     REVELATION 
 

Notice how these books compare 
 with books on the TEACHINGS OF CHRIST: 

 

  HIS CROSS: ROMANS 
     1 & 2 CORINTHIANS 
     GALATIANS 
  HIS CHURCH: EPHESIANS 
     PHILIPPIANS 
     COLOSSIANS 
  HIS COMING: 1 & 2 THESSALONIANS 

 

These two groups connect together, 
each one through its own TIME LINE:  
We need FAITH in His CROSS in the PAST, 
LOVE in His CHURCH in the PRESENT, 
& HOPE for His COMING in the FUTURE. 

So God, in His grace and His wisdom, 
has  a  PATTERN  for  His  word, 

and a PLAN for all He does! 
 

 Hebrews may have been dictated by Paul, 
  and written by Luke around 80 A.D. 
     It shows the relationship between 
       the OLD and NEW TESTAMENTS. 
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HEBREWS has t h ree sec t ions :  
 

  1  CHRIST           The   Better   Savior 
  2  CALVARY        The Better Sacrifice 
  3  COMMITMENT  The  Better  System 

 
 In introducing Hebrews, J.S.BAXTER writes: 
“ I©ll never forget my first view of Mont Blanc, 
  towering high above the Chamonix Valley, 
  the  king  among  the  other  Alpine  giants, 
  crowned with a sun-transfigured majesty! 
   One senses the  same  reverential   awe  as 
   this book,  ‘HEBREWS’ sweeps into view. 
  It is one of  the  grandest  Bible  books, 
   and leader to a new range of heights: 
    the last books of our NEW TESTAMENT! 

 
     “ For  many  of  the ear l y Hebrew  peop le 

a change f rom the OLD TESTAMENT 
 to  the NEW TESTAMENT wasn’ t  eas y. 
 HEBREWS explains  the need for  th is , 
 and l eads them carefu l ly th rough i t . 
It   would   take  someth ing  far   bet ter  

 than what  he had to  conver t  the Jew. 
This  book  says  the  NEW TESTAMENT 
 i s  far  bet ter ,  and goes  on  to  p rove i t !  
 Here we f ind  great , prec ious t ru ths, 
 l i ke our  Lord ’s  Heavenl y Pr ies thood !  
  By  His  sacr i f ice  here we are fo rg iven .  And  now  by  His  pr ies thood  in  Heaven, 

   we come in to  di rec t  con tac t  with  GOD!”  
 

  J.S. Baxter   “EXPLORE THE BOOK”   Vol. 6.   pp.  259 - 274 
 

The book of Hebrews shows us that Jesus Christ, 
 the eternal truth behind the shadows of prophecy, 

and the image of  God Himsel f , 
i s  OUR B ROTHER !  

He came to suf fer , and d ie for  us. 
He  is   the  PIONEER  of   our   Salvation, 

& the FOUNDER of God’s NEW TESTAMENT! 
 

J. Orr  “ INTERNATIONAL STANDARD  BIBLE ENCYCLOPAEDIA”  p. 1362 
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           1  CHRIST — THE BETTER SAVIOR 
 

� � � �n  days  of  long  ago,  God  spoke 
to our fathers through the prophets. 

  Now, in these last days, he’s speaking 
  to us through his own precious Son! 
  God’s Son created it all in the beginning, 
  and  he’s  gonna  inherit  it  all  in  the  end. 
  He  shines  with  the  light  of  God©s  glory, 
  and bears the stamp of God’s nature! 
  He holds Creation in control by his word. 
        God’s son died to take away our sin. 

      Then he sat down next to God in heaven! 
 

         * BETTER THAN ANGELS * 
 

1.4 The greatness of God’s Son is greater far 
      Than angels,  far beyond  the highest star! 
    The name he bears is better than their name. 
       No angel ever heard our God proclaim: 
  “ You are my Son!”   Or cry from heaven©s rim: 
     “ Let all God’s Holy Angels worship Him!”  

[Psalm 2.7;    2 Samuel 7.14] 
1.7   God makes his angels l ike a hurr icane; 
      His servants brighter than a fiery flame; 
   But to his Son he says: “ Your throne, O God, 
      Will last through all the ages,  & your rod 
   Will rule with justice,  for you cling to right, 
     & conquer sin,  as daylight conquers night! 

  [Psalm  104.3,4  and  45.6] 
 

1.9 “ And so the God, whom angels love to serve, 
      Will give you all the joy that you deserve.”  
   God even calls him Lord, for he says: “ LORD, 
      The earth was molded by your mighty word! 
   The heavens were created by your hand! 
      One day they’ll disappear at your command, 

    HEBREWS 1 1530 



1.11        “ To perish, like old clothes,  & when they do, 
        You’ll fold them,  and recycle them to new! 
     But you yourself will always stay the same. 
       Etern i t y wi l l magni fy your name! ”  
     God tells his Son what angels never heard: 
      “ Sit by my side till all proclaim you Lord!”  

    [Isaiah  51.6   Psalm  102.25-27 and 110.1] 
 

1.14          You see,  angels are only God’s messengers, 
         sent to care for those who accept his salvation. 
        So we must pay close attention to the gospel, 
        or our lives could easily drift off course. 

 
2.2         Angels brought God’s true messages. 

        All who didn’t listen were hit hard! 
     So how are we  gonna escape 
      i f  we just  turn our backs 

       on  this  awesome  salvation, 
      that was brought down to us 

       by our Lord Jesus himself? 
         His disciples gave their testimony, 
        and God proved the gospel’s truth 

        by raising Jesus up from the dead! 
         Then he sent down miracles by his Spirit! 

 
2.5            Now here’s something else to remember: 

           The new world won’t be ruled by angels! 
            The book of Psalms spells it out clearly: 

 
  2.6 “ When I gaze into the night skies 
      At  the  wonders  of  your  hand, 
      Moon & stars that you created, 
       My heart just can’t understand 

 
    “ Why you care for puny mortals, 

  Why  you  notice  man  at  all! 
2.7         Yet you made him barely lower 

 Than the angels, bright & tall! 
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2.8        “ Then you placed a crown of glory 
 On the humble head  o f  man, 
&  you  made h im Superv i sor   Of your grand  Creat ion  Plan!”  

 [Psalm  8.3-6] 
 

2.9     We haven’t seen all this happen yet, 
 but we have seen our Lord Jesus, 
 made lower than angels for a while, 
 crowned by God with glory & honor, 
 after he gave up his life for all of us! 

 
2.10      And God was right to let him die! 

By dying Jesus opened the way 
for millions of God’s people 
 to get through to Heaven! 

 
He’s the CAPTAIN of our SOUL. 

 He set us free from death! 
 

In God’s Word he prophesied: 

 
  “I’m coming down with peace for earth, 
  To   reign   f rom   sea  to   sea!  
   I am the CAPTAIN OF YOUR SOUL; 
   From  death  I’ l l  set  you  f ree!  
   A brand NEW TESTAMENT I’ll make. 
   My blood wi l l  be the key! ”  
    [Zechariah  9.10,11] 

 
2.11        This means that all of us, 

who are made holy by Jesus, 
have the same Father he has! 
 He even calls us his brothers. 
Jesus became a man, 
so he could die for us! 
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  2.14     He broke Satan’s power 
        by rising up from the dead, 
       making a way for us to rise! 
       So now he can save people 
       who’ve gone all through life 
        SCARED TO DEATH OF DYING!  

 
2.16             Jesus didn’t come to earth as an angel, 

  He became just like us,  his brothers, 
  so that he could be our High Priest! 

    Because of this,  two things happened: 
[1] As a human being, Jesus was kind to us. 

[2] As God’s Son,  he was faithful to God! 
     Since he went through pain and temptations, 

   Jesus knows exactly what we go through 
    when we are hit by pain & temptations. 

            So you see, Jesus can help us 
                in many wonderful ways! 

 
        * BETTER THAN MOSES * 

 
3.2             Jesus was faithful to God, 

       who appointed him as our High Priest. 
       He deserves more honor than Moses. 
      Yes,  it’s true:  Moses did a fine job 
        as a good helper in God’s house, 
       but, you see, Jesus is God’s Son, 
       so he’s in charge of God’s house! 
      Now you may just be wondering 

       exactly what God’s house is. 
       Well,  here’s the amazing thing: 
         WE’RE GOD’S HOUSE:-  YOU & I! 
        You  see,  God  lives  inside  us! 
        And  he’s  gonna  stay  inside  us, 
        as long as we keep our courage, 
        joy and commitment to the Lord, 
        firm,  right through to the end! 
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3.7    The Holy Spir i t  tel ls us straight :   
 

“ COME ON!   Let’s rejoice in God now! 
 He’s  our  ROCK ,  and  SAVIOR too!  
  He controls the seas & mountains! 
 Kneel ,  and  give him  al l  his  due!  

 

3.8         “ Here and now he’s calling to you! 
 Don’ t  be stubborn,  or  res is t , 
Like  the  Jews  out  in  the  desert, 
Who rebelled, & shook their fists! 

 

3.9         “ Forty years they tried my patience,”  
   Says   the   God   of   Is rael ’s    best . 
“ Then in wrath I swore they’d never 

   M a k e  i t  t o  m y  p l a c e  o f  r e s t ! ”  
[Psalm  95] 

 
3.12        Don’t turn away from the Lord like they did. 

Warn each other while there’s still time. 
 Don’t  let  the  outer  glamor  of  sin 
  blind you to its harsh inner reality, 
  or its terrifying consequences! 

 
3.14            If  we  stay  faithful  to  God, 

 we’ll have the joy of sharing 
  everything that belongs to Christ! 

 
  3.15  TODAY is God’s 
        Day  of  Grace! 
        THIS  MOMENT  is 
      God’s   moment 
      to touch your heart, 
     and  save  your  soul! 
    If he’s speaking to you, 
   don’t be stubborn or resist! 
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3.16         O.K.  Now let’s check out those 
 who heard God speak to them, 
 but wouldn’t do what he said! 
They were the same people 
 who  came  out  of  Egypt! 

And it was these people 
 who died in the desert! 
They had enough faith 
 to get OUT of Egypt; 
 but not enough faith 

         to  get  INTO  the 
         P R O M I S E D   L A N D !  

 
     * BETTER THAN JOSHUA * 

 

4.1      God©s promise still stands! 
             His  invitation  is  still  open! 

You and I are invited right now 
 to come into God’s place of rest! 

 

4.5       Remember God’s powerful words: 
                           “Then in wrath I swore they’d never 

 Get  into  my  place  of  rest!”  
[Psalm  95.11] 

 

4.6         Ever  since  the  world  began, 
God has been looking for people 

 who are totally committed to him. 
 

4.7      “ Here & now he’s calling to YOU! 
Don’t be stubborn, or  resist!”  

[Psalm  95.7] 
 

  4.8 Now this place of rest 
     isn’t the Land of Canaan 
    where  Joshua  led  them. 
   OH NO!  It’s HEAVEN ITSELF: 
 the same Heaven Jesus went to, 
 after he died for us on the cross! 
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4.9    This awesome place of rest God talks about 
 is still out there, waiting for God’s people! 

 So come on!  Let’s work hard to get in! 
 Let’s  not  resist,  or  disobey  God, 

 like  the  children  of  Israel  did. 
They  left  a  trail  of  dry  bones 
 across those desert sands: 
 a gr im  warn i n g  t o  u s  al l !  

 
4.12           God’s word breathes with living power. 

 It’s sharper than a double-edged sword, 
slicing through our bones and marrow 
 into the hidden recesses of our hearts! 
 God  knows  everything  about  us. 

        We can’t hide a thing from him! 
        When this life on earth is over, 
         we have to stand in front of God, 
         and explain the way that we lived! 

 
         * BETTER  THAN  AARON * 

 
4.14          The good news is that Jesus, God’s Son, 

 has now become our Great High Priest. 
 He’s gone to the Heights of Heaven, 

 to  plead  our  case  with  God. 
 So let’s just hang in there, 

 and keep trusting in him! 
 

4.15      Now Jesus isn’t a man 
who doesn’t understand 

how  stressed  out  we  get 
 when Satan latches onto us! 

 Jesus knows how weak we are. 
 He knows what we’re going thru’. 
 He’s been through it all himself! 
 Every way that we are tempted, 

Jesus  was  tempted  too —  
 but he never gave in to sin! 
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4.16      So let’s get down on our knees, 
    & pray to the King of our souls. 
   He wi l l be  there  for  us 
    whenever we need him. 
    YOU CAN COUNT ON IT! 

 

5.1     In OLD TESTAMENT times, 
   a High Priest was appointed 

    to represent his fellow-men before God. 
    He brought their gifts into the Tabernacle, 

    and offered sacrifices for their sins & his. 
    He was a man, so he could be patient 
    & understanding with his fellow-men. 

 

5.4         Now  no  man  has  the  right 
    to appoint himself High Priest. 
    Only  God  can  appoint  him! 
    AARON, the first High Priest, 
    was  appointed  by  God, 

    and so was JESUS CHRIST. 
 

5.5           In the book of Psalms we read:  
    God has made a big announcement: 

   “ You   are   my   Beloved   Son!  
     I have crowned you King of Glory, 

      Lord of lords,  THE MIGHTY ONE!”  
    [Psalm  2.7] 

 
5.6                “ I appoint  you Pr iest  forever, 

               In  MELCHIZADEK’S great  l ine!  
                          I’ll be with you to protect you, 
                  And I’ll guide you all the time!”  

                    [Psalm  110.4] 

 
5.8        Yes, Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God, 

    but he had to learn to obey God, 
    although  it  cost  him  so  much, 
    that he cried out to God in pain! 
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5.9    Well, Jesus got through it! 
Now he gives eternal salvation 

 to  all  who  trust  and  obey  him. 
 God made JESUS our Great High Priest,  with the status & honor of MELCHIZADEK! 

 
-o0o- 

 
5.11    {I want to tell you more about Melchizedek, 

but  first  I’ve  got  to  warn  you  that 
 we©re  getting  into  deep  water  here. 
 You  know, we  give  milk  to  babies, 
 but they still need to develop some 
  before we can give them solid food. 
  Let me explain what I’m getting at: 

 
  6.1            I  wanna  go   beyond   the  milk 

 of simple scripture principles 
  to some solid spiritual insights! 
  You know our basic teachings: 

R E P E N T A N C E  
C O M M I T M E N T  

B A P T I S M  
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

THE RESURRECTION 
  an d   THE  J UDGM ENT.  

 
6.3              So I wanna take you further, 

 but I can’t do a thing for you, 
 if  you’ve  heard  the  gospel, 
 tasted Heaven’s good things, 
 taken part in the Holy Spirit, 

  examined  the  word  of  God, 
 experienced the power of eternity, 

 and then turned your backs on God! 
How can you repent while nailing Jesus 

  back to the cross by openly rejecting him? 
 When a farmer©s land keeps bearing thorns, 
 he©s got no choice but to burn it to the ground! 
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6.9           Now I don©t believe you’re like that! 
 I©m sure you©re committed to God. 
I’m also sure that you’re producing 

 a good spiritual harvest for him! 
 God  will  never  be  unfair, you  know. 
 He remembers the good you’ve done, 
 & the love you’ve shown his children. 
 So keep it up, & you’ll be rewarded! 

 Hang in there, like Abraham did. 
 He kept on trusting in God, 
 till God gave him a son, Isaac! 

 

6.17         Now God gave us 2 things: 
 [1]  HIS SOLEMN PROMISE. 
 [2]  HIS SACRED OATH. 
 God gives us this word: 

“I will save everyone 
 who comes over to me, 

  and commits his life to me!” 
 Now we all know that God never lies. 

 So we’re sure he’ll do what he promised! 
 

   This Blessed Assurance, the certainty 
    that God will take us home to heaven, 
     is   a  tested   ANCHOR  for   our   souls! 
        It  connects  us  solidly  to  God, 
          behind the curtain of heaven. 
           Jesus  went  there  himself 
         to plead our case before God! 
     And   th is   very   same  Jesus, 
    has become our Great High Priest, 
  with the status & honor of Melchizedek! } 

 
-o0o- 

 

7.1           Well, are you still with me?  I hope so. 
O.K. Now let’s dive in for a deeper look 
 at  this  mystery  man — MELCHIZEDEK! 
 MELCHIZEDEK was the king of Jerusalem 
  when it was still called Salem: “ PEACE.”  

 He was also a priest of God. 
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7.1          As Abraham headed home, 
af ter  his  knock-down  bat t le 

 w i th  the KINGS OF THE EAST, 
 Melchizedek  came to  b less h im. 

 Abraham gave him a tenth of his loot. 
[Genesis  14.17-20] 

 
           7.2  “ MELCHIZEDEK”   means: 
              “ K ING  OF  J UST ICE”  
      At the same time he’s 
                 “KING OF SALEM (PEACE)”  

 
7.3      There’s no word of Melchizedek’s parents, 

 or any of his ancestors for that matter, 
 & no mention of his birth or death. 

 That ought to tell you something. 
It ought to tell you that 

MELCHIZEDEK  is an 
 E T E R N A L  P R I E S T , 

 like the SON of GOD HIMSELF! 
 

7.4                   What made MELCHIZEDEK so great? 
 

 [1]  Abraham,the father  of  our  nation, 
        gave him a tenth of all his loot. 
 [2]  Melchizedek blessed Abraham —  
        and the one who gives a blessing 
        must be greater than one who gets it! 
 [3]  Our priests are ordinary men — they die. 
        But not Melchizedek, he lives forever! 
            [4]  In a sense, LEVI,  father of Jewish priests, 
       paid a tenth to Melchizedek, because 
       the seed,  from which Levi was born, 
      was still inside Abraham at the time! 
 [5]  No priest of LEVI could ever save us, 
       but God has sent a Savior here to us 
       from the MELCHIZEDEK priesthood! 
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7.12      Now please stay with me on this!  Check it out: 
 When God brought in a NEW kind of PRIEST, 

he also brought in a NEW TESTAMENT 
by Jesus Christ  —  who wasn’t 
 from the priestly tribe of LEVI, 

7.14         but from the tribe of JUDAH! 
 Jesus’  l i fe is so powerful , 
 t h a t  i t  w i l l  n ev er  en d !  

[Genesis  49.10] 
 

7.18       The OLD TESTAMENT didn’t work! 
 It couldn’t really save anyone! 
But now Jesus is giving us 

 DIRECT ACCESS TO GOD HIMSELF!  
 

7.20        Also, God has taken a solemn oath 
 that Jesus is a priest FOREVER! 
So now he can guarantee 
h is  N E W  T E S T A ME N T  
 r igh t  through eternity!  

 
7.23     In the OLD TESTAMENT 

 there  were  lots  of  priests. 
 They died, & had to be replaced. 

 But Jesus lives on forever & ever, 
  so we’ll never need another priest! 
Jesus can and will save everyone 
 who comes to God through him, 
because  he’s  always  with  God 
 to plead for those who are his! 

 
7.26          This means Jesus is exactly 

 the High Priest that we need, 
 and for three good reasons: 

 
    [1]   J E S U S  N E V E R  S I N N E D !  
    [2]   HE SACRIFICED HIMSELF! 
    [3]   JESUS  L IVES  FOREVER!  
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    2   CALVARY - THE BETTER SACRIFICE 
 

8.2       Our Lord Jesus Christ is serving right now 
 in the real Temple of God in heaven.  
His sacrif ice for  us is far,  far better 
 than any OLD TESTAMENT sacrifice! 

 

[TIME OUT: 
 We’re God’s real Temple. (1 Cor.6.19;  Rev.13.6) 
  So, by His Spirit, Jesus enters our hearts, 
   sends his life-blood thru’ us, & cleans our souls!] 

 
8.6    So the NEW TESTAMENT 

offers  us  far,  far  more 
 than the OLD TESTAMENT! 
In fact, the OLD TESTAMENT 

 didn’t have any power to help us. 
If it did, we’d never have needed 

 the NEW  TESTAMENT  at all!  
 

 God makes this clear when he says: 
 

8.8        “ THE DAY IS COMING WHEN I’LL MAKE 
 A brand NEW TESTAMENT with you. 
And  that  new  one will  not  be l ike 
 The  one  you r   f athers   bore!  

 
8.9        “ I  took  them  out  of  Egypt’s  land, 

But they refused to keep their part 
 Of my OLD TESTAMENT with them, 
 And, what   they   broke, I  tore!  

 
8.10         “ But when I change my TESTAMENT 

 With all those people who are mine, 
 They’ l l  know  exact ly  what  I want . 
 I’ll write my teachings in their mind, 
And store them deep inside their hearts, 
To  keep  t h em  t r ue an d  pu re!  
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“ Then I w i l l  real l y  be thei r  God, 
 And  they  wi l l  al l  be mine again. 
 Each one of them will know my will. 
 I’ l l  pour  my  mercy  on  them  al l . 

8.12       I’ l l   take  away   thei r   every s in, 
  A ND THINK OF THEM NO MORE! ”  

[Jeremiah  31.31-34] 
 

8.13      God told us that his NEW TESTAMENT 
 would replace the OLD TESTAMENT, 
 w h ich  means  t he o ld  one  i s  OUT!  

[Jeremiah  31.31 and 32.40] 

 
9.1     The OLD TESTAMENT had a form of worship, 

 and a place of worship,  the TABERNACLE. 
 This holy tent was divided into two sections. 

 In the first there was a gold candlestick, 
 and a table with holy bread. 

 This was THE HOLY PLACE. 

 
9.3           Behind the curtain stood: 

T H E   H O L Y   O F   H O L I E S  
In it there was a gold incense altar, 

& a chest: The Ark of the Covenant. 
 

  9.4    There were 3 items in the ark: 
          [1]      The  Ten  Commandments. 
          [2]      A  golden  pot   of   manna. 
          [3]      Aaron’s  rod  that  budded. 

 
  9.5 Above the Ark, two statues of angels 
       stretched their wings over its gold lid. 
    This   was   the   PLACE  OF   MERCY. 

 
      Unfortunately, we don’t have the time 
         to go into a lot of detail on this now. 
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9.7       No one, except the High Priest, 
 could go into the HOLY OF HOLIES; 

 & even he could only go in once a year. 
 When he did, he had to take some blood, 
and  sprinkle  it  on  the  PLACE  OF  MERCY 

 for his own sins, and the sins of the people. 
 The  Holy  Spirit  uses  this  to  teach  us  that, 
 while the OLD TESTAMENT was still going, 
 people weren’t allowed in God’s presence. 
 Now  that  ought  to  tell  you  something. 

 It should tell you the OLD TESTAMENT 
 couldn’t  really  purify  their  hearts! 
The best it could do was give them rules 
 to tide them over until CHRIST came! 

 

9.11            Now JESUS CHRIST has come as the 
 High Priest of God’s NEW TESTAMENT! 
He was crucified.  Then he ascended 

 to God’s Real Tabernacle up in Heaven! 
 

9.12        He went into the real HOLY OF HOLIES 
to sprinkle the blood of his sacrifice 
 on the PLACE OF MERCY in Heaven. 

That was the blood that covered 
 a l l  o f  t h e  s i n s  o f  al l  t i m e!  
 Not  the b lood of  animals:  

The prec ious l i f e-blood 
 of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

[Leviticus  17.11] 

 
    9.13  In the OLD TESTAMENT, 
       the blood of bulls and goats 
    cleaned the people ceremonially. 
      So imagine what a radical change 
  the BLOOD OF CHRIST makes to us! 
  His  sacrifice  sets  us  totally  free 
  from the OLD TESTAMENT system, 
  & helps us give ourselves to God! 
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9.14        How wonderful it is to know 
that the eternal Spirit of God 
moved our Lord Jesus Christ 

 to  lay  down  his  life  for  us! 
 

[Come on:   Let’s hear an AMEN! ] 
 

9.16         Notice: when  someone  writes 
 his LAST WILL &  TESTAMENT, 
nobody can get a thing from it 

 until the one who wrote it dies. 
 

9.18      So blood had to be poured out, 
even before the OLD TESTAMENT 

 could  be  put  into  operation. 
Moses sprinkled blood on the book 
 of God’s laws & the people, saying: 

 

9.20    “ This blood seals the Testament 
   that  God  has  made  with  you!”  

[Exodus  24.8] 
 

9.22           See:  Without the shedding of blood, 
 there can’t be any forgiveness of sins! 
Even the Tabernacle here on earth 
 had to be sprinkled with blood! 

 

9.24          But now Christ has gone into 
HEAVEN’S TABERNACLE! 

What happened was this: 
 

9.26          Jesus  Chr is t  
came  to  earth, 

in the last stage of world history, 
to take away sin’s power forever. 
And how did he accomplish this? 

He gave his life 
 on the cross!  
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9.27   There are two appointments 
          that  everyone  has  to  keep: 
[1]   An Appointment with DEATH! 
[2] An Appointment with JUDGMENT! 
 

9.28  Now see how great Jesus is: 
     [1]  He came once, to keep our 
           appointment with DEATH 
              by dying on the cross! 
     [2]    He  is  coming  again, 
            to save from JUDGMENT 
           all who are ready for him! 

   [Ecclesiastes 8.8] 

   
10.1          The OLD TESTAMENT only gave shadows 

  of the good things Christ would bring. 
  For  example:  The  book  of  Psalms 
  opens  up  these  thoughts  of  Christ 
  1000 years before he came to earth: 

 

10.5     “ LORD, you don’t want sacrifices, 
  Or burnt offerings as your due. 
  Yo u  h av e g i v en  m e a b o d y ,  
  A n d  I  g i v e  i t  b a c k  t o  y o u !  

 

10.7          “ Here I am,  I’ve come to earth now. 
 From  your  word  I’ll  never  part! 
 Let your will be done in me, Lord,  Fo r  y o u r  l aw  i s  i n  m y  h ear t ! ”  

  [Psalm  40.6-8] 

 
  10.9    When Jesus died on the cross, 
         the OLD TESTAMENT ended, 
          & the NEW TESTAMENT began. 
          Under  this  NEW TESTAMENT 
             our  sins  are  washed  away, 
             and our souls are cleaned! 
                     [Jeremiah  31.31-34] 
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10.11        The OLD TESTAMENT priests 
  offered  sacrifices  every  day, 
  but they couldn’t wipe out sin. 
  CHRIST gave HIMSELF to God, 
  and with that ONE SACRIFICE 

   he c leared  al l  of  our  s ins !  
   Now  he’s at God’s right hand, 
   waiting till all of his enemies 

  f a l l  d o w n  f l at  at  h i s  f eet !  
   [Leviticus 24.8;  Psalm 110.1 

Romans 3.26] 
 

10.18        So you see,  because our sins 
     are all forgiven and forgotten, 
     we don’t need more sacrifices! 
   We can  walk  st raight  i n to  

     the REAL  HOLY OF HOLIES, 
     and  t he p res en ce o f  Go d !  

      [Daniel  9.24;    Micah  7.18] 
 

10.19         The BLOOD OF JESUS lies spread 
      across God’s PLACE OF MERCY. 
       The curtain of his body was opened, 

       by the mercy of God, to let us in!  
 

10.21             Yes! Our GREAT HIGH PRIEST is in charge! 
       So come on: Let’s go in and meet God! 
       We  know  that  he’ll  accept  us  now, 
       because  our  hearts  are  cleaned 
       through the blood of Jesus Christ, 

     & our bodies have been washed 
    in  the  water   of  baptism! 

 
10.23     Now we look forward eagerly 
                to our new home in Heaven! 
                   There’s  no  more  hassles! 
              We’re quite sure that God 
                 will keep his promise! 
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10.24        How should we react to this? 
 Here  are  a  few  suggestions: 

  Let us all help each other. 
  Let’s  be  kind  to  each  other. 
   Let’s do all the good we can. 

 
  10.25  Let’s not stay away from church, 
          as some are in the habit of doing. 
          Let’s go & encourage each other! 
           Let’s build each other up in faith, 
          because our  Lord ’s  return  
               is getting closer every day! 

 
10.26          You  see, if  we  deliberately  carry  on 

  with  evil  lives  after  we  see  the  truth, 
  there’s no more sacrifice for our sins! 
  All that we can do is wait for the fire 

  of the judgment of God to fall on us, 
  because we’ll be guilty of committing 

   THREE TERRIBLE SINS AGAINST GOD: 
 

10.29                  [1]  TRAMPING  God’s Son under our feet! 
          [2]  TREATING   his precious blood like dirt! 
          [3]  TAUNTING   God’s gracious Holy Spirit! 

 
10.30       Then the God who announced to us: 

             “ No one escapes from my vengeance!”  
    [Deuteronomy   32.43] 

   will know exactly what to do with us! 
   It’s a terrible thing to fall into the hands 
   OF THE ETERNAL LIVING GOD !  

 
10.32             Think back to that wonderful day 

  when you first came to know 
   Jesus  Christ  as  your  Lord! 
   Remember how you hung onto him, 

   though you went thru’ lots of pain! 
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10.34        You laughed when you lost everything, 
 because  you  knew  that  better  things 
  were waiting  for  you  up  in  Heaven, 
  things that no one can ever take away! 
  Don’t lose your happy trust in the Lord, 
  no   matter   what   happens   to   you! 
  Remember:  your reward is on its way! 
  So  just  keep  on  doing  God’s  wil l , 
  & every promise in the book is yours! 

 
10.37          God gave these words by the prophet: 

 
           “ FIRST: 

         YOU  HAVE  GOT  TO  REALIZE 
          THAT THE THINGS I’M  PLANNING 
  WON’ T HAPPEN OVERNIGHT! 
  B U T ,  A T  T H E  R I G H T  T I M E  

  M Y  W I L L  S H A L L  B E  D O N E, 
  & MY SALVATION WILL SURELY COME! 

 
10.38                 “ NEXT: 

    THE BAD MAN IS COMMITTED TO HIMSELF, 
    SO HE WILL  ALWAYS COME SHORT. 
    BUT THE GOOD MAN’S COMMITTED TO ME! 
   HE’LL  LIVE  BY   THAT   COMMITMENT — 
    AND,  BY   HIS   COMMITMENT   TO   ME, 
    HE’LL   DISCOVER  HIS  TRUE  LIFE: 

    LIFE THAT’S REAL, LIFE THAT’S FREE, 
     L IFE FOR A L L  ETERNITY! ”  

   [Habakkuk  2.3,4] 

 
10.39      We are not  among  those 
    who trust in themselves, 
     and end up as lost souls. 
     We have joined with those 
      who put their faith in GOD, 
       & find REAL  LIFE in Him! 
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3   COMMITMENT - THE BETTER SYSTEM 
 

11.1         Now,   what  exactly  is  faith? 
   Wel l ,  l et ’s  jus t  check  i t  out :  
   IT’S A COMPLETE COMMITMENT 
   AND   A   SOLID   RELIANCE   ON, 
    THE   GOD   WE   CANNOT   SEE. 
    IT’S TOTAL  TRUST IN A REALITY 

    OUR   HEARTS   ARE   SURE   OF. 
     FAITH IS  A  FIRM  CONFIDENCE, 
     AND  A  BLESSED  ASSURANCE, 
     THAT WHAT WE’RE EXPECTING, 
    IS  DEFINITELY  ON  ITS  WAY! 

 
11.2        MEN  OF  GOD,  in  days  gone  by, 

    were famous for their faith. 
     By their faith they were convinced 
     that earth, stars, & all CREATION 

      came to be at God’s command! 
 

11.4     ABEL,  by  his  commitment  to  God, 
      brought an offering that God accepted. 

 
11.5              ENOCH trusted God so much he didn©t die! 

      He went to Heaven, ’cos he pleased God! 
 

11.6       Now you can never  please God 
     i f  you  refuse to trust  in him! 
      You must believe there is a God, 

     and that God will bless you 
     if you make an honest effort 
      to get in touch with him! 

 
 11.7 NOAH trusted God enough 
      to  build  a  ship, the ARK. 
      That’s how he ended up 
        saving his whole family! 
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11.8         ABRAHAM  trusted  in  God  too. 
      When God told him to leave home, 

      Abraham just packed his bags and left. 
      He had no idea where he was heading! 
      Even when he got to the Promised Land, 
      Abraham  still  kept  on  living  in  a  tent! 
      Why?  Because he was waiting for God 

       to take him to his REAL HOME IN HEAVEN! 
 

 11.11  SARAH trusted God. 
She had a child when old, 
& a nation came to being, 
with so many people, that, 
like the stars in the sky, 
and the sand by the sea, 
you couldn’t count them! 

 
11.13       Remember: all  these  people  of  faith  died 

      before they got everything God promised! 
      Yet they knew God would do what he said. 
      They knew this world was not their home; 
       they were just pilgrims passing through! 
       What can we say about people like that? 

      They’re surely on their way to Heaven! 
      They had every chance to go back, 

      if  they  wanted.  But  they  didn’t! 
 

      So God calls himself their God, 
      and he has built them a city 

    U P  I N  H E A V E N !  
 

11.17  ABRAHAM trusted God enough 
      to lay his son, Isaac, on the altar. 
      He believed that, even if Isaac died, 
      God would raise him back to life! 
       And that’s just about what he did! 
        See, as far as Abraham knew, 
          Isaac was as good as dead! 
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11.22     JOSEPH was a man of faith too. 
  On his death-bed, he told his people: 

  “God  wil l  take  you out of Egypt.” 
  He  even  made  them  promise him 
   they would take his bones with them! 

 
11.24           MOSES, by faith, refused to be treated 

    as Pharaoh’s grandson down in Egypt. 
    He rather suffered with God’s people, 
    than enjoy the brief pleasures of sin! 
  Moses preferred to be persecuted 
    for  his  faith  in  the  coming  Messiah, 
    than inherit all the treasures of Egypt! 

 
11.29      THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, by faith, 

     walked through the sea on dry land! 
    The Egyptians tried too, but lost out! 

 
    In the Promised Land, the faith 
        of Israel sent Jericho’s walls 
  crashing down to the ground! 
   Rahab, a hooker in Jericho, 
     was  saved  by  her  faith, 
     ’cos she helped the spies. 

 
11.32           Well,  what  more  can  I  say? 

   We  don’t  have  time  to  tell  of 
    Gideon,  Samson,  and  David, 
    not  to  mention  the  prophets! 
   By  faith  they  won battles, 
    made  sure  justice  was  done, 
    and  saw  God  keep  his  word! 
      He saved them in a den of lions, 
     and  even  in  a  blazing  furnace! 
     Some came back from the dead. 
       Others  were  tortured  to  death, 
       believing they’d rise to a better life! 
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11.36      Some were beaten with whips. 
  Others were killed with stones. 
  Some were even sawn in half! 
  Others were stuck with swords! 
  Others roamed hills and deserts, 
  wearing nothing but sheep-skins. 
  They hid in holes in the ground, 
  where  they  starved  to  death, 
  hunted down like rats in a cave; 
  far too good for this world! 

 

11.39      But, in  spite  of  their  faith, 
 they still haven’t got everything 

   that God promised them!  Why? 
 Because God wants them to wait 
 till the rest of us reach the point 

  when we all go to heaven together! 
 

12.1        Well now,  it’s our turn in the relay. 
    The torch has been passed to us! 
    Meanwhi le   the   crowd   of   fai th  
     is watching from up there, in the 
    GRA NDSTA NDS  OF  GL ORY ,  
     cheering us on, as we hit the scene! 

 

  So let’s strip off all that holds us back, 
  especially the sins that easily trap us. 
 Let’s run steadily that part of the race 
  which God has laid out for us to run, 
  keeping our eyes fixed on JESUS!  
  Jesus is our CAPTAIN & our COACH. 
  He got us going well at the start, 
  and he’ll reward us at the finish! 
  Jesus knew the joy that was ahead, 
  so he went all the way to the cross! 
  He wasn’t ashamed to die for us. 
  Now he’s sitting down with God 

 
  ON THE THRONE OF GLORY! 
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12.3       Say!  Do you ever feel down in the dumps? 
        Do you sometimes just wanna call it quits? 
        Well think about what Jesus went through 
        when the bad guys got a hold of him! 
        After  all, in  your  battle  against  sin, 
        you haven’t yet shed your life’s blood! 

 
12.5        Remember God’s encouraging words, 

          when he speaks to you as his children: 
 

         “Don’t get upset when God corrects you, 
         And don’t give up, when he complains. 

12.6           He’s guiding you because he loves you, 
          And  training  every  child  he  claims!”  

       [Deuteronomy 8.5    Proverbs  3.11,12] 
 

12.7         So  take  God’s  training  in  the  right  spirit. 
        It’s proof that he accepts you as his child! 
         All children are corrected by their fathers. 
       Now,  if   God  DOESN’T  correct  you, 
       that’s the time when you ought to worry! 
        Since we respect our fathers on earth, 
        we should yield to our Heavenly Father! 
        He always gives us the right discipline. 
        You see, God’s bringing us to the point 

        where we can share in his nature! 

 
  12.11 It’s no fun to be punished. 
      It  hurts, and  it  hurts  bad! 
     But when the hurting’s over, 
     we’ll find the peace and joy 
     of a  new closeness with God! 
    So   lift up those drooping   arms! 
  Straighten  those  wobbly  legs! 
  Get moving in the right direction! 
 Then you won’t end up stranded, 
  and God will bring you through 
 W I TH   FL Y I NG   CO L O RS!  
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12.14          Try to build a good relationship 
      with each person that you meet. 

      We need to live a life that’s pure. 
      If we don’t,  we’ll never see Jesus! 
      Look after each other, and make sure 

      you don’t lose out on God’s blessings! 
      You  are  like  flowers  in  God’s  garden. 
      Don’t let any poisonous weed take root 

       and spread around,  polluting the rest! 
       Weed out those who live immoral lives, 
        throwing  their  spiritual  birthrights  away! 
      Esau did that when he traded in his rights 
       as the first-born son for a plate of food! 
       He tried real hard to get his blessing back. 
        He begged & cried, but it was too late! 
        The damage had already been done! 

 
12.18           Remember:-   You  didn’t  come 

          to the blazing fires of Mount Sinai, 
          or the gloom that turned pitch black, 
         or the scary thunder of God’s voice, 
           that made the people beg him to stop! 
          No!  You came to Mount Zion itself, 
          to the Great City of the Living God, 
         to millions and millions of angels — 
        to the Church,  where every member 
          is listed in Heaven as an eldest son! 
         You came into GOD’S PRESENCE, 
           to  the  One  who’s  Judge  of  all, 
            to  the  spirits  of  God©s  people, 
             who  have  finally  made  it  through! 

 

             Yes  —  you  came  to  JESUS  CHRIST, 
                who brought in God’s NEW TESTAMENT 
               by pouring out his life blood on the cross: 
             the blood that cries for GOD’S  MERCY, 
           not for VENGEANCE, like Abel©s blood! 
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12.25          Now, what does all this mean? 
It means we must listen good 
 to  what  Jesus  has  to  say! 
Those people didn’t escape 
 when they rejected Moses, 
  God’s  earthly  messenger. 
  So   how  can  we  escape 

   if we  reject  Jesus  Christ, 
   God’s Heavenly messenger? 

 
When God spoke from Sinai, 
his  voice  shook  the  earth. 

 Now   he  tel ls   us   th is :  
  “ T H E    N E X T    T I M E ,  
    MY  VOICE  WILL  NOT 

ONLY SHAKE THE EARTH, 
IT’LL SHAKE THE UNIVERSE!”  

 
12.27           So what is God tell ing us here? 

 He’s saying the time is coming when 
 All Creation will be SHAKEN to BITS! 
The only  th ings  that  wi l l  be lef t  
  are things that CAN’T  BE  SHAKEN! 

[Joel  3.16] 
 

12.28         Now God has made us citizens 
of   an  ETERNAL  KINGDOM 
THAT CAN NEVER BE SHAKEN! 

[Psalm 45.1-3;  Daniel 2.44 
Isaiah 9.7] 

 

Let us thank him for that, 
& serve him with deep respect! 

 
  12.29  OUR GOD  IS A RAGING FIRE! 
 [Deuteronomy 4.23   Isaiah 33.14 
                    Nahum 1.6] 
                                  -o0o- 
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13.1            Well, that’s my message. 
Now it’s time for me to close. 

But let me just add a few words: 
 

        Keep  on  loving  each  other, 
    as brothers & sisters in God’s family. 
   Give  all  who  come  to  your  home 
   a  warm  and  enthusiastic  welcome. 
   The next guy knocking at your door 
    may just be an angel from heaven, 
     and you wouldn’t even know it! 

 
13.3       Think  about  those  in  jail  today, 

because of their faith in Christ. 
Imagine  how  you’d  feel 
if  you  were  in  their  place. 

Remember those in pain. 
You know what pain is about! 

 
  13.4  Honor your marriage & keep it pure. 
        You must stay faithful to each other! 
         God will judge all who sin sexually, 
     no mat ter  w ho they are!  

 
13.5   Don’t wish for things you don’t have. 

 Remember,  God has promised: 
 “I wil l never ever leave you. 
   I will never let you down!” 
  So that means we can say: 
“ Wel l , God i s  on my s ide!  

   I’m  not  scared  of  anyone! ”  
 

13.7     Remember who led you to Christ 
 all of those many years ago. 
 Think about the way they lived, 
 & commit to Christ as they did. 
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13.8       JESUS IS THE SAME TODAY AS YESTERDAY, 
   AND  HE’LL  STAY  THE  SAME  FOREVER! 

 
13.9          Don’t get rattled when guys come along 

   with weird and wonderful new ideas. 
   The best thing to make you strong 
   is the same it’s always been: 

   T H E   L O V E   O F   G O D ! 
 

  The Jews rejected Jesus as Messiah. 
  They dragged him out of Jerusalem, 
    and nailed him to a rough cross, 
         to  die  a  shameful  death! 
            Yet his precious blood 
              takes our sins away! 

 
13.13            So come on,  my brothers! 

  Let’s be outsiders like him! 
  Let’s share in his shame! 
   We won’t be here forever, 
  & we’re already getting 

   home-sick  for  Heaven! 
 

13.16      Do all the good you can, 
   & share what you’ve got 

   with those who are in need. 
 

13.17         Obey  your  spiritual  leaders. 
   They’re watching over your souls. 
   You need to live in such a way 
   that they can give a good report on you 

   when they’re standing in front of God! 
 

  13.19   Please pray for me too! 
   Ask  God  to  help  me 

    come and see you soon. 
     I really need your prayers! 
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  AND NOW MAY GOD, THE GOD OF PEACE, 
 Who brought from Death’s deep sleep, 
  Our Lord and Savior,  Jesus Christ, 
    Gr eat  Sh ep h er d  o f  t h e  s h eep ;  

 
    Who on his cross poured out the blood 
     Of   God’s   NEW  TESTA MENT, 
      Give all you need to follow him, 
       And Jesus , whom he sent . 

 
      So you will glorify God’s name 
       Thru’ Christ, who sets us free! 
         To him be glory, here and now, 
          An d   t h r o u g h   et er n i t y! 
                         [Isaiah 55.3] 

 

                  AMEN. 
 

       

-o0o- 
 

13.22          P.S. I hope that these words 
      will be of some help to you. 

    By the way, I heard Timothy 
    was  released  f rom jai l . 
    If  he  gets   here  soon, 

     I’ l l bring him along with me. 
 

13.24                Give my greetings to your leaders, 
      and all God’s people over there. 

 

   The brothers & sisters here in Italy 
    send you al l  thei r love. 

 

13.25              God bless. 
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